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G:nel. _y 23. 


eAnd mary took Iſhmael his ſonne, and all that were borninkhis 
Mn ', and all that were bought with his money , every male 


among the mey of Abrahams houſe, ' and Circumciſed the fo 2/6 
'of their foreckin , in the ſelf-ſame day, 4s God had ſaid unto 


TFT He ſcope of this Chapter is to ſhew the eſtabliſh- 
Y To > T7 ment ofthe Covenane with Abraham,by adding 
[ "Ot. £b< ſeal of Circumciſion,and it's inſtituted by the 
ZW cacting off the fore-skin of every male in his Y | 


' houſe; where wemay ſee the obedience of Abr4- 

'" ham, hedoes it without any negle&t uponall che 

 malcs in his houſe : The occaſion of this is, becauſe 

(ay arc 2 9eneration of Anabaptilts that do goabout ſecretly to ſfe- 

duce perſons, and lead them into errour ; and (eccreſie is a mark they 

are knowri by. Epbef. 4.14. That wet he ns more children carryed An I 

bout with every wn of Dottrine, by the ſleight of men,and cunning [| 

; eſrineſ a erely the for in wait to deceive: the word is taken 

from Cheators , that by cuaning deceive men ; and therefore te 

, Clearthecoaſt, and fo prove the lawfulneſfc of the Baptizing of 
children againſt ſach Jecrvelh: wan oe 

Dettr. There is no weaknes of Faith o perſons received i into the 


f 


| 4 "ah 


Clurch, nor want af yearsin thoſe. that are Hornof them that ſhould 
hinder chem from receiving the fealoFthe Covenant of grace. 

Youmay fee here Abraham and il]:s Tarnly circumciſed , now 
youmay.j 7 hog {Fives 3.wherher in fiich a family as A5-4)..m 
hadic be nar likely: there wete ſerie wealtin fajth,, and fore, it ror 
many doubting, being claiided by.yezfon of fro, and were carelutle; in 
which . mighr have biahiodred:& alſo ir may be thoughe | 
there were many children inthe family, being ſo large, for he had 
;co. When he wentto reſcue Lot , and this was ſome good ſpace of 
time zftcr ; and the text faith; All werc circumciſed,none were hiny 
dred ; and what was laid of eAbrabam inthis truth, the ſame may 
be fid of all truths-of che ſame kinde ;_ this is the potnr.” 

Now for the opening of it, 1.what this Covenant of Grace is, whe- 
therit be the ſame that Abrabams had, that w* have now in the times 
of the Goſpel > © i £8 

2; What are the ſeals of this Covenant, or arc they of the ſame na- 
ture now as they were then >” | 
3: The Particsand ſubjets fit to reccive theſe ſcals ; all the men 


and children ina family; wherhcr they arc not the ſame at this day ? 


- 4: Incaſc ſome ſhould beunworthy ;. yer if they walk fo, as inthe 
judzement of charicy , there do nothing appear, that make'thum un- 


' worthy ;- whether may not che Church in that caſe give chem the 


Scals ? 
5. We willſhew you the-reaſons of the point... - | 
Firſt, Whatis meant by;the Covenant of Grace ?- this Covenant 
of Grace, ſo muzh as ſerves.my turoat 5his time, it is che ſgeeill com- 
municationof God ta peoplegthar-hewillchooſe ſugh} whetedy he 
Togagcs himſclf te be their God,ang to make them to behis people. 
1 adde that, to make them to- be his people, becauſe that is it, that 
bears up the Covenant and confireas it... LEEDS. 
Secondly, When God;gave acovenant to. Adam, it was doe and 
live; and it he had improved chat, he and bis poſtcrity might have 
had life thereby : . bur now inthe. covenant. of grace it is otherwilc 
now, God gives himſelf freely. to his , and makes them co be his peo- 
plc , ſo that he will. be our God, and make us to be his people ; this 
8 the covenant. of grace, and-jranay be. conſidered in a double no- 
tion: I findea double covenany,an uuward,apd an outward, _ 
I, Inward, ſtanding in a ſpiritual inſtiturion of ic between God 
and many. wherein God cals a Pope and makes. them anſwer his 
all, znd makes himelf really their God by Faith, and Þ they have 
ie 
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3) 
affintereſt irs God ,- and he performs it in them and makes himſelt = 
jock reg s ctacrhe work is his; nnd thoſe that are partakers 
of thistoveinane Ali nhever Tall; bur this is eo his eletalone, | | 
2*%,-There is eirentward.covenane, and this is thorelarge ; chic di- 
ſpenfation of chis,God gives oi hiv pare to/Chriſtians ,/and their in- 
gagement on their part ,isſabjeftion to him ; and by'this, God does 
advance a people : by outward diſpenſation he declares himſelf to 
'berhcir Gud', and thereby takes rhem to be his people in: a choice 
matiner, mdpecahac to himfat : Exodus 19: 5- Now therefore , if 
you will hewy my vojoe indeed, td keep my covenant'; then ou ſhalt 
heo my chiefe trtaſwre above all people ; though aft the earth bee 
wite, 'He will diſcover himſelf to them, and impropriate them unto 
himfelf z hence they are called the lot of his inheritance , Dewtr, 7 2. 
9. md God is laid to know themrabove all the Nations in the world; 
Amos 3.2. He doth ingage' himſelf unto them , and if they anſwer 
the outward priviledge, he'will make them a choice people, a 1d own 
ther in_thart ingagement,, and improve himſclt for their good ; if 
they -yecld their Allegiance to him , he will enlarge himſclt to them 
in hiy difpenſations tothem ; 4nd- doth-avouch himſclf co be theirs , 
they roach the Lord to be their Godz Dexrr.26.19.18. This 
8 d6ne by the ourwwxrd covenant; and it is if they Keep his comman= 
deatents ;- hence, when they imbrace the ordinances , God is ſaid,to 
drawneer to them, Dexzty. 4.78. and they neer to him : all nations 
may be aid to be fart from God that want theſe outward covenants, 
and hefrom them ; and therefore he is ſaid'todwel among ther, and 
they td dwel with hin, P/.84. 10. 4 day in thy Conrts is better then 
4theuſand: God takes ſpeciall notice of chem, and' he waters chem 
every moment, and keeps them night and day : hence they are ſaid 
tocvine under the wing of God, that is under the ſpeciall expreſſions 
of tis favour.” - X1 ] 

"The tbritier' of theſe corenants ſhould alway'be between God and 
kis people ;/ and where it is,, ir never Fails , if they receive. the ſpirit 
working of it in them. ON 

But this outward is more large , the inward is more ſure z- the out- | 
ward is larger; and may iſſac from falſe grounds, and may aym arfalſc 
ends; ſometime yecld in conviction, thus Dewey. 5.27. Got nears 
and hear all that God ſhall ſdy , ant dcharvit wntd ns ; and we welt 
heart it and thee it: ty UID 108 
_ | 3: So they weie' convineed,, for the Lord ſaith in-the following 

verie, they bnve well ſaid all that they have ſaid, . When they ſaw 

noo : B 3 


the 


3% 
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(4) ; 
the mountain burping, their conſciences begars to be awakned , and 
this ade ther ſpeak wellzbuc ok that there were ſuch a heart in them, 
drrakes pants not bene = wy a ae hear for 
Toveltics,and thagprevailes. Butwe fee Zoſbnn when he was to take 
his leave ofthe world,avd to.draw ncarto his death 3. foſb. 24. 15, 
he faith, If it ſeem gill unto yan-to ferve the Lord, chuſe you thu day 
whom. yex.will ſerve, &c, the anſwer is, the. Lord forbid that wee 
ſhould ſerve other Gods, for he brought us out of the land. of E:ype, 
$c, So:kene was n.copvifing conſcience 5 and ſomeume Cod ho. 
nouringobehemn, makes them ſay , we will /erwp the Lox, but yet. 
they wouldi not doe-what they ſaid; Thus we ſce, rhis ourward co- 
vengnt js:more large, and mayarilc from falſe grounds , Hoſea 2.13, 
though ſhe was marryed ta. Ged, yer. bur heart was not with hin ; 
{0.in-Dentr. 29. 44 /Yer the Lord bath not given aun heart to per. 
cesy?';;; nor'eyes to ſee, vor ears 20 hear anto-this day. * | 

Here may bea queſtiqn., whether, the Covenant of grace be the 
ſamein the time of the Goſpel, with chat in the time of the Law ? 
.  Agwer, In regard of the ſubſtance it is the ſame ; though it may 
der in ſome out ward ceremonies op-circumſtances:, yet there is no. 
cifffrence in the ſabſtance! of jt. . Now, the- Auabapriſts tg -over-. 
throw-it; call ic a'carnall covenant, in regard-of this that is now : 
butasonchath (aid, it i5 4 carnal conceit iv thens that think ſo; but 
this is toofulſome., and therefore the wileſt of thera will not own it, 
but doe it mincingly , becauſe they would aveid-the dint of it.; they - 
Roope-becauſe they have not-power to make good.the ground. 
. 2. That the covenant.made with Abraharm.and with us., 4s the, 
lame, we maylſce the textfor itis plaun,it welook Galat. 3 8..T he (cri- 
pture foreſecing that God would juſtifie the Gentiles throngh Faith, 
preached the Goſpel unto Abrahamyſaying , in thy ſeed , &c. lo it 
was Goſpel he preached to Abraham: thereforeit 1s a Goſpel cove- 
pant,ad ngtacarnall covenant ; God Cid foxcſee tbe trailty of poor 
Ipnorant;menythat would call the goſpel a new-cgvenant ;. and chere- 

, fore hehavingdeclared this to be goſpel, in thy ſeed ſoaft a the na-. 

\ tons. of theearsþ:be bleſſed; the ſame.that is now- with the goſpel : 
that covenantabides for eygr ; Thus the ſcripture foreſecing of their 

y hath made his plaios.,t; , #} 


" 2+ Thisis the majn. ſcape of that in, the 4 of;the Romwans., and in 
the beginning,he makes good this doRtine : the Apollle in the three 
formerch-pyro-be had, indexvourcd to prove juſtification by Faith ; 
MEERrIngsin the cxaply of Atrehaw , he proves it ro Þeiothe 
7 | ' ame 


Ro, p 
3) 
(ana manner a3 to Abrabans ; he is called the father of the faichfall 
not by nacurall generation, for ſo he was notafather to the Gentikes, 
doe by imitation, as.is ſajd of the Jews, their father was an Anvo- 
rice, acnd gheir mecher was an Hzeziee: ſoall he fairhfull may be faid 
role julified. 8s he was; all thc Saints of God may ſay ſo, it is a 
r10us 4n the-11, and 12, verſcs he diſputes the reaſon why he did 
receiveit ; chat hemight behe father of all them thar believe: the 
qltion-was when Abraham did receive it; it was before” hee. 
wascirenaxciled, Geneſ, 17. This was the reaſon heis called the fa- 
thepot-thera that. believe , though they were not circumciſed ; and 
afier he received circumciſion, the (cope and aym of Go4 was'net co; 
higder any, bit he that was circumciſied was ſaved by Faith, and 
he chat:was uncircumciſicd ſhould be ſaved by Faith ; al] ſhould be 
ſaved one Way z there is one way to all in Chrilt, if we-atend the 22, 
234;24, verſes, We (hall {ce there is no,boleuoſtopped ; it was not: 
imputed bo hint alone, but for us-al(o, ſo that the {cope of God is 
| po Michas he lieve; for that it is imputcd o us alſo, as to him, in 


ſo that-what was co him, is to me ; there/ is the -fame 
wy of ls toall;that is clear-here. .* ENS 
" _— ſumme of che Goſpcl be <9ntained i fy the Law "ye Nt 


Praphergythen it is.the Game to us,a5 it is to.them? but that ir is lo,the* 
TEN 8A; 26. 22, Pax! did preach what Moſes and the Prophets: 
did-fay ſhould come, that Chriſt /bon/d ſwffer and riſe from the dead, 
&e.as this was the ſumme of P aw/s preaching,that they had ſpokens 
«4: If there be one Mediator , then there is one covenant ; he in 
mathe covenant is made , and he by wkom thd coyc nant is pet- 
: butfoit is, we have one Mc ator alſo, Rom. 3.29.1; God 
« God of the fews onely, is he not the God of the Gentiles: foas all - 
itof God ; ſo he will fave the Jews by Faith, and the Gentiles alſo by. 
319 they areall (aved by epcand the ſame manner, and 7/a.49., 
6, WY 11.4 {onal thing that. thoms ſoon! deſt be my {#r0ant ro raiſe up, 
tribes ef Jacob, and raije up the deſolatboyrof rael $1 wilt allo 
ivethee ghe for the Genciles that thou mayclt cmy ſalvation to' 
the end of the world y {q that we ſee; it is through him iris perfotm- 
ed, fo that as.it is the {ame God and Chriſt, lo there is buevnecove- 
mY wm Ang foe: Jo he perfeRion of all ſp 
$i cayenant of Abrahdm $contain? Ze por eion 0 i 
nituall and ſaying grace arts s tothe Saints of God, "Afar. b& 
32, Chriſt dii =—_ about che Re ET ofthe bring Ke faich, 4 
wine he Gol braham , he is not the” God of the dead bur 'of the lis - 
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mof the covenant, it indudes all 
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(7) [= 
that is hothing here ; for all is from a covenant of grace, it wis the 
(ame with 4br ahaw when he lived. 

2, Whether the ſealcs of the covenant with Abraham be of the 
like efficacy wich ours in the times of the Goſpel ? Theanſwer is in 
three thinzS: 1. Theit Sacraments and ours xre notalike in the de- 
prees of c , but ours exceed theirs in the efficacy of them, for 
ours ſcale 1, more clearly, 2. more largely, 3. more lively. . 

1». Ta the Clearneſſe, they ſhewed Chriſt to come, in the fleſh; 
but ours manifeſt Chriſt igbme, and is dead and is riſen, and aſcen- 
ded,and firs in heaven, and will not leave cill be have wrought it in 
uw; foas it is more cleare to us then the law could ſet it forth, and 
therefore they were called adowe: : fo ic ſhewes there is a body, 
buc when the body is come, the ſhadowes goe away. But in the 
Gofpel,Chriſt repreſents chinzs more neere,and things thatare more 
neereare more-clearly ſeen, All the Sacraments in the law are faid to 
be dark; 1:Per. 1; 1. Fe have amore ſure word, to which you do well 
to attend wnto, 45 co4 light that ſhineth in 4 dark place, mnntill rye 
Daj:-fterre ariſe, &c, where the Law is compared to night, aad ghe 
Goſpel to the Day-ftar, Hence Nambers 24 1 7: / ſhall ſec him, but 
ner new.; 1 ſhall bebold him, b:xt not nsere,cs c, The Law endured till 
73bs,bur now che'Star-lizht is gone. Hznee oar Saviour ſaith, Hee 
that is Itaft in the K ingdome of Heaven, © greater thin be, that is,in 
the times of the Goſpel. Soas by all chis it is plain, the light is more 
cleare now then in the tine of the Law. Hence all the typcs of che 
Law led people abour. 7o#'n 16. 23,24. I ſay unto you,” whatſoever 
yurſball ak.in my Nam?, he will give it ro you. Hitherto you have 
aktd notbing is my Nam?,ec Hence Interpreters fay,he alludes to 
the Law, that led men abour, but nut directly co Curiſt: -but we 
ae led difeRtly ro Chriſt; they led nor ro Chrilt nexcly, bur in cypes. - 
Somethink he meanes, they have asked 'no great mac ters: bur the 
minde of God is, in that day, that «', when 1 ſhall ſee you azaia after 
my death, you fſhall-asknothing bur it ſhall be given yolt; thar is; | 
When he was dcaJ and riſen again: they did queſtion ir'before,about - 
Ing him again, bat chey ſhall hever queſtion ir more after his re- 
wrection ; for then they ſhall ſee it clearly, they (hall look at'Chrift | 
- rome into-the wortd, and dead,andrifen again;you have asked no- 

thingitt the name of k Savioar thar-harh'fatisfed.” Ant ſonie'rhinke, 
and I think they have che truch; bur after thiry Call asK'iry che nate 
of 2 Saviour that bach facisfi:d, and firtingart rhe right hand of God ; 
kence they arecallcd berter prom/ts;Hebr, 8.6. becauſe now 'ir is - 
Do woe peg td, = {3 abs 72 0g; : Beb-< 


(3) 
not what ſhould'bedone, þut now he hath performed it, and there. 
fore it is better inthac regard. This is the ground of. che Sacraments 
in the Goſpel, and ſo itis more clearly. 

-.. 2, Qursiathe time of the Goſpel, is of a larger meaſure, more 4- 
bundancthen in Abrahams time they were: after the great work of 
our redemption was accompliſhed,then was che ſcaſonterthe tul ac- 
- compliſhncar of alarger meaſure of grace to be declared.” By death 
Chrilt did conquer, by his reſurreRion he did eriumph , and by his 
_ aſcendin3he wenFrato his own countrey , and then was a full time 
for the large communication of all grace to his Church : thercfere it 
' & {a1d,the Spirit was not given, becauſe Chrift was not yer Loriied, 
 Epheſ. 4. 8. When he.aſcended up on high, 5c. Hence Pn! (aich, 
.The Law maxde nothing perfeft, but when ( hriſt came, he perfefted 
all things, Heb. 11.40, The Saints under che Law had tnitianon, 
but not pertetion, they heard of {rift ro come, butif icc had nor 
caine,they had nor been perfect ; but we arcin the time of perteRt- 

09 Now in tke tuneof the Goſpel. | 
3+/ They are now morclively and more vi2orovs then they were 
then, Heb. 8. 13. In that he ſaith a New Teſtament, hte bath abro- 
gared che Old,cc. The Ol is decayed, butnowir is New and fri(h, 
Hence we fcc the meaſure of it,. / will pur my law in your heart and 
all ſhall know me. \N enecd not lay, know me, for all [hill know me, 


— they ſhallallknow the things of God and grace. Thus ours excecd 


theirs in the time of the Law in the degrees of ctficacy. 

The 24 propoſition wherein the pinch lieth,che Sacraments in the 
old Teſtament, and ours agree , .they have the like ſpirituall cfticacy 
in the kind , though4n the degreeours exceed theirs : The ope- 
ning of this will ſcatte> the cavils of Papiſts and Anabaptiſts. W hat 
is meant by ſpirituall kind Þ ewo things : Firſt, the things of che co- 
venant that were to be ſealed. Secondly, the manner of the con- 
yeyance, I. Chriſt, intereſt in him, and participation of the fruit and 
benefic of his merits and obedience : by conſequence all outward be- 
nefirg are.conſcquences of the covenant of grace, life and peace, fa- 
{ac. 2.'5. My covenant was with him of life and peace, &'c. The 
covenant of Grace being conveyed unto them ; Chriſt is now he 
Prince of peace, the pichof all the covenant of grace : the ſame I pro- 
ved, thatthe poſſeſſion of Chrilt is the (tabliſhment of the heart in it, 
there lies the power of the-Sacrament. = JIG 

- 2+ The manner of it, as theirs did'in.the old, fo ours in the new, it 


liexin threethingy, 1, It Ggnifics God and grace, 3, ic conveyes 


(9) 

And'3./ic exhibits grace; the ſame ſpirituall efficacy in thoſe in the law : 
and of ours, and of thellite vertue.Geu.17, computed wich: Row: 4 12 
And the Father of Circnmciſion, not unto thens onely that were of the 
Circnmeifion, cit Was the ſcale of the covenant of Faith, it cx- 
lubics che meaning there in the law, and ſo theirs and ours are alike 
in ſignifying, ſcaling, & exhibiting to the party an incercit in Chriſt; 
ain the Law, ſo in the Goſpel. [Here they are alike : in degrce they 
differ, bur tor the kinde they are che fame. | This I proved to you, 


I willcleare it by reaſon. 
lat Cor.10. 1,2, 3, 4. 1 world not have you ignorant, that all our 


fathers were under the Clond, and all paſſed through the Sea,cc. I 
wilſhew you che ſcope of che Apoſtle; His aim is to pull a way the car- 
mall confidence which they placed in their priviledges, which they 
thought would preſerve them trom plagues : They could { ay, we have 
Baptiſme and the Supper of the Lord , weeate the flcth of Chriſt, and 
driak his blood,and are advanced, (o that we ſhall be preſerved from 
ſuch playucs. No (faith the Apoſtle) theſe will not doe it ; tor 1 can 
ſhew yog a people had theſe as well as you, which were overthrowae 
and deſtroyed in the wilderneſſe; they were as eminent as you, and 
yet they were d«(troyed, they had the Cloud and che Sea, as well as you 
have Baptiſme; and they had Manna, and the water out of the Rock, as 
well as you have bread and wine ia the Supper of che Lord ; yet ther 
priviledges would not preſerve them z no more will yours preſerve 
you, 1 his is the mcaning of God in the words ; (o as it 1s a fully tor 
usco'chink, if we fin as they did,that we ſhould not be plagued as they 
were. | hcy that are cruly faid co be truly baptizcd in the right uſe of 
their Sacriments, their Sacraments are the like with ours : bur ſo they 
are ſaid ro'be by the Spirit of God: Thry were baptizedare the words 
of the Text, and therefore if we ſhould deny it, we deny the words of 
the Spicit of God, whichis blaſpheiny ro dove, The reaſon lics 10 the 
Phraſe: not becauſe the fignes are the ſame, chvugh the ſame thing be 
ſtgnified 2 in (tcad of Baptiſme is the Cloud and Sea z/ the red Sea held 
forth the like good to them, as ours to us, the force is the ſame z there 
is the like vercue in the one, as in the other : They ate the ficth of 
Chrift, and drank the blood of Chrift, as we do ; The Manoa, and the 
Water out of the Rock, was the ſame wick our Supper of the Lord ; 
for the good of the Suuper is Chrift, he is chere, and our ſpirits fealt ; 
His fleſh iz meat indeed , and bu blood is drink indeed ; the whole 
docs ſignifie and. exhibit C x & 1 $ T,itis like ours, ct c elements are 
not the fame, butthere is the ſame mREIRS food, and they ſcale op = 


RD (1) 
ſame Chrift to them as tous, Chriſt is preſented as fpiricuall refreſh - 
ing to them'and us. Itisa dream of Belarmine, they were. not the 
ſame” with ours ; for though theirs were extraordinary : yet that 


hinders no: the Argument z- we. look at it as a Sacrament , not at the 


extraordinarinelfe of it, | 
- Thethird Argaiment-: That ſenſe that overthrowes the ſenſe of the 
Apdſtle,that is to be rejeRed : Burt to ſzy that Iſrael did not enjoy the 
ſame privilcdges in the kind of them, is to make the ſenſe of the Apoltle 
void, and therefore it is to be rejeRed : The Jewes provoking God, 
ſhall be puniſhed, fo (hall you. It had been cafic to; have anſwered, 
they are nor of that excellency that ours be; and therefore though 
th-irs could nor preſerve them, ours may. ' But now if yce attend 
the mind of Go4, itis cleare, theirs are the ſame with ours in che kinde 
of them, And this is the firſt thing that may prevent all cavils. 
he ſecond is from that, Rom.4 11. Abrahams received the ſigne 
of Circ#mcifion, as the ſeale of the righteouſneſſe of faith, &&c. ttiat 
is, the righreouſneſle of Chriſt received by faith, ſcaled by circumciſi- 
on, that was the ſcale of the righteouſnefle of taich by Gods appoint- 
ment, ſo as they have ſpiricuall efficacy with bapriſme, they have the 
utmoſt power a Sacrament hath,to ſignifie, ſeale, and exhibire che ſpi- 
rituall good of the covenant of Grace :: it. is aſeale God appointed 
| and it doth exhibir. When a-man hath/ſert to his Seale , he 
— Randsingaged this promiſ: he doe accompliſh, Evcry promilc a man- 
makes, if he perform it not, it is becauſe he is feeble and cannot, or bc- 
cauſe he is unfaithtull and will not , but theſe cannot befall God : ſo 
there is exhibition where there is ſcalinz, if it be appointed for 
the ſame ;. and baptiſme can doe no more bur ſignific, ſcale, and cxhi- 
bit : ſo is circumciſion a covenant of Faith, ſo there is no gainſaying, 
but the Argument is plain in the Text. 1 will make ſome colleRions, 
' 1.” Hence it is plain, that Abraham had, was the covenant” of the 
Goſpel and Grace: It isproved thus , That which was the Covenant 
. of the righreouſneſks of faith, is the covenant of the Goſpel; that this 
is.ſo, we may [ee it by.che Apoſtle , If 5r be of workes,it is nat of faith; 
sf.5t be of faith, it is not of workes, Ron. 3, Bur Abrabams covenant 
iS a covenant of the rizhteouſneſle of faich : That which circumciſion 
ſealed, was a covenant to. Abrabars ; to ſay it was a carnall covenant, 1s 
grolle ; and to ſay it was nota covenant of Faith,-is t# deny the text, 
and dig it up by the roots..'So we ſee that it was acovenant of grace. 
2... The Sacraments jn the,old Teſtament tequite and preſuine, and.- 
preluppole in the right uſe of them, Fazth in the receiver, as being -*q 
"ig boy righ- 
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 righteoulneſſe of God, I know not how any can deny it,it is fo clear 
theirs did requirefaithas well as ours doe, The 'efficacie of a Sacra- 
- ment righyy uſe, is to ſealeup our ſalyation ; but abnſcd, it ſeates 6p 
ourcondemmtion. The right uſe of itis tocfabliſh our heares, but che 
2bafe of ic doth haften our condemnation, | $i 
- 3. Someperſons may rightly uſe a Sacrament with allowance from 
, God, and may receive the good thereof, that have not the exerciſe of 
reaſon, 2s Infants, as We may ſee in Abrahams time : And this will 
ivean anſwer to all them that ſhall ay , How can infants get good 
by Bapctſme, when they have not the aſe of reaſon ? Abrahams chil- - 
dren had the good of che Sxcrament ſealed up unto them , and yer 
they had not the uſe of reafon; yet they had a right unto it by allow- 
ance from God, | 
4 According to a right rule from God, and right Reaſon, perſons 
may have faith in the courſe of charity, that have noc the uſe of reaſon : 
they in Abrahomr time had grace, and that was the grace of-Faith z if 
it ſeale up, ſome may have ic ; bur chat ſome children are thus fitted, and 
- faichis ſealed unto them in circumciſion, ifany will deny ic, they muſt 
deny the Text, and thatis impudency it-ſelfe. If ſo, why not in Bap- 
' tifme as well as Circumciſion ; for Circumcifton mult have faith, fo 
mult they in Baptiſme? © "I 
5 Thereis more required of ſome perſons then there is of other in 
receving of the ſame ſacrament in the alowance of God, & according to 
right Reaſon ; there is more required of men, then there is of children: 
Take a manthat is cojoynin the covenant of the people, he is bound 
*to ſtoop to the Ordinance, E/ay 56. 6-7. The ſtrangers that were to 
joyne , they muſt keep the' Sabbath, and embrace the Covenanr, &c. 
This 1s to make a prolelyte, Matth. 23. 15. they are made of the ſame 
profeſſion. Men of yeares muſt approve of the things of God, and 
' Walk accordingly ; all this is requred of ten of yeares, and then to 
offer themſelves to the ordinances, for they did never force them : bur 
'inchildren this is nor required, if the Father had embraced the: Faith, 
' : Soa$you may ſee theſe things are plain , wkich it chey be obſerved , it 
© will make you caſt away Anabaptiſme. 
The third Scrivture is in Coloſſ; 2. 11,13. if the effects of the Sa-' 
craments of the 01d Teſtament and the new, be the ſame, then they are 
the fame : the effe done by the thing, ſhewes the thing : if the things 
wrought be the ſame; then1t' is alike ; bur the chings done are the 
fame. The Apoſtle in the Text ſh-wes it is the ſame in Circumeifioh, 
: 2» in Baptiſme, both ſcale up rhe _ of Chriſt'; there was decay- 
£1 a ing, 
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ing, both were f6r the maſtering, or leſſening atd'decaying of fin, fo 
doth circumciſion by cutting off.che-fore-$kin in che ſame operation, - 
Now there arc two objeftions:to beanſwered, from ſeverall Texts, 
- it appeares they are the {ame with cars. The firſt is that in 1 Corgxch, 
7. 19. (ircumcifion nothing, nor wncirenme;fion, but the keeping of 
the command of God; The Apoſile ſpeaking to perſons to keep in the 
fame Calling God had called them, he ſaith, Circumciſion ts nothing, 
&c. The next is Galas, 6. 1-3. they make nothing of it. Galar. 5. 6. 
For in Chriſt Circamcifoen nor, uncircameifion availeth anything, but 
faith that worketh by love : that is, ſay they, it is weake, and can dove « 
nothing, Galat. 5,2. Chrift all profit the ms nothing if thry be circum.- 
ciſed; and the Apoſtle ſayes, Beware of Circumciſion , by way, of 
Irony, ſo as he accounts it asnotking, All theſe places are of che ſame 
nature, and may receive the lame-an{wer. to them all. God lookes up- 
cnall theſe Sacraments to beattended according to a double rime and 
conſideration, Firſt; in the firſt inſtitution they had an eye to, and did 
ſcale up Chriſt-ro come inthe fleſh, when they were firſt ordained by 
3 2'y, God lookes at them as having attained their end and ap- 
poinement, Which was Chriſt to come : therefore when he was come, 
they had an cnd. Therefore now they were of no uſe , being out of 
date; and now they could not be uſed without finne : he appoints 
now therefore to abrogate them,they were to ceaſe becauſe Chriſt wag” « 
come : though they were alike at the firſt , now they were out of date, 
_ they were not to be uſed. To this purpoſe are all theſe places of 
ripture, _ ' | 
1 (or.7. 19. If thos be called being mncircumciſed, be not circumci- 
{e4 :if you were circumciſed when it was in date, then ſeck not to be 
uncircumciſed ; if you be uncircumciſcd, be not circumciſed now it is 
out of date. Ir cannot be taken the Apoſtle forbad circumciſion when 
it waSindate ; for then he had ſpoken, agaigſt-the command of God , 
Ges, 17. Hecommanded them to be.circumciſed, So Gal. 6. 15. For 
 #n Chriſt 7eſus neither circumciſion, &c. availeth. any thing, but 4 
new creatxre, For though they were given to the Jewes, yet now they 
were gone out of- the world, and ſonow-they availed not, And bc- 
lides, $0 ſer them up now, was to ſet up that which God had deſtroy- 
ed, So that nownothing availed, but faith and a new creature. Aud 
Gal, 5.4,; He is falles from Grace ; but. now-he doth not attend che 
firit inſticution,. if he, doe, hee nullifies cke natare of Chriſt, bccauſe 
when Cheiſtiscome, it istodeay Chriſt to bFcome in the fleſh, This 
s.2 heynous thing, Chriſt ſhall doe him no good, Chriſt will not = 
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kim. In the laſt he _ this ro falſe Apoſtles, that would have 
men partly faved by Chriſt, and partly by- workes ; and ſo they nulli- 
fe Chriſt, and the work of grace : for he guſt have all or none, youcan- 
nat joyne works and grace together, * 

; Ohjetion 2, From the witnefſe of the word, Coloſſ. 2. 17, Which 
were but a ſhadow of things to come, but the body is Chrift. And in Heb, 
7.18. they are (aid co be weak. And Heb.g.10, 13, called a carnal co- 
vexant. And it it be fo, then they are notalike with ours in the new 
Teſtament, they are of another nature, the ſpirituall work of the ſoule. 


For anſwer, the Sacraments are apprehended in a double ſenſe, as jn- 
cluded, or as ſeparate trom the thing ſignified ; buc the Apoſtle lookes 
-at them as carnall now, as Heb 7.18, 19. he ſaith, The Law was weake, 


and made nothin; perfect but the bringing in 0 f aberter hope, &c. that 
is, Chriſt he accompl.ſheth all, and briogs in a better hope of the par- 
don of our finnes, So 1 Per. 321,22. 1t 1s not the water, bur the 
thing ſignified by che water, So the figne 1s weak, but the thing ſiznt- 
fied is ſtrong, So tae cale is cleare, 

3 Concluſion, The ſpirituall efficacy of the Sacraments in the old 
and new Il eftament, proceed not from themſelves immedatly ufed in 


'the working of any good, bur as they are uſed by the holy Ghoſt, The 


conſleration whereof will help in the main point, co {hzw the man= 
nerof che working of che Sacrament, for it is a great ſecret, and the 
want of the knowledge h:reof , is the cauſe perſons get ſo little good 
by the Sacrament, This propo!ition hath two parts, 4 

-- Firſt,che ſpiricuall influence the Sacraments pur forth, is not from 
themſelves immediacly, but as they are uſcd by the Spiric, For the bet» 


ater underſtanding of this firſt part, conſider it in fourie things, 


1 The Sacrament is not a principall, but an inſtrumental cauſe in any 
ſpirituall work : they doe ro: ſet themaſelves awork, but they worke 
under the principall a2ent ; as a toole in the hand of a man, .ſo in the 
Work of the Sacrament , .it is by the mediation cf the Spirit, and the - 
mcanes of faith, Adark.10.16; Hee that beleeves and u baptiz'd, 
Ge, But he that believerh not, cc. ANG Eph. 5. 26: That he might 


'ſanTifee it. and cleanſe it by water through the word. 


2.4 The Sacraments as inſtruments , put forth a ſpirituall efficacie, 
Whenthey are lawfully uſed according to God : bur not when they 
are abuſed in an unlawfull manner, and unworthuly received ; then 
they doenot pur forth any ſpiricuall cfficacie. Thus the Supper! of the 
Lord purs forth ſpiricuall cfcacic whenic is ordered ins lawſull man- 
ner, a5 the Apolile laith, 1s is 107 rhe commanten of the body of Ci F ; 
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' And the Cup of bleſſing is the ame, and yet br that receiwes it wnwor. 
thily, eates and drinkes bis own demnation, and makes himſelfe Builty 
_ of the body and bloodof Chriſt; becauſe: he abuſes che ſeale. He ther 
abuſcs the Kings ſeale is puniſhed ; and therefore much more thef., 
The Goſpel is the power of God to ſalvation, bur it muſt bee mix«4 
with faith, and then it is the favour of lite unto life, but wichour ir, is 
the ſayour of death unto death, + And fo is the Sacrament ; thertore 
when a thing is lawfully done, it-isno ft me , but if it be abuſed, then 
it is ſinfull ; therefore that the Sacrament 'is abuſed, it is from ſinae ; 
bu: the ſpirituall work of a Sacrament kelps forward to (alyation, 

3 The ſpirituall erficacy a Sacrament puts forth, is not as a Phyficall 
inſtrument, bur as a Morall. I putit in theſe termes, that I might cl:arc 
ic up intheir cermes which they ule whic' darken the truth, Now (ce 
the explication, In{truments are of a double nature, ſome have quali- 
ties inherent, that is, Ricking-.in them by nature ; as ſome phylicall 
hearbs are cf apurging nature, others comfortable, they have it in 
their nature put inco them ſo to work,and itabides in them, but other 
are made (crviceabl» by Art, they are made {harp or ſwcere : Orin 
tooles, {oineart made (harp, fit for uſe, as a bone wil not cut our bread, 
- barwe maſt have ſomething made ſharp : fo things are made phyſical 
either by Nature or by Art. The Papilts call it Phyficall. in the Sacra- 
ment z. they (ay the Sacraments work naturally, if taken , they have a 
quality toconvey grace : the Sacrament raken, they ſay, will worke 
_ of it ſelfe; but itis a grofle conceit to fatishe a carnall heart : then a 
drunken wretch muſt have grace,if he can but have the uſe of the: $4. 
.-crament, : Thus the Papiſts derogate from Chrilt, by making aqulity 
to be inherent in the Sacraments,to convey grace into any man that 
recetves them. | 

The 24 diſtintion is, they are morally good, as ſome inſtruments 
, that have no power of themſelves, butas they are ſtated by way of or- 
dination, as: ke that uſes them doth appoint them: As a piece of wax 1s 
, appointed to ſeale.upa bargain,the Wax conveys nothing, it is appoin- 
red to bea witneſle to ſer forth the trath as the party is ingaged accor- 
ding to agreement : as -Elijahs Cloke divided the waters,it was not 
inthe Cloke, but it was a ſigne to intimate that God would be with 
. him, So the Braſen Serpent was appointed of God for the people that 
. were ſtung, by looking on it they ſhould be healed: there was no ver- 

eue in the brafſe to heale them + for afterwards.in Hezrkiahs dayes, he 
called it Nehuſptan,a piece of brafſe: Bur by Gods inſticution, God 
, uſed it aS'a meanes to work byy bur the vertuc was -in hjimſelfe ; .chere 
Was 


Cx). 
was no inkerent vertue in the braſſe, but God appointed it for this end 
23a moralt inſtrument. ; | | 
W hen the Sacraments are thus taken for ſuch an end, and to ſuch 
a work, there is a divine vertue goesalong with them for that end, the 
ſame power that did appoint them, will goe along with them,and will 
vr m them for thac end, There be chree things inthe inſtitution 
them. | | 

..1, Godappointing them out according to his will, in wiſdome and 
power, the bread Genifying the body of Chriſt as meat z the water (1g- 
nifying the blood of Chriſt waſhing away the guilt and fiich of our 
ren yn and good pleaſure of God going along With them for 

c2at end, 3. 

2 They are ſcales of Gods ingagement to man, that is ſignified by 
theſe his Fairhfulneſſe and Truth alwayes gee With it, Koms. 2 It 1s 
| _ The Seale of the Righteouſnefſe of F aith # S0AS It iS a$ (ute 
as tNat. - ;. : 

3 Thereis theaccompliſhment and performance thereof ; here {hill 
we find the good Spirit of God going loa; with this ordinance to ice 
it done, Marth.3 11. He ſhall baptizs you with the haly Gboſt,Cc. And 
Rom.2.29. T hat is Circumciſion that ts of the heart, Cc. SO aS the Sa-. 
crament is ſtated for that uſe, it hath alway thus , the good Spitir of 
God going along with it, & carrying it to the underſtanding,tt Fe 
fics all ſpirituali good co the underſtanding to a man that werthuly re- 
cejves it : it Carrics it ſacramentally : SO as it 1$ plain, No Man can 
Ioſtituce a Sacrament to hive the good of it as the Scale, che Spirit of 
God mult make good Gods engagement, fo as the hearr cannor getae - 
way from the goodnefle. | a * 
| 3 TheSacrament exiibits grace,ſo the Spirit of God go along with 
it, and fze itaccomplith:d; thus theirs is the ſame with ows; for theirs 
and ours comunicate the vertue of it by che Spiritof God: And hence | 
it followes, that it is of force as under the motion of that bleficd 5prro7s 
ſo that there is no inore of the Bread, no of the Wane that haie* th:s 
fruic, but Co-much as is uſcd to this end. Andas the Braz'n Serpent 
Was not of that uſe ta heale, - bur at that time the Lord had fer it apert 
for that uſe, and-therefore after wards it wag called Nenmnran, Hence 
tollowes a threefold colleRivn, | 

1 Hence this will bee a means tocaſe and help you 30 fre how 
the Spirit can work in Bapciſine. & 25 Oe 

The main worker is the Spirs;, all is poſſible to him, he can ſecretly 
docit jo a childe : he is not confin'd co our work, he can overthadow 
PT LE bs ove 
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the heart of a Child as he did the Yjrgin. 

2 In the manner of che working, in which we may ſee foure thing, 
- for our help. | | | 

1 The Sacrament of Baptiſme is a (ale of our firſt entrance ; and 
the Supper is our nouriſhing ia the family of Chriſt: And this being the. 
{cope of Bapriſine ſcaling ourfirſt work into Chriſt, that whereby w: 
are implanced inco Chriſt ; in which work weare meerly piſſive ; bur 
when weeare (ctled on Chriit , the truth is this , wee have agracious 
principle put 1nto us , and ſo we work by our (Elves; and by che help 
of the Spirit : but ac the firltthe Spirit makes us willing that we may 
all ic. Pkis is the confeflion of all our orthodox Divines. 

2 In this tuft grace wherein weare paſſive, God works in us with- 
Our us, all the worxcs weare pallive in, 

3 Hence we may fce the Spirit may as well ſeale within us without 
us as well as work within us without us, without any oppolitian, ther 
is the ſane reaſon for the one as the other; I know nothing to oppole , 
butit he doe the one; he may doe the other. | 

4 Hence we may -ſcr, it this betrue, that: he can ſcale within us, 
Wichoutus, itmay be conceived, that though there be no ſaving qua- 
lity comes from the Sacrament, the Spirit mzy worke in himſclte , and 
from hizaſclte, withour the work of the child. This makes it cafic to a 
mans apprehenſion: jtis indeed (ecret firſt. in God, in baptiline this 
is wrought , and the Spirit can ſealc as well as work it in the ſoul. 

The third Poticion : There is noquility in the Sacrament as a Sacra- 
ment, but meatly an inſtrument, a miniſteriall worke ; bur the Spirit 
can workic With eaſe : that way he did workin the 014 and new Telta- 
ment, in the very ſamehe worketh now. 

Now tqthe third Head, where.che main ſtreffe lies, and that is 1n 
the perſons that are capable of che covenant of Grace , and that we 
heard was no weakaelFc of faith, nor want of yeares ; Who be they 
thea that 5ecapable ſubjects ? For che opening the point, 

x1 \\ ewillexpiicate the point. 
2. We will anſwer the objections. of the adverſaries, thoſe that 
would deſtroy the comforts of the faithful. 

1 'Who be the (ubjeRts capable for this Covenant, .and we will 
ſpeak of ir. 

1 In generall: :y, in particular, And this generall (hull bee as 4 
Torch ſer on the top of apaire of ſtaires, that gives lizht almolt to all 
the roomes inthe houſe for paſlage,, |, 

The tirſ conclulion is, That the Seales doe notgive the firlt gol 
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| butder  thatſuchas doe receive them, are within the cove- 
nent of : Which covenant hath ever in the old, and now in like 
magacr in the new, ſealed up the covenant tothem that are partakers 
- of it: in'which we muſt confider three things, 

x The ſcalesof the covenant doe not give the firſt grace: I will not 
look argraceesit is in God, bur asit is communicated unto us ;'ir pre= 
: fares 2 former favour that they bring in them, and . being in the 
/covenant, they receive God byit. Ez+k,16.8. [ looked npon thee, and 

thy time was the time of love, and | ſpred my thirt over thet,and made 

acovenant with thie, and thou becameſt mine. Firit, it was a time of 
love, and then he takes them into covenant.) P/al. 106. 4,5. Remember. 
- me with the favour of thy people, &c. And\it the Sacram:nt give the 

firſt grace, then ir ſhould be given coall poop the Church could hin- 
der none, becauſc then.they ſhould hinder their comming to God, and 

the Apoſtle affirmes the contrary by ſaying, (1 Corimh. 5; 12,13.) 
What hve I to dee to judge them that are without, &c. The preach- 

ing of the Goſpel mult be to every cyearwre, becauſe that is a meanes 

to bring men to Chrilt ;' but the Seals are to be given to them that are 

wichin, When any of the Hcathen came to joyn with the Jewes, ir 

was lawfall for them to become Proſelyres, they were to turn Jewes, 

that was, toprofelſle the ſame faith with the Jewes : And when they 

were -joyned, then it wes lawfull to circumciſe them, but elſe it was 

notlawfull,- Firſt, they muſt have « being in the Covenant, and then 

thty might have the ſcales, 

The ſecond part of the Propoſition is, the Seale preſuppoſes all 
thoſe to be in the covenant of gracezthat have the Seals : for the Scals 
doe not make the Covenant, but eltabliſh the Covenant ; it is onely 
givento them that bein the Covenant : there is no ſeal put to a blank; 
fo ſeale here is taken for grantcd they are in the covenant. Hence bap- 
tilme, Coloff, 2.11, I» whons you were circumciſed, Cc. Hence we 
are ſaid ropwr on Chriſt, Galat. 3-27. ſoas all our incifion and adop- 
tionis ſcaled up by baptiſme , and i ſtabliſherh the heart. As 8. 37. 
If tho believe with all thy heart thow mayeſt,& c. It is not therefore a 
Carnall covenant, it ſuppoſes how afterward they ought to carry them- 
. ſelves, Rom.4.11,12. It i the ſealr of the righteenſneſe of Faith, (0 

8 by faith they receive it. ; 

They rake it for granted, 4brahaens had faith, how couldit be ſealed 
up? and therefore, I wonder,at the fpecch of the Autbour of a booke 
cone lately to-my hand : It is in the fifth page , I doe not finde the 
word yrveuve, thic he did believe in he ſeed, or thatit was required 


he 


- 


| {- 7; 
he ſhould ſodoe-, when the words are fo plain, Rom, 4; 11. Bythe 
word which he had , being nncircumerſed ; every part of the ſentence 
ſhews irforth, that faith, that did make Abraham a father of the faith- 
full and a patterne, did look to Chriſt as the Obje&of it ; and it looks 
maiply there : but e Abraham. wasa pattern, and therefore welook at 
Chriſt, as the bleſſed ſeed : that faith which he had, being uncircumci- 
fed, by which he was a father rothem that were uncircumciſed , that 
faith is ſuppoled to be the faith of the ſeed ; 1 know not how any body 
is able toavoid it, Philip. 3:9.- That 1 might be fonnd in bim., not ha- 
wing my own righteouſnes, &c. that faith of Abrabam did look at the 
blelfee) {ced. - That man ſpeaks doubttully-, which makes me feare he 
would have ſaid it was a carnall Covenant, but that he durſt nor, ſceing 
What was comming down the Hill upon him , which he was not able 
toavoid : bur the caſe is cleare , that which is preſuppeſed to be in 
eAbraham, before he was circumciſed, is preſuppoſed to bein all that 
areallowed toreceive as Abraher did, he being a pattern : if circun« 
ciſion did preſuppolc faith in e-Fbr«ham, it doth ſo to all that are to re- 
ceive-: the reaſoa is, if the ſame covenant and the ſame ſeal was to the 
reſt-, as was to Abraham; the fame is required that was in eAbra- 
bam, the fame thing ſeal up one and the ſame, it never differed, the ſame 
ſeale, it did feale toall alike ; ſoas the ſecond: part is plain in the text, 
Gen. 17,10, 11.12, This ſhall bee a token of my Covenant, 0. 
there was not one covenant for him, and another for them , but all is 
one and the ſame. Here it is objected, it was a ſeale to Abraham , hee 
had faith, but how was itzohis family ? A»/wey is, The ſcope of God 
in the place, is todiſcovera ſtanding rule, how facraments wete to be, 
not how they were to be ts unworthy perſons , but how they were to 
be to perſons that receive them aright,. look at Gods appointing of 
them, in regard of the nature of the ſeals, they doe ſeal np the ſame co- 
venant- of grace .to all that. receive them : it ſome pretend they had 
grace, and yet they crept in, and had.no grace, inwardly they de rived 
themſelves of the benctic of the Ordinance, yet in the nature of it, it 
aymesat this z but if the receiver hinder ,and ſtop the benefit, it 1s 
' his fault, the ſacrament is the ſame.: -for Children wee muſt look at 
them, as God allows us, and then they were within the covenant , for 
nonecould lay the con(yury , if there be any inconveniency acainſt Bap- 
tiſme in this, I Gay, if they had itaccording to their own defire, to men 
of years, 1 will fay, as much tor children, as they for them tis (cal 
of remiſſion of fins ; ſuppoſe hy ites offer themſelves to it, a3 57- 
mer agnd did s how.did it ſcale up bim , when he was: (till in 4c 
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-panle-of bitterneſſe ; ſoas there is the ſame inconveniencyin men,'pro® 
\ faich ; if we fay therefore, baptiſme is aor aſcal of our inci” 
fion, it is blaſphemy ; if we look at baptiſin as from God,itintends it» 
- the unworthunes of it doth hinder, but God intends it. As the Go- 
- ſpel,it is the favour of life unto life, ific be worthily received , but if 
it beabuſed,, then it is the favour of death unto death : IF men creep 
joto the Church, that are unworthy, and hinder the benefit, yer it hin- 
dersnot the ſeal. As the Charter ofa City is , all that ſerve out their 
years, and ſue out their libertie, ſhall be made free : a man comes our 
of his cime, and gets out this freedome ; if after , the Maſter come in, 
and ſhew-how he dealt baſely with him in his ſervice, and he forfeic 
all his freedome; will youſay, ſuch a Cities Charter is broken 2 No, 
but his bare carriage was the cauſc ; ſo the ordinance of God is the 
fame, and is not to be blamed, although the recciver be unworthy. 
So in the Supper of the Lord, He that receives it wnworthily eates and 
drinks bis own damnation , and i guilty of the body and bloed of the 
mo , and it is ſealed upto him , and yet the faule is not.in the 
C 

. 2, Concluſion, is this, being in the covenantof grace,is to be judg- 
ed according to rationall charity , and accordingly it is to be diſcerned 
and determined, according to the rule of rationall charity ; and this li- 
berty God hath deligated to the Church: for the diſpenſation of it,God 
gave it tothe father of the family in che wilderneſle; in the time of the 
New Teſtament it is given to the Miniſters : the ſeale is ourward, be» 
cauſe it is impoſlible for man to ſearch into the heart, and to diſcoyer 
 \\treally:; itis the Prerogative of God to ſearchthe heart, Jer. 17.10, 
. }Theheart 5 deceitfull above meaſure , who can know it ? I the Lord 
ſearch the heart. c-c, God knows the heart, many a man: judges 
highly of che things chat are naught. God hath commended theſe to 
his Church, and itis impoſſible to ſearch the heart, to tinde outa cloſe 
hypocrite : God allows us Church to go to rationall charity , to the 
rule of reaſon and love : by the bounds of love inlghtned by the rule 
of reaſon and Religion , and according to the rple , the Church may 
judge men; thus Fohy took a caſte of the men thar came to him in for- 
dan, by confclling their fins ; thus we mult proceed according to the 

bounds of love, cnlightned by Religion and rationall charity. 
. 3. This judgement according to the rules of rationall charity, is ly- 
able to miſtakes. Pant Was lone with Demas, and P exer WAS miſtaken 


bySymen ' Hague, andit is aid, they went our from us , becauſe they 
ere & deceive hins- 


Peeantef.o, or if Is bren of #7, D's en. > ſelf, 


| ts dound to goaccording 
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fe , 6.3, 1f a man think he is fomewhat, &g, yer the Church 
ſelf; Gaiu. 0.3 2 to Religion : we mult judge,and may pratice 


withoue fig when we are miſtaken, becauſe ic is our rule; if fubctiltieot 
kearc go.bcyond us, it is not the Churches fault, God doch require ig,; 
if he deceive bimſelf and me, in the judgement of charity and vericy, 
chaticy may be out-bid , therefore covenant grace iSone thing , and (a. 
ving grace is another ; according to the eye of man, and the Church, 
ſuch a man is fi; : Nov federall grace is fuch as all falie hypocrites have, 
federalgrace they have. enough ro ſhew , and may reccive the ſeals ; 
Now & is. poſſible hypocrites may be in the Church, that the Church 
arenatable to.condemn; nay tuppoſe there were a thouſand Churches 
in Ezzlard, an they teccive.the beſt according to therules of: charity, 
in rca{on cheremay be many hypocrites come-into the Church , for it 
is-4$ 2.dr4W nec, it hath bad as well as good , and it is a barn floore 
that: hath caffe,, as well as Wheat, it all were admigted, there are 
millions of perſons, wee cannot fay this mair is one ſealed for ſal- 
vation , ani tere is one ſealed for . perdrtion- 3 no man Can 
fay this child or c:45 man (hall be damn=dz I cannot ay, this or that 
man isa.reprobice, if all che Churches on carth were together ; there 
are many tha: (hall be dainned , yet I cannot fay this man or that ſhall 


_bedumned. 
4. .Concluſivn;-this-judgement of charity muſt proceed on divers 


Prounds, according to the divers Conditiens..of the men we have to 
deale withall of neccſlicy ; for inſtance, in the Old Law , no heathen 
mizhe be made partaker of the priviledges, Eſay 56. 4, Thus ſaith 
thy Lerd to the Emunuches that keep my Sabbaoth, and take beld 
of my. Covenamt,"©c. hefore wee receive him , wee muſt heare 


him, exprefle bimſcle, as they did not receive him , nor would — 
vatill be> expreſt himſelf ; Epbe/. 2:12, They muſt renounce ltr 


Idolatry, end imbrace the Law : the childe of this may,;:4nade par- 
taker of the (cal, I muſt judge himin covenant, hox/thall 1 have rea- 
ſorablechaxicy, here is no. profeſſion ? thgrexrE divers wayes of pro- 
cecdings ; fo that we'muZ proceed upsileverall grounds: Herice you 
may obſerve, men of years myKVÞF8 received by profeſſion, and contel- 
fion, and p-aCtice ; and therefore they muſt be | Sic from Children : * 
bow muſt bedone on.Cluldren? thns,in reference to-the covenant of 

their fathers, from thereferenge the Childe hath to thecovenarr. of the 


lather ,. iris niadc partaker of che covenant with the father;and by the 


| Ehaher Godhath promiſed, that ſhould be a means, not that the tather 


conveys Srace to the chulde(that is a dream) buthe utes the father as a 
YN means 


, 
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niciis, andthe will communicate hinfclf to the childe, a be ſers'fic : - 
here is my gronnd, thou art means to do good to the childe ; hence a+ 
gzinobſcrve, that if according co the judgement ef reafonable charity 

didjudge in f5rahems dayes,upon the feif-fame ground menmay 

oughe to judge children to have right-to the covenant; it they 
mighe, we may; our gromds are the fame, the covenant and feal are the 
fame, thet and now : this for the generall. 

5. Now to the ſpeciall, the fabjxts capable, and they are men of 
cars,and children : Firſt, What makes men of years capable : Second= 
y, Whardoesmake Chiidren capable of this fcal of inciſſion ; that is 

my main fcope; The Lord Chri!t hath different ſeals, he looks to the 
enterteinment of his ſervants, he: fuires his own end , and then he pro« 
vides for chem, that is, the ſapper of the Lord: Baptiſine 1$ the en» 
trance into his family, there is muck more tobe looked at, to make a 
perſon capable of the ſupper of the Lord ; a man! muſt be able to ex- -* 
avine himſelf , he muſt nor onely have grace, but growth of grace z he 
mult have'fo-much perfection in grace; as'ro ſearch his own heart, and 
ke.muſt de able to &5/cr7» che Lords body, or elſe, he is guiley of the bo- 
4) and. bleed of Chrift : (o as there is more required in this , for there 

beagrowth: But Baptiſme is our entrance, and the loweſt de- - 
gree of grace will ſerve here in the judgement of charity, | 

T. :] will hzw how it muſt be diſpenſed to men of years ;| what 

muſt be in them. romake-them-cap:biec;, and 1 (hall be ſhure here ; be- 
cauſe the difficulty lies not hzre. W nat makes them capable, and how it 
ls to be difcerned , we mult confider it in three things ,- according tO * 
wort 1 ſpeakof, men of years ; becauſe if any black- Mores , er of 
"i on nota ſhould come and offer-chemſclves, they muſt be ths ad+ 
 Firft, Thoſe are worthy, that be ſerifible of their finand miſcry ther 
attend upon them , and be-willing and xcady to bewaile their ſin , ang 
muſt be freely willing to know ther , and know the gaanner of the 
COtamitting of them, and eonfeffe them afcer rhat manner , that the iti» 
telligent hearer, that is judiciouſly* chaticable, may think rhey have 
ne epentanee , that he may have good hope his heart is in fuch 
- frafne of ſorrow, as all may paffe ſentenceupon reaſonable charity ; 
and'then we.may praftice according to arule, ard noc be miifled'; thits 
did eb», Matth. 3.6. Thoſe that camt to him weye baptiz'd of nm, . 
Confe ng therr ſins « and in the Briyerſe, beexVovr; hem, whit they 
YP 
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Poulldve; beg fb#th fruits worthy, &c. 48 if he-(houtd havefaid, 
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repetitatice, let your praRtces{hew it, your actions 
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muſt cary/Weight for weight,your converſation hold ld hold correſpen- 
dency with your profeſſion ; you makea profeſſion here , make ierel 
by your converſation , let it beas you profefſe, As 2. 37. They were 
prickedin their hearts, &c.. {o let your carriage be, that we may haye 
hope youare the ſame within, that you profelic a earn, # 
- Secondly, They mult not onely be ſenſible of their fin , but they muſt 
be ſenſible of rheir inſufficiency to help themſclves , and be willing to 
yeeld co Chrilt co help them, Luke 30. 9,10. where the ſtory of fob; 
preaching is recorded ; wherein the ſpirit of God ſhews his great wil- 
dom toule ſeverall expreffions from that in Matthew, that we may 
.readall che Evangeliſts , thar we may be acquainted with them , there 
he calls them @ generation of Vipers, and forewarns them of wrath ts 
| come, Whenthis word came, then they began tobe trou-led, and bee- 
ing driven to a ſtand, ſec how they ſpeak, che people they come and ack, 
' what ſhall we doe ? and the ſouldiers they ask,, what ſhall wee ace ? us 
if chey ſhould ſay ; we (ce our (ins, and here is guilt ; we are Willing to 
hear what we (hall doe? they did got know how to deliver themſelves; 
and ſo Peter in the Atts 2, Repent and be baptiz::a, for the remiſſion of 
your ſins ;- that is, {ce your need of a Saviour , and look to him for help 
chroughbaprifine ; 'that is, your inciſion into Chriſt, and having par- 
ticipation of thg obedience of Chriſt, baptiſm ſeals up this it men ot 
years: Why ſhould we come to Chriſt ciſe? both theſe laſt are required, 
when Chrilt gave a commiſſton to his Diſciples , Marth. 28.18. Go 
zeach all nations, &c. teach, is make thera Diſciples or Prolelytcs, 
and then Baptiſe them: the Apoſtles were ſenramong the heathen,an! 
_ They were men of years , make them Diſciples for me, and then bapcizec 
them , this was their commiſſion. 

Thirdly, It is Gods mechod, to look at people as they are incove- 
ant With the Church, it is a Church ordinance, chat is the reaſon now 
1 theſe dayes,that none but Officers of the Church can diſpence them, 
the ſcale makes pood the communion : Hence in the Old [cſtament it 
,Was to the Jews, to Abraberm and his ſeed ; it the Gentile be paria- 
Ker of it, they. muſt firſt be made Proſclites : ſo it was to the Jews 
- oncly,and thoſe that joyned with the Jews; the frame of the ſcriptures 

Iye that way: Epheſ.2.11.Circumcifion was the proper name of a Jew, 
and Uscircxmc:/ion Was the proper name af a Gentile,and Rom. 3-30- 
One God juſtifies Zew-and Gentile ; that which is ſaid of circumciſien 
,,may be (aid of the ather ordinances, they are to them that arc ina Church 
.eltace ; Henceit.is obſerved, Exc. 12. 43, 44. Ne frenger may 
045 thereof , but theſe born in the boſe , andbewght with money m_ 
| Apes. ooedt G2. ce Rand _—_ | W 
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when they were circumciſcd,fo as it is in a Church way,as we ſhall de- 
bate more afterward. If a man come ont of the Eaſt-Iniies, if he were * 
fitto receive the ſcales, wee cannot conſtrain him co receiv@hem, the 

Churchhachns power to conſtrain him to be baptized : Bur if he will 

ſabmir co the covenant of the Church, then the Church hath power ; 

bueit he refuſe co receive the Sacrament , we have no power to cons 

ſtrain him. Now the evidence and equity of the reaſon is plain': If a 

Church/have no power but in a Church-way , thena perſon hath no 

rale techallenge it but ina Church- way : It he ſay, I will not be bap- 

tzed, but will deprive him{clte, we have nopower to impoſe ir. upon 

him ; but if he ſubmit, we may. L»ke 7. 29, 30. The Publicans were 

baptized, bur che Scribes and Phariſees would not , and he did not 

torce them, ner he could not force them : but make Diſciples, and chen 

baptize them, bring them into the covenant and then baptize chem. 

Atts 2; | They were joyned to the (hurch , and then they continned 
with the Apoſtles. 

UVfe, You fee what God calls for of ni6n of yeares : It isa word of 
advice to-thoſe that be now men of yeares ; Underitand what you 
ſhould doe that you may have the bencfir of the Ordinances according 
to Gods appointment ; doe not ſatisfie. your ſelves in the judgement 
of the-world ,but ſearch your hearts, if you be fitted for a Church e- 
ſtate,how ever the world think of you, labour robe ſo really. or elſe the 
ſeales will be uneff<Ruall to you, circumciſion is efteRuall if you keep 
the Law,or elſe it will be nothing : you profeſle your (clves Chriſtians, 
your Baptiſme is good, if you keep the. Law, and walk ſutable thereun- 
to, otherwiſe you may deccive your ſelves. Galat. 6. 3. If hee thinke. 
himſelfe ſomething, &c. therefore try your own hearts ; if you bee 
more in ſhew then in ſubſtance, you have no cauſe to joy in the ordi- 
nance of God that you doe enjoy : and therefore examine your ſclves, 
it-is nor What other meh think orqudge of you ; For you may lole all 
the benefit of ordinances , and loſe your felves and 2l,. and loſe your 
profeſſion, and all that yowhave done m the Goſpel, if youdoe not | 
fearch yourſelves. Rows.2 29. He th a Jew that 1s one within, whoſe 
mou wnot of Man, but of God; that will give him aſlarance if hee 

found in the tatutes of God: whoſe prai/e #« not of man but of God, 
- ſucha man may have comfore. 1 John3.21. Jf our hearts condemne 
wot, then have we beldneſſe, cc. otherwile if men think you be 
| 8 298 you know youarc not ; if men think youare true, and you 

you are falſe : God knowes all things, and will proceed more 


rigidly againſt you, he kno wes moxe then your ſelves doc. | 
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* New to the next Head, [#fants are capable: And here is the maine 
__ the buliteſſe,aod cherfore you mult give me leave co expatiaee, 
I will be @& more large where che thiculty lies, and I will open 
my ſelfe in ſeverall propoſitions how to diſcern they are capable, 
 Firit, Thar there is a portion and proviſion of Grace: appointed by 
+God, and beſtowed of God on ſome children, according to the coun. 
{ell of his own will. Hereare two things to be avoided, 
-/. 1 Caurioliry : for ſecret wn, (8 to God. 
2 Careleſneſſe : for where God kath a mouth to ſpeak, we muſt 
. have an eareto heate., 

We mult be carcfull therefore to -know this truth : But what the 
number of Infants be, and after what manner he doth beſtow this 
Grace, I will ay nothing ; but what the Word hath learned me,I will 

learn you , Thar ſome children are cleted, and God will fanQuific 

- them, and glorifiethem ; but for the number, and manner, I leave that, 

- Mr Spil:bery oppoſes two of theſe, ' Ele ion 'and Glorification , when 

they are azain(t che expreſſions of the Word ; ſo they arenotonely er- 

+ - rors, butgroſſe errors, In the third page, line 14. his words are, They 

"muſt be capable of Grace, or elſe they are nor elefed, Now he faith, 

+ children in their nonage are not ſubjeRts of E/cttzo»,or of Glory, [ 

oppoſe both; There is a portion ef Grace for children,and Glory :1t he 

ſpeak to the Purps(e,and fay,there is no faith in Eleftion; or capability 

, of Glory.; I doe not think children becauſe they are children, are «= 

lefted:& glorified, there is no ſhew of che queltion'in that ancient 

men are noteleed becauſe they are old, nor glorified becaule they are 

old ; he will ave them from ſinne, not as they are old, or rich, or ho- 

no:able, that is not ſenſible; &cherefore his meaning is, that Children 

fallnot within compaſle of eleQion, nor if they dye, to have glory; 

.and that is agrollecrror, There is a number of children chat it is the 

. purpoſe of God according tocleftionto fave them. Rowe 9.11,12, The 

Children being not yes born, it was ſaid, The elder ſhalt ſerve the youn- 

_ ger, & 6, Aad Aalach.1. 2,3. as not Eſam }acobs brother? yer 1 lo- 

; ved Facob, andhated Eſtn. And, Rom. g. 18. Whons be will he hare 

dens. And this is upon.children not as children, but while they are 

:Cach; all che men jn the world arecither veſkls of mercy, or veſſels of 
wrach, according tothe good will of God. 

Now if all be undereleRionor reprobation, to ſay all children are 
.rejeRted, were groſſe, Geneſc 25.22, 23. Thechildrew ftreggle in bir 
momb, rhe Lord ſaid, T wo Nations are inthy womb, &c. And they 
were types of the childrewof light, and thecchildrenof darknefle, and 


% 
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ſo muſt our children be children of light, or children of darkneſſe. 
Now toſay all are rejected, he hath notthe face of a man that will (ay 


ſo ; for the Word hath taughe us the contrary. 
Secondly, if there be a number of children to whom the Kingdome 


. of Heaven belongs unto, then blefſednetie belongs to children : Bur 


that itis (o, appears, ſa: I9. 14. For of [nch the K ingdomw of Hea- 
ves. Now'Anabaptilts darken that place, and ſay, Theſe are not chil- 


-dren,buc men of years, ſuch 3s are humble, & of a childlike diſpoſition, 
- But the - Gloſle does corrupt the Text, and crofles the ſcope of the 


place : for Chriſt ſpake ic co make it appeare they may bee blefled * 
here, thus : If co ſuch belong the Kinzdome of Heaven, they may bee 
plorified ;' if they may be glorified, then they may be bled here. The 


{ſenſe the Anabapriſts give, makes ic ſenſle(ſe : if it (and thus,the King- 


domeof heaven belongs to the humble, ic is one thing to be humble, 


. and another thing to be bleſſed. 


What is this to childrenof yearcs 2 If children belong to heaven, 


thry may be bleſſed here , and therefore our Saviour calls them, and 
' bids them come to him, that he might blede them : and the nature of 


the ching teacheth ir; for thereare but ewo places after this lite, Hcll 
or Heaven, except men Will follow the dotage of the Papilts, to make 
a Purpatory, Which fire was kindled in the Popes Kitchin, Now to 

al *children thac are dead are in hell,chey dare rot fay (or; now 
that Mc Spilsbery faith, He will [ay nothing to it : he mult (ay fo ; for 
he can ſay nothing co any purpole , regs fon he ſpeakes that todazle 
mens eyes. 

Thirdly, there are ſome children God will work grace in now, 
Loke t ty. it is faid of Fohn, That hee was filed with the holy 
Ghoſt from his mothers womb, Chriſt did fanitie one, to ſhew there 
tre more that ar- 22d (hall beſanQihed here, and therefore-1t appeares 
there area number of children that God doth beſtow grace uponhere, 
and {hl be glorified hereafcer. | 

And althouzh the manner of Gods working upon children be ex- 
traordinary 11 mans account , yer itisordinary with God to work ic 
in them, that day he workes faith in chem, certainly they ate as capa- 
ble of the work of che Spirit, as menare;; bur'the manner of working 
is ſecrete, But it is Gods commot-courſe ; and cerezinly he doth 
_ faith in them, [nfants are as capable as men confidering the work 
of the Spirit. | | Ei 

"The bebad Propoſition : Although the cmanner of working be ex- 
traordinary in reſpc& of the mceanes , _ che perſons upen whom it 
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is Wrought, yet in regard of God it is ordinary andeaſie ; and he doth 
certainly work faith in the hearts of infants that dic in their infancy, 
that areeleed ; and alſo-in regard of the Spirit that is the worker of 
it in them.. ; | 

r Itis extraordinary in regard.of the meanes ; it we have an eye to 
the meanes, that puts norforch that power as it doth. when thereis a 
concurrence of all chings that are ſatable. to work with the means; any. 
therefore when this is wanting now to do it,;s extraordinary; But in- 
fants doe not, nor cannot thus concurze : for they cannot exerciſe their 
underſtanding, they cannot put it forth as men of yearcs can doe, they 
cannot- put forth to the ſignification, they cannot take it in ſo far as to 
affc& their hearts with the nature of it : therforeall ſuch power upen 
their aftual apprehenſions,fignification, taking, & working,of abilyrics 
of their own, it is onely to men of yearcs, itis beyond the rank __ Ot's 
der of infants , and the means cannot worke.in this regard beyond 
their order and rank , to:doe as to men of yeares they may. And the 
ſame.may be. {aid cf circumciſion ; for thete is the like difference .- 
tween menof yeares and infants in that, and yet this. did not hinder 
Gods end.in that ordioance, nor did it prejudice the good God inten- 
ded to beltow upon infants, though the abilities of infants could not 
reccive it from the Ordinatce, or the Ordinance receive help fron 
chem : for this isextraordinary, and beyond the parts of a child, that 
is the meaning of it, | 

2 Yetin regard of God it is his ordinary courſe, and certainly he 
doth work faith in the hearts of all eleed infants that dyc in their in- 
fancy. Doe not (tumble that I uſe the phraſes of Ordinary and Extra- 
ordinary in regard of the parties and meanes, it is ordinary witb 
God, for we may ſee it ſo- in other workes of God, as inthe work of 
vocation thereis an infuſion of a ſpirituall principle into the ſoulr, 
whichis beyond ll the abilities of the nature of any man to bring it in- 
to his own ſoule : but if we look at the work of God, then the way 
that God hath made knowo, is ordinary,.and a continued courſe toin- 
fuſe. a-principle of grace into the, ſoule, So it is Gods ordinary way 
to put faichinto an infant that, is:cleted,: and dies an infant. As for 
inftance, there are many revelations of God, every revelation is a reve- 
lation of the Spiric, butit is accordmg to the Word. Now although ic 
38 exttaordinary in regard of the workof the Spirit revealing ; yet it is 
ordinary with God. Now this comes to the keart of the cauſe, there- 


tore in this giveme leave to do three things, | 


1 Ic 


| an) 
*,*x Toopenthe meaning, and ſtate the queſtiofN, how God doth 
put faith into infants. | 

2 That it ſhould not ſeem hard, nor men ſhould not think it hard to 
ſay, God works in-this manner. 

.3 Wewill give yauthexeaſons of it, | 

1 Inthemeaning of it, the ſecrefie of God does drive men to much 
trouble : it-is like an unbeaten way to the Seamen , they mult ſound e- 
very part of it.] 4 | 

x Some think it is kept in his own ſecret will. 

2 Some think the Spirit does work it. 

3 Some think God puts in a ſced of faith. | 

+ 4 Somethink theres a habic of faith pur into the Soule. 
". $ Some think God does powre faith into the heart of infants that 
die ininfancie that be elefed, that they ſhall be converted,and pur into 
Chriſt : this is the enain truth of the queſtion, God does powre it in- 
to the ſoule, and ſo the (oule is converted,and plantedinto Chriſt as the 
- head of the covenant. This is the ſtate of the controverſie, and this I 
ſhall labour co ſtrengthen, 

2 Secondly, itſhould not be ſtrange, nor need not to bee counted 
hard coany judicious Chriſtian,toaſſent to this. «The reaſon is,, becauſe 
there is a work alike,in a parity to that which1s daily expreſſed in the 
courſe of Gods providence,and is acknowledged by all judicious, with- 
out doubt. And if it be ſo, why may henot doe the like in this That 
; there isalike work, and that ic is acknowledged, appeares thus : It is a 


- confeſſed truth that the Lord does infuſe a foule into the body, and the* _ © 


ſouleis pure and holy as it comes from him , otherwiſe God mult be 
the authour of ſinne ; yet through the ſinne and guile of Adam, the 
ſoule is turned from God, and is poſicſt with originall fiune, and fo fin 
and guiltis imputed, and the curſe juſtly inflited. And the ſoule being 
thus wholly"turned trom God, it is wholly poſleſt wich originall cor- 
ruption. It is adeluſion to fay the ſoule is propagated. jen. 5. 3. A- 
dam beg at a ſonne in his own inage, being wholly turned from God, 
and turned to ſin, And Fobs 3.6.T hat which i born of the fleſo u fieſs; 
all comes from the fin of Adamw,Now mark, it this be ſo, that the (1n'& 
pail of Adawis thus conveyed,and the guile & curſe , this is done dai- 
,though we ſce not the manner how it 1s' done: , then\why may not 

. Chriſt convey gracezturne the heartof a chuld from fin to himſelf? the 
ty is the ſame as before,and look tothe cauſe, and it is greater in the 
iatter then inthe former : if welooke at Chriſt , there is an advantage 
Uurcalon to belieye the latter packer che the former ; and why howld 
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it.be thought a thin ineredible, ſeeing the .firſt Adams can turn away 
the ſoulefrom God, bur that Chrilt by the power of his merits, may 
convert Infants to hunſelte; and why then ſhould it bee incredibl; > 
Now one. of tkele are done from day ro day, and none doubt cf it, 
3 ineane the firſt ; and the ſecond we have more advantaze to belicve, 
- becauſe the ſecond Adam is above the hiſt, and why then thould rot 
the ſecond Adam be as readily afſented unto as the firſt ; bur eve 
manis forced to yccld thefirit (thar is judicious) 1.t vs nor doubt the 
(ccond, | 
One thing is to be noted in Mr Spi/sbery's Booke, in the 1 2'> paze, 
19 lines from the end, where he faith, The word condemnes none bt 
for atuall ſinne ; if he mean, as he muſt needs doe, no man 1s con- 
demned but for the ſinne of the party it ſelfe; it is a grofle error, Rem, 
5-12. For 4s by one mav ſinne entredinto the world, and death b y fine, 
©c, and ſo inthe © $'> verſe, Tf by the finne of one man judgement came 
«pon all, then for the ſtnne of Adam God may jultly condeirne 31), 
though they never commitactuall fin, is the judgement of all thatvarc 
judicious. Death over-ſpread all by Adams ſinne, and therefore wee 
{-e in infants that dye, Adams (1n was aRuall ; and let him ſhift whit 
| hecan, the caſe is cleare, and the word condemnes men for original! 
ſine : The wages of ſinne 1 death ; {o original finne it is the rcbclling 
aJaml(t the Jaw of our mind, and therefore jt mult be ſinne, and to fay 
the contrary, is a grofic fulſome error : Mark when ſuch errors coine 
from che pens of men, it ſhewes there is more behind; and he mult 
ſay, cither originall fin is no ftn, or that infants have no originall fine : 
And if he {1y ſo, then the fin of the heathen cannot hinder, but that all 
their children that dye, muſt be ſaved. 1f you look in the torcnamed 
placein his book, you may finde it : 1 ſpeak it that men that have the 
- books may find it. And let ro man think that theſe things be {trange. 
ſeemg the like is done, that you may-fee wich caſe. | 
3 NowlTwill giveyouin the Reaſons ; bar firſt let me Jay ſome 
grounds before ] diſpute it. - 
1 Grewnd, All infants are guilty of ſinne, and liable to the guilt, 
and curſe,and condemnation forfin ; they are all guilty, becauſc thcy 
wereall in Adams loyns,as ina common root;and therefore they muſt 
{hare with him: Dos andtive,Doe not and diepiritually : And {o he 
. Falling, all his poſterity is pofſeſſed with original! ſane, as Gene. 5. Hee 
begat 4 ſonne in his own lihene(ſe, What was the Tmage of the firlt A- 
daws ? Ignorance, and unbeliefe,und tubbornawſle, &c. es wee have 
born the Image of the earthly, ſo we-muſt brare the Image of the hea- - 
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venly ; bnt we have bern the image of the earthly , Joh. 3.6. That © 
which ts born of the fleſh us fleſh, &c.” And azain,none can bringa clean 
thing our of «@uncl an; therctore Children dying 10 fin , the Curſe is 
theirs. Warn 5 | an 
24 Groznd, Children being guilty of ſin and.the curſe , they muſt 
be delivercd , but they cannot deliver themſelves ; and therefore they 
mult be delivered by aiiocher , and none can deliver chem but Chrilt ; 
for there 1s no other name whereby weecan be ſaved ; Atts 4. and 
therefore it is he that muſt fave Infaars. - 
37. Grownd, It Iofants muſt be faved by Chri?, and have aſhrein 
grace and glory, then they mult be unitcd unto Chriſt ; for where. 
there 1s NO uuton, tuereis no communion ; therefore if they have com- / 
munion, thcre mult be union; He that hath the ſanne hath life , and 
bethat bath not the ſonne hath not life ; and John 1.12.70 a5 many as 
recejue-lim, to th:m be pave prerogative to be the ſonnes of God,even 
to tbers that believe on his name... 
 4-ſherc is no wjon With Ch: it without azreement of both parties, 
- for ut there be oppoulicion of oc partie , it 15 dilſcntion avd not anon z 
and nature cannot unite it {.1t co Chrilt , and <orrup 10: will nor, and 
thcrdore grace muſt, nature cannot, 1Cor. 2 14 T he natural man 
underft anderh not the things of God , neither can ke, cc. (a5 Nature 
caanor, it mult be a ſpiritu.l: tiame, and Fohn 14. 17. Chrift pro- 
mes to ſend the ſpirit, which the world cannot recque, nor corrupizon 
wiA not: Rom, S$. 7. T oe Carnall minae us Ke Gr God, 1t I's 
n:tſubjet to the Law of God, neitber indeed can be, toe flc{tt will 
oppo. ; bur only Chriſt and grace cannot but-conſer:t ro rhe CONT» 
ry ,2 Cor.6,17. ther:fore it mult be by gracgand Chill wutt givethe 
grace, by which we come to cloſe With hjm, if any grace , then faith; 
ny tauh before any , becaulc it is the uniting grace « you young one's, - 
lake this in, Children muſt be ſaved by Chriit ; for theſe An«baprijts 
will be dealing wich you, they ſtudy nor-(elt-denya!l nor humility ; 
and theretore they will be dealing with Childten : but know , faith 
is the grace of union ; if Children. will have glory , they mult have a 
ſharein Chriſt by grace ; th:refore they mult have the grace of union, 
that is, by:taith they mult be united untoChriſi ; or take iexhus, if they 
beunited a1to Chrilt, they have grace, and cherctore taith, if chey are 
converted unto Chriit : It Children ave communion,they inuſt have 
union L pr 20" be elected, they have communion, becaule they 
e glorifed, | 
It Chuldren dyc ja their infancy, that be cleRed, they are converted 
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really, and they have faith wrought inthemin truth, it is a truth ont 5f 
the ſcripture ; if they did not believe there was no converfion in the 
Old Teſtament, converſton and faith is thefame ;' but they are really 
converted : if they be not really converted; then they areaverted trom 
Gol eternally unto fir; they cannotſay ſo, forif they doe, they muſt 
fay, they are damned ; for ic is contrary to their being in heaven, for it 
they enjoy God, they muſt be converted ;- think of this you that are 
Wiſe: to ſay a manmay depart from God, and live with God , itis 1 
profcI:d contradition, for it is a hell to ſtand againſt God , if it were: 
in heaven , and an humble heart is happy in hell ; and therefore it is to 
lay , a perſon is faved, and yet heis damned. 

All che ſinfull ſons of men, that ſtand defiled with origina!l ſinng , if 
God ſave them without faith,then he ſaves themin che ſtatcot unbelict, 
they are unfaithfull;if God will fave them, he ſaves and maintains them 
in a ſtate of unbelicfe , contrary to oh 3.18. Hee that believerh not 
:s condemned already; andelle where itis ſaid, He that believes nor ſhal 
be dawin:d; and if God ſave them jn aſtate of unbeliefe , then he muſt 
maintain them in aſtateof unbeliefe, and in thar eſtate he is an unca- 
Pable ; ſnbjcct in all capable ſubjets take away the perteRion,, and 
imperfeRion will follow ; take away ſight from theeyes, and blinde- 
neſſe will follow ; and take faithfrota the ſoule, and unbelict will fol- 
low ; fo that if faith be gone , unbelief will be there 2 but they (ay, 
thoſe places arc meant of men of years; that is but a ſhift ; they may (ay 
it is but meerly affirmed and we deny it, and our denyall is as 200d as 
their affirmation : but we fay, as the word faics , He that believeth 
" #ot ſhall be damned ; wn&ir is contrary to the nature of the thing, for 
if God fave them, and maintain chem in their unbelife, hee mult fave 
their ſoules and their ſins, and ſo they muſt carry their unbelict into 
heaven (and. if that be taken away faith will be there ) and if unbe- 
licfe be there, there will be a departing from God, as Heby. 3.12.7 ake 
heed leaſt there be in any vf you « heart of wnbelizfe , &c. ſo that there 
mult be a departing from God it) heaven, this is a contradiRion , and 
-therefore it is a meer conceit. fo 

5. Thoſe that arc accepted with God, thoſe mult have faith ; but 
ſo arecle& Children that die in their infancy ,» Heby, 11, 4. By faith 
Abel o red unto God a more excellent ſacrifice then Kain, &c. hy 
is God offended , bur for fin , and itcannot be removed but by faith ; 

for we muſt kave Chriſt ro remove our ſin , and-if we will have Chriſt, 
we muſt have faith ; and as for juſtification and ſanRitication,-ſo of 
glorification, all cone by Chriſt ; and therefore they mult have faith, 
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or elſe they muſt come unclean into heaven ,- but that' is impoſſible, 
for no unclean thing ſhall enter into heaven , they mult be converted 
uato Chriſt, 

Now to the third thing : the third branch is, that in regard of 
the operation of the ſpirit, Infants are as capable as men ; I am forced 
ro ſpeak thus, becauſe I muſt have to deale with Mr.Sps/sbery, and that 
I might meet with him, 1 have on purpoſe cxpreſfcd my {elf on this 
manner : When it\js objeed to him, thac Infants are capable, 
be anſwers in the 44:page, and the 12> line, thus , If by being ca« 
pable be meant oppoſition againſt the Spirit , that they cannot oppoſe 
the ſpirit in working on them, then ſlones are capable; for God can 
raiſe of tones Children to Abraham : bat if this be the meaning, they 
are as able to comply with the Spirit, [ deny it : and to affirm that this 
w the way God wſcs to bring children ts him, Toppoſe it 3 andit ara 
gnes ignorance to ſay [0. | £ 

To which I anſwer, itisthe truth of God, and it is Gods way to 
work ſo, and that-C hildren are »$ capable as men of years ; it we eye 
the operationot the Spirit , and the diſpenſation thereof , they are as 
capableas men, much more therctore then ſtones ; and that 1 will 9- 
pen and prove in foure things. : 

» Firſt, The aature of man as it was made fit for grace before the fall; 
ſoit is capable of grace at:cr the fall of Adam, when I fay capable, 
Iſay two things. : | 2 

1. The ſubſtance of the ſoule and body need not be changed from 
their being, when they receive grace, the nature of the ſoule and body: 
being not-changed , bur unfirted for any ſpirituall werk : As take 2 
Clock that all che wheels, are out of frame, you necd not make. neW- 
Wheels but enely reRifie them, if they be foule make them clean , iÞ * 
they be wrong rizhe them ; ſo by the fall of Adamall, ſoule and body: 
is out of frame, and out of joynt , the minde unfit 'to know God, and 
the will anfittoclaſe with. God ; before the fall all were in frame, buc 
when it jarred againſt the Law , then Originall ſinne.came upon al] his 
ſeed, and that:makes them jarre. againſt the law - now whena ſinner 
comes to bereneucd, there needes not new facultics, but thoſe he 
hath, to be ſer in frame. this is the meaning of the Spirit of God, fer- 
4.4. Plow wp your failew ground, ec. lo the minde 1s arrable ground 
although ic be Fer grown with lults,that as thereis no fruit of holines 
to God,or righteouſnes tomen z but the mindeof man is overrun with 


| diſtempers, and therefore (as they. fay ) we mutt give it another tilling, 


by plowipg up the weeds , and Row, 6, 19+ 4s jou have gruen jour 
ee + | members 
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. mwitnbers weapons to unrighttonſnes ; fo now grue your members a; 
ſervants unto righteouſneſſe, wnto holineſſe : the.meaning is,as We have 
given our members, in the ſame proportion as we have given them to 
fin; ſo we ſhould give them to be at the command of the {pirit , the 
ſameunderftanding, will, and aft:&ions ; whereas, if God raile them 
out-of itones, as he can doe , he mult tirſt giveit to be a man,and mare 
ic ro have a body and a (oule, and then convert it; but he ned 
not doe fo, when he comes to men or children : As if 2 man 
would have a crop of Corn upon a rock, he muſt firlt make it 
ground , and then- plow them ;, but it hee have ground , a:t wugn 
- 1t have thoras and rubbiſh, when he hath removed that , he may plow 

it, and expect acrop, becauſe ground is capable to bear Corn, Now 
the proof of the pountis plain ; chat the nature of man is capable, it ap- 
pears ; that which is capablef a privation is capable of the habir of 
the-contrary grace,ofneceſliry ; the in beeing of 1 thing requires a capa- 
/blens; the eye canaot be ſaid to be blind exc-pt ir be capable of leet: g; 
it 15 not ſaid, arnans hand is blinde, becaulic it 1s not capable of (ceing; 
{o the body may be (aid ro bedead, becauſe it is capable of life'; (o ics 
in the underitanding, it 1$ full of blindencfle , becauſe it is capable ct 
ſeeing ; and fo the will is ;capable of hohnelle ,  Epheſe 5. 8. Once you 
were darknes , now yow are light in the Lord, cc. and 1 Cor, 15 49, 
As we have born the [mage of the earthly, ſo we muſt beare the nag: 
of the heaventy ; the body is tick, ard it may have help, 

Secondly, Our nature is notnextly fit tor grace,yet it is capaÞlz, that 
is, the roome may be made fit, though it be nor fit for the preſent : as 
a Veſlell chat is fall of ill liquor , it is capable to hold good liquor , buc 
1t.15 not fic_bctore che filthy liquor be powred out : fo our nature is 
capable of grace, we need not - 7 5g our betas, bat wee mult bce 
made fit, - 

/ 2% Particular, The ſpirit of God does'in all men,whether young ot 
old, firtt looſe the ſoulec'of afinner from (in and (clt, by his © lmighty 
power ; before he puts a principle of grace into the toule , and b<tore. 
he leads the {oule to God in Chriſt, this mutt be done ; rake 3 childe, 
or a man, God does work this, it is the nature of Gods diſpenlarion, 
Afts 26. 18. To open their eyes, that they may turn from dar kn?ſe 
to light,” and from. the power of Satanto God, exc. Fitlt, they arc taken 
from under: him, and then they are turned ro God , fad fohn 15.19, 
" Recanſe Ihave choſenyou ont of the world;ther fore the werld hates you, 
&c.you were pnder the power of (in, and I havecallied you out, & then I 
Wall cal you co my ſdlf;:Col.1.13.4bo bark delivered us from the ago 
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 Whereby Infants Baptiſoue is proved, 33 
of darkne (ſe, and traxſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Son,cc,\We 
mult be cut oft from the wilde Olive before we can beplanted into the 
erue Olive ; It was never known an Imp (could (grow on gyo ſtocks 
at once ; you cannot ferve two Maſters, you cannot be in Hell 
Heaven together , there cannot be two Gods in ons heart, it is nor 
poſſible : therefore ſee how Foh prepares the way for Chriſt , Lu{e 
3+ 5;6,7. The mountains muſt be laid low,and the crooked things muſt 
be made ſtrait , and then they ſhall ſee the ſaluation of God: (o it is 
withall the ſonnes of Atm , nature and reaion will conſtrain the 
ſame. | "40 
Thirdly, In this double work of the ſpirit, the ſpirit depoſes fin and 
ſelf, and chen powres in a principle of grace ; in both theſe, all men ' 
that receive dhe worke of the ſpirit are mezre patients : jwhen Y 
it depoſcs (in and ſelf, young and old , all are meer patients, all mon, | 
children,and infants; thus itis inall on whom the great work of con= 
verſion is, they are meerly patients ; we have already made it good- 
 Iwill give yeu ewoor three reaſons of it. 

1, Averſion cannot bee a cauſe of ſalvation , a frame to turn from 
God cannot help a man toturn to God , no more then light can cauſe 
darknefle, fin and ſelf carry the ſoule from God ; and theretore it can- 
not carry the ſoule to God, Gal.5.17. For the fleſh luſteth againſt the 
ſpirit , and the ſpirit laſteth againſt the fleſh; and thoſe are contrary 
one toanother, Now.that whichdeſtroycs the work of the ſpirit, can- 
not bring itin, Rem, 7. 18. 1 know that inme, that 1s, in my fleſh 
dwelleth no good thing : now that which hath no ſpiricuall good, can 
doe no ſpirituall good , and ſo ic cannot helpe to God. 

2. That which cannot be ſybje& to the Law of God , cannot be a 
Cuſe of the work of the ſpiric , bur ſin and (elf cannot be ſubjeR, and 

therefore they cannot be the cauſe of the working of the ſpiric; nay, 
the nature of man cannot be , nay they cannot ſuffer the work upon 
them , they are not able to bearit, Rom 8.7. 1t 55 not ſmbjett to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be. : 

3. That Which is wholy beyond the power of corrnpt nature, that 
corrupt nature cannot bee the cauſe of ; bur cv put off (in and (elf , ts 
Wholy beyond the power of corrupt nature ; for nothing can work 
7 ow the power of its own principle ; and of our ſelves , we are not 
able tq think a good thought ; Soit muſt be given us,ſo we have gain- 

cd this ,\that therefore, we arcall meer patients in the work of con- 
verfion, both men and children. 


4. Here lics the life of the anſyer in theſe ſcvorall works, where the 


24 Tha Covenant of Grace opened,” 
eart$are ſufferers, the.ſoules of Infants are as much fic as the ſou!es 


of any man, and not ſo much unfit as the ſoules of many men to re. 
ceive grace: and they haveas great a capability as men have, and it 


. . Ck meaſure a gr eater capabilitic then (ome mNcn have + Fereis LOC 


things to be conſidered, i 

I, That they are as fit aSany , but not ſo- unfit as many ; and there. 
fore all aremcer ſufferers in the work of the ſpirir to have fin and (:!t 
ſubdued ; the ſoules of children areas fit, and have as great a capabi- 
lity an the world. | 

x. You muſt remember, heretofore we have made it gc04 , that all 
rhe ſonnes of eAdamare tainted with Originall fin equally , no man 
have lefle of Adams (in, nor lefſs of Originall fin one then another, bu: 
all men and children are.cquall here, and men of years have contrated 
many aQtuall ſins ; nay, Whatever they doe before they are converted, 
is fin.,all their thoughts,words,and decds, fo as they grow more proud 
and more Witty to commit f1n, and to doe wickedly : becauſe of aQu- 
all.-tranſgreſſion ſome grow more (turdy in their (infull courſes , 
Whichis drawn and contracted by afuall (in, and infants are free fron 
thoſe ; now thoſe that have ated them , are more fitto commit them. 
nay many are habituated in commiting of ſin , ſo as they have gotten 
a habir of drunkennes,and a habit of uncleanes, &c.fo as it is plain,ctul- 
drenareas fit as any, and not ſo unfit as many are; for if children have 
as little oppoſition as any, and lefle then ſome, then it muſt reeces 
be crue, For where leſſe oppoſition againſt a thing is ,. there 1s |clic 
trouble to receive it', for they are contrary, for where lefſe ogpolition 
is , there is agreater diſpoſition to receive it; but that children coc 
as little oppoſe. grace as any man of years : all oppoſition comes from 
the ſinne of ears , and Originall fin came from that ; and here wee 
ſee all areequall in men of years and children, and this is the firlt kinde 
of oppoſition. "By 

24 Sort of oppoſition ariſe from ſinfull habits , and this comes by 3- 
Auallſin, and by this we come to bee more ſelf- confident , and all 
theſe infants are free of ;. a man.that hath lived many years in in, 15 
come to be habituated in fin , as a man that dotes upon the world gets 
+ A habitof covetouſnes, and a man gets a habit of "> cage - theſc 
infants are freed from, As 7. 28,.#ilt thox kill me, &c? and Atts 
18. 6. end when they reſiſted and bleſphemed,c5c. Children are dead 
in fin ; but ſome tnea are. twice dead, as F«de (ſpeaks at the 1 2:6. verſe, 
Twice dead, and plucked up by the roots, and as Chriſt fayd of the Phart- 

{ces , they made men twofold more the childg of Hell ; take the mol: 
: REI] 1 13 .. mcQ 
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* menliving, and there is Sin and Selfe to be ſubdued ; and in regard of 
Adem,fin,and originall fin they are all alike, But by aRuall ſin,men are 
full of carnall contidence,and therfore the Spirit muſt have much to do 
here becauſe men do harden their own kearts,and ſo make themſelves 
ewenty times more the child of hell ; fo they are twice dead, and pulled 
wp by the root ; ſo that they areleſſe fit then ſome naturall men in the 
world , and many men in the world, that are but men [of the world, 
are morefir then they ; ſo that children are more capable then any 
man. The place in f«ae is ſpoken againſt falſe Prophets, they were 
twice dead,they weredead by originall fin & actuall (in; there is a ſore 
that hath received a ſeeming light,and geta little of the Word,and thac 
he is provoked, that a man thinks he is a living man. Therc is another 
(fort that perſecute the Word, now theſe are dead again, fo they are 
*wice dead, he is provoked by the work of the Law, and now heis 
more proud, and is as athing palled wp by the roots, fo as nothing cay 
recover him, *no pofibility rocome neere him, ſo as it is ſofarre from 
+ being harder for the Spiric to work upon infants, that there is an caſi- 
nefſe in this kind. 
The 31 Propoſition: Beleeving Parents when they enter-1nto a viſt- 
ble covenant to-walk in Gods wayes, they enter not for themſclves a- 


-*- lone; but forall that comeof them ; and God does ingage himſelfe by 


their meanes to worke grace in their hearts as he ſees fit ; hee counts 
them to have federall kolineſle : God accepts of both, and he will doe 
ood to them as he ſees fir, In this Propoſition there are foure things to 
econlidered. | 
I Believing Parentsenter intoa viſible covenant for themſelves and 
their poſterity. 
2 God expeRsitat the hands of them both. 
3 God ingages himſelfe to uſe them as inſtruments to doe good ts 
them as he ſees fit ; God wil give grace to his children, he will ufe them 
to his own mind, God will uſe them as inſtruments ; bur ke will doe 
them goed as he ſees fic : not that parents can give grace, or-worke 
grace in their children, and therefore ſpeak not ſe ; for chat is, as if 
When God works upon the heart by the ptcaching of the word, you 
thould ſay the Miniſter gives grace. 
4 God accounts children as having federall holineſſe, | 
1 Whenbelieving Parents enterinto a viſible covenant,they doe 
, ter into it for themſelves and children : But they mult enter into 
2 Viſible covenant, the reaſon of it is, becauſe communication of them 


that doc ſo enter into covenant, doe in reaſon belong to them that be 


Sb. — 
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in a comfnunity of other, according to rational charity ; becauſe Go 
gives the priviledges of his holy things to a community of men, and 
they muſt judge according to a rule of- charity , and patile ſentence as 
things appeare according to that rule: For if it be left to every privar 
man to judge, that every man may judge himlſelt fic, and be his owne 
Judge,to partake of the ordinances, then theſe two evils will follow, 

1 An fafogand prophaning Gods holy things : for he would carys 
all to himſelfe alchough he had no right nor reaſon ſo to doe, So tha: 
if they be left to them {elves they would prophanc them. 

2 There wilt be aconfufion on the holy things of God, and theres 
fore it is that God hath given them lawes, and hach committed theſero 
acommunity of men, and hath left it to them,according to the rule of 
rationall charity,to judge whom they will admit, and to thoſe they do 
admit, to become ſabzet to thofe Lawes and Rules,and liveaccording-. 
ly ; ſoas it is committed to them for that purpoſe,to whom and whet 
_ they pleaſe, Thas it was inthe time of the Law, and thus it is in the 
times of the Goſpel,and ſo it ſhall be to the comming of Chriſt. 

I. Thus it was inthe timeof the Law , they mult be in covenant, 
the people of the J ewes were taken in from the world, and hee gave 
them lawes, he hath wot dcalt ſo with any Nation, Pſalm 147. 20, Thc 
_ rreaſury of his Lawes were committed to them, And Romares 3. 1. 
all the ſpiricuall priviledges were committed to the J ewes. Fat « 
the priviledge of the Jewes ? Much every way, Fc. And fer, 13.11, | 
For as the girale cleaves to tbe loynes of a may, ſc have 1 wed to me the 
whole Houſe of Iſrael,c>c.But they would not hear,that they might be 
people to God,and then have that honour. This is the reaſon in Nehbem 
9. 38, he ſpeak thus, Now becanſe of all this, we make a ſure covenant 
ana write «t, and our Princes, andonr Levitse, and our Prieſts ſealc 
»nteit, Hence it is, thatall the choyce priviledges are the Legacies of + 
the Jewes. And Exodus 12,43, No ſtranger ball eat thereof, And 
therefore they. muſt be in the compaſle of a viſible Church. Circum- 
ciſion is the proper name and livery of Gods people. Ephe/. 2.11. 7os 
were Gentiles, and called nnejrcumciſion of \ that were called Cir- 
cumciſion,cc. and that were the Jewes, and they were the people of 
God, to whomit was left, to judge of them that were fit to be made 
paraakers of theſe priviledges, 

. 2 Itisthusalſoin the time of the Goſpel , they muſt be ingaged 

, inthe covenant ; and the Seales, and Officers, and Ordinances of the 

Churchare their propriety, As for the Officers, Chriſt whey he a/cen- 

Te gave gifts ware men, and erdainedſemg to be Apoſtles, and ſome 
| r9- - 
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Prophers,&c. Hee (pake of ſome partfor the whole, therefore in an 
ordinary Way itmuſt be a viſible Church, the inviſibledo not-meet to 
chuſe,; bar the officers arc Þy the choyce of ſuch a people in ſuch a par- 
ticular Church, and God does fer them in a particular Church, and the 
._ Officers are to diſpenſe the things of God to that Church : and there= 
forea Miniſter without a-people, is a$a husband without a wife, And 
therefore all the ſcal-s nult be diſpenſed by the Officers of the Church, 
and by none clft, as appointed by God fo to do. And therefore the trea- 
fury of the Church mult be diſpenſed by faithfull men , cholerrby the 
Church, At: 6. 3. Chu/e you men of honeſt report, anafull of the holy” 
Ghoft, ec. It they muſt beſo that muſt order the treaſure of the 
Church, much more ch« ſealcs, which are the ſpeciall treaſures of the 
Church; they muſt be men chat have gitts choſen ; & the Sacraments 
ze the ſeales of the Covenant, one with another we areall one bread, 
1 Corrmth,10.17. For we that are many, are but one bread. And if 
there be no Otticers bu: in the Church, and they thae'be Othicers are 
toadminiſter onely to the Church, they muſt needs be a company ga- 
thered in a Church. How a man mult be fitted ro come 1n:o a Church, 
delongs not to ine now. 

3. This muſt concinue till the comming of Chriſt, Rom. 1 1, 17, Ana 
thong h ſore of the branches be broken off, and thou being a wild Olive 
pree, wert grafted in for them, au1 made partaker of the roor and fat- 

-neſſe of the Olive tres, Where h. ſpeaks of unchurching of the Jews, 
and Churching of the Gentiles, 1f the branches be cut off, and thou art 
grafted in, and made partakers of the fatn:ſſe of this Olive tree ; So as 
the Gentiles are made partakers of che farnefſe of the Olivez the Q- 
live eree is the Church, and the fatneſſe of the Olive tree is the privi- 
ledges that appertain thereunto ; fo as alwayes rey mult be ingroft. d 
intotke Church, before they can ave the priviledges belonging there- 
unto,and this ſhall be to the end of the world. When the Jews are con- 
verted, they ſhal come into a Churchof God : this is thefirft, chey (hall 
enter into a Church, and then the farneſſ: followes to the branches if 
the Olive, 

, Secondly, they covenant for thetr children as well as for themſclves. 
Deut. 29.10, Ton ſtand this day every one of you before the Lord your 
Goa, your Children, your wives, Cc. Which thewn they may receive 
the covenant. When he ſpeaks of the covenant inthe breadth of ir,then 
he takes in their little ones,and therefore parents covenant as well for 
their litle ones; they underrake for all thac ſhall be born of them, they 
aren their parents loynes, all ef them are under their power, and they 


F.3 have < | | 
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have authority to impoſe the law of God upon them. So in Gene/.1-, 
10, 11. Let every man child be circumciſed, and this ſhall be a toes 
between me and you, of my covenant, every male ſhall be circumciſed 
This is the cauſe why Fo/ox4 when he was to depart che world, ſaid to 
the-pcople, (uſe you whom you will ſerve ,but I and my houſe wil 
ſerve the Lord, Every believer hathpower to bring his cliildren inc, 
this covenat,it Was a ſpeciall prerogative to Abrabans 

| Mr Spilrbery ſaith, If this be to every believing Parent as to Abra- 
hamthen every beleeyver muft be the father of the fatthfull, as Abra- 
ham was, 

But Ideny the conſequence : ſor it will not follow, if we looke at 
Abraham 3s a pattern of believers, hence the priviledges and covenant 
arc entailed npon Abrahans to all the nations of the world, viſibly to 
be diſpenſed toall thenations of the world, and they (hall know and 
imitate him, and God will ave them; He i the Fatherof the faithful 
by imitation, the covenant is made after ex. 13. heis called, and che 
root-is (tated upon him, Although there was a covenant With Noah 
and Shem, yet it was [tated upon Abraham, and not upon them, ſo 3s 
the conſequence fails : But if we look to his perſonall faith ,- he hath 
powerzo his children onely, But V.* Spi/sbery in the 14" page, 13" 
14" lines, if it be meant toall his children, he conceives he: had many 
children by Ketarah,Geneſ.25.c-c.which he conceives was not with- 
in the covenant ; for they were not partakers of the ſeales, This will 
follow : for Kerurah was not'worſe then Hagar, for ſhe was a Con- 
cubine as well as Ketwrah,yet Abraham did circumcile J/maegaccor- 
ding to God, and it is hisglory. If 19mae/bave right to the ſeale, why 
not the children of Ketwrah? And we cannot thinke otherwile in 
charity ; if no man have righeto the ſeale but rhoſe that are in the vi- 
ſible coverant, why then may we not believe the ſonnes of Rerarab 

, Were as Well as 1/mael : If you ſay 1I/hwmael! was not, becauſe he was 
baniſhed, otherwiſe Abraham mult goe againſt his light and conſci- 
ence 1n his pratice , for he mu. Tknow and doecontrary to his know- 
ledge ; therefore we may fay, they ſhared if\ the covenant and fſealcs 
as well as I/omael. Butift you ſay, He was baniſacd afterwara, 
I anſwer, that was when his evill. appeared ; but before he was not, 
but was made partaker of the ſealcs, and ſoin the viſible covenant. And 
fo it was with Sim Magus, be was vilibly in the covenant, and 
ſhared in the ſcales, and Ph;/p did rizht, according to the Rules of 
Charity ; but if it appeare otherwilc after, they may be caſt out. Many 
men have been baptized, and afterward, their wickedneſſe hath ap- 

peared, ET. Me |] ”.. 3 God 
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. 2 Godaccepteth of both parents & children, Dex.26 5, And thos ſrals 
ſay before the Lord thy God, A Syrian was my father who being ready to 
periſh ,went down into Egypt. He ſpeakes ofall parents & children;and 
when they were to bring their firſt fruits, he faith, T how haſt avouched 
the Lord ro be thy God,chhe hath avonched thee to be his people.So Dew, 
:9.10,I1,13. Tor ftandbefore the Lord your God, your Heads of your 
Tribes, your Elders, your Officers, even all the men of Iſrael, your 
children, your wives, &c. that thou houleſt paſſe into the covenant of 
the Lord#hy God, and into his oath which the Lord thy God makes 
. with thee thus day, for to eft abliſh thee this day a people tothim{elf, &c. 
Whom God dotheſtablith his covenant unto, they have right to it,that 
15,to them, their wives, and their lictle ones. Let no man bozell and 
ſay, God enters covenant with wicked ones : For all theirdaily waſh- , 
ings and oftcrings did ſhew forth this, that they were ſinners, in rea- 
ſon we may fee it; You may ask whether the Apoſtles did not rightly 
gather the-Churches of Epheſus and Smyrna, and the reſt of the ſe- 
ven Churches of 44; and ask if chatall that were fo gathered, were 
not bapt.zed according to God ; and yer it is (aid of* Sards, there 
were but a few names; and of L z9dic:a, it was poore, and blind, and 
naked, and faults in other of the Churches ; ſhall any man fay there» 
fore they were not incovenant ? God deals and diſpenſes his Ordinan- 
ces by men, and he proceeds according to the rules of Religion and 
racionall Charity, by the miniitery of men, and goes by the ju9gements 
of men, according to thoſe rulcs. 

+ 3 Goddoes ingage himſelte-to communicate ſpirituall good to chil- 
dren by mcanes of cheir parents, as he ſces fir, reſerving lecret things 
to.himſclfe, when and in what manner he will doe it : he ingaves him- 
ſelfe to communicate ſpirituall good to children, and he will ufc the 
parents as meanes of that good, and that he will doe two wayes. 

I Theparcnt covenanting with God, the Covenant is improved as 
ameanes thar God will work ſpirituall good in the child : As when a 
Miniſter or a Friend doth give counſel that a perſon gets good by,God 
uſes them as meancs of that good : . ſo hee doth parents; for by th-1r 
mecanes the children are brought iato covenant, and ſo God commu- 
Nicates good to them, Which before God had (tirred up, and by the pa- 
rents they come into covenant, and ſo God communicates good to the 
; Children. Hence we-may come to ſee the right underſtanding of that 
Which D avid {aith, And thou Solomen my ſonne, know the God of thy 
Fathers, .remember] have ingaged my ſclfe in covenant ; and knbw 


thou that God that hath ingaged himfelt to thy father , hach ingaged 
TN. oy | himſclfe 
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himſclt by the father to do good unto thee, and that is the beſt (erice 
of thoſe words, 2 Chrox, 33 12. ſpoken of HManaſes, When he wa, 

in tribulation , he prayed to the Lord hu God, and humbled himſelf 

greatly before the God of his fathers, I Ur. the meaning to betiug, 
when he was in affii&tion he beſought Gad; but how came hee to be 
his God, co have a title in him , he being fo vile as he had been, heh. 
ving made a league with the Devill , and deſtroyed all the worihip of 
God ; he was mindefull of the covenant God had made with his 4:- 
thers, as it he ſhould have ſaid; 1 am and have been a vile (intull 
wretch, and am not worthy to beg the leaſt mercy from thee ; but 
remember the cevenant with my fathers, thou haſt engaged thy ({c't 
to doe good to thems and ſo David, I am thy ſervant and the [ox if 
thy hand-maide ; he had a very good mother, and he pleaded the co- 
venant of his mother; ſhe had given hymn wany councels., and wp: 
many tears for him ; and therefore he pleades che engagement of the 
covenantvf his mother, and by hismother to himſelt ; for the parents 
engave themſelves for themſelves and children, and God engages him- 

* ſeIFco them and to their children, that he will dea God to them, reſer+ 
ying ſecret things to himſelf, 

, Here beware you miſtake not, Parents doe not communicate grace 
co their children, for that is an.errour to lay fo ; tor they are the chi). 
dren of wrath as wellas others, and they are void of grace ; for gene- 
ration does not convey grace; bur by vertue of the covenant, God hath 
engazed himſclt to doe goo4unto them , when bhey are propagated by 
vertue of the covenant, God does covenant to doe good to all their 
children, reſerving ſecret things co himſelf ; whereas it may be ſaid if 
children have grace, how can {1a be propagated to them, no, but when 
children are propagated, by vertue of a covenant, God does aſc the pa- 
rents as he (ces tit, as a means of good to their children; and this is 
of ſpeciall conſequence, to think that God will uſe the parents as 3 
means to doe good tothe children ; it is an extraordinary benefit to 
dclieving parents. 

' 2. Godengapges himſelf to uſe the Covenant as a means todoe good 
ro them, as he ſees fit ; for all Godsordinances are the propriety of the 
Church , God leaves them to them, God covenants to leave his word 
to them, and thoſt that come of them ; this isthe meaning of all tholc 
plices : I will cake away the heart of ſtone , and give a heart of fleſh. 
When Parents engage themſelves to him, thenthe engages himſclt :0 
themand theirs : Aud [ will circumciſe their hear ti,and the hearts of 

their ſeed , and 1 will proer clean water wpen them; W hen believing 

| | - parents 
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oye wait upon God for their children , he will give a blefling a8 
he ſees fir , leaving ſecret things to God, | 
-« God accounts them as having federall holineſſe , ſuch as may fir - 
:them fora people in that relation, here is the ſtick of all; and therefore 
. I will cell you what tederall holines is , iris a relative holines, it is noe 
any inherent grace, or true ſavingorace, but it is relative, and it is not 
inherene; it ſtands in reference of the covenanrter with God, and 
alſo theengagement of God to entertain ſuch asare righely diſpoſed and 
fitted for a covemant- holinelle zit is the ſetting a thinga part for (peciall 
uſe ta God ; as fers/alem is called the holy City , there wag not inhe= 
rentgracein the ſtones of it; but Feruſalcm 58 ſera part for holy uſes, 
ſo the Land was (aid to be holy , that is, relative holineſie ; therefore 
' mark here,the foul that engaged it ſelf, he ſer himſelf for God to attend 
upon him, and all his poſterity to do ſo ; God allows this and appoints 
this, God ſet himſelf a part, that he will be for this people, & the God 
of this people;thus we (hal tind in.the Old Teſt.7 how are 4 boly people, 
not inherently holy , but conſecrated to God,and he will look to them; 
that is the meaning of the place, and no other meaning, ' Gal. 2. rg. 
when Pawl aw Peter that he went not right, bur did ina ſort diſfem- 
ble; when Peter ſaw the Zews hada mean eſteem of the Gentiles , he 
withdrew himſelf: and Pax he tels them they were both in covenant, 
& he by halting might diſcourage the Gentiles,therfore reproved him 
and ſaid, If thow being a ew, doſt live after the manner of the Gentiles, 
and not like the Jews , why ay xx. thow'the Gentiles to doe like 
the Jews ? We who are Jews by nature, and notfinners, of the Gen- 
| tiles; chat is, not onely linners ; for the Jews were holy in point of 
the Covenant, and the Jews were they which God had engaged him- 
{elfanto : but the Gentiles were not holy , for God had not engaged 
himſelf to them, ſo as they had not this telative holinefle, but che Jews 
hadit ; fothey were not ſinners after the Gentiles ; but the Jews had 
this federall holines. Now for tte further clearing of the thing , wee 
will conſider of that place, 1 (or.7.14. For the unbeleeving hniband 
% ſanttified to the believing wife , and the unbelicving wife is ſantti- ' 
fied to the believing hnrband ; elſe your children were unholy , bue 
now they are holy , that is, federally holy. For the meaning of the 
Place, that we may finde out the mindeof God, we mult conſider 
three things. £15 av Ry 
1, We will ſhew you what this federall holineſle is. 
2. Themeaning of the words, and the ſcope of the Apoſtle. 
3» Wee will ſhe you the glofſe of _ eAnabaptiſt; on the _ 
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and remove all their falſe conceiving that they have to cloud the truth ; 
elſe were your children unholy, but now they are holy. , 

Firſt, Federall hotineſſe is a ſpirituall priviledge , but not a faving 
gface, nor a ſpirituall work of fanRification ; the holincs here (po. 
ken of is federall , or relative holineſſe , but no ſaving work upon the 

\foule ; this we will cleare from all cavils, FE, 
x. Saving grace'is proper to thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, if rhe wor; 
of ſanQification be there , then there will be glorification following; 
if webemade holy here by fanRification, we have an intercſt in glery; 
Hence A; 26,18, Paul was ſent to turn men from \darkyes;40 light, 
andfrom Satanto God; andel{where we arc faid ts bave 4n tnhey;. 
tance with theſe that are ſanftified; they are the heirs of that glorious 
inheritance prepared for thoſe that ſhall have it, and they (hall attain 
the end of their hopes , the ſalvation of their ſoules z faving grace is 
the propricty of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved : but there be many perſons 
that enjoy federall holineſle, that-ſhall not have glory , Dextr, 7 E. 
For thou art a hely people unto the Lord thy Goa, the Lord thy Goa 
hath choſen thee to be a precious people unto himſelf , above ail prop!: 
that are upon the Earth ; and this is ſpoken of the body of the Jews, + 
they had this federall holinefſe, the ſpirituall priviledges ; fo as non: 
Other people had, and yet ſhall any think they wereall ſaved ; nay, 
the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor. 10,4,5. They did all eate the ſame [pirit:!, 
eat, and did all drink the [ame ſpiritual drink, &c. And yet with 
many of them God was not pleaſed , for they were overthrows i» the 
wilaerneſſe, ec. and ſoin the Hebrews, they did not enter , through 
wnbeliefe thouſands of them periſbed; and yet they had all the ordi- 
_ : the Church of (or5nch did not cxcced them in the Kinds of 
them, 

2. Saving grace is never unfallably communicatedo all the poſterity, 
of believing pareats: Adam had a Cain as wellas a Shen , and 1/aat 
bad an Eſawas wellas a Jacob, and Abrahans had an 1/omael as well 
8 an 7/aac ; and therefore we ſee itis not ſo alway to believing pa- 

rents, that all their children ſhould be ſaved ; and therefore 1 ( 7. 7. 
14. Now they are holy , thatis, federally holy ; and Rom, 9, 3, 4. / 
6ould wiſh that my ſelf were ſeparated, & c, for my kinſmen , for my 
brethren , According to the fleſh ; to whom pertaineth the adoption, 
&e.. H: was deeply feed for all Iſrael, their , adoption which ws 
the highelt of their arches jr belonging to eAbrghaw ; and they were 
all /raclires, becaylt Fceb, did wrelle with God, and prevailed ; ſo 
K , ET 2 as £25, WE) wth wp opmaier's wala © may a FEI OOF t ey | 
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they arecalled children Z/ay 1, 1have nouriſhed and brought wp chil- 
| dren: all were adopted. 

3. Saving grace can never be loſt; where the worke of anQification 
is, that cannot be loſt , but federall grace may be loſt ; Hoſes 1.6. Be- 
cauſe ſpe was not his Wife , therefore God gave her a bill of divorce ; 
they were his people by federall holines ; but they loſt thar, 1Per.'2. 
10. Which in pimes paſt were not a people, but now are the people of 
Ged, &c, the time will come, the Jews ſhall be known to bethe 
people of Ged ; they ſhall be called, you are wy people : they were the 
people of God by tederall grace , bur they loſt ir and themſelves and 
all : bur the ſpiriteall and faving grace cannot be loſt, 7ohx 10, 28. 
No mancanpull them out of my hand ; if a man once be called co 

Chriſt , no,mancan pluck him out of his hands, antill he come to 
everlaſting happineſſe. Hebr.6. 9. Wee are perſwaded better things 

of you , and /xch as accompany [alvation : Where the work of and . 
fication is, thettvis better things then the beſt hypocrite canacrain unto, 

And ble (ſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God; and they can- 
- notfia, becauſe they are born of God : this will diſcover Mr. Spls- 
bery in the 21 page;the three laſt lines, and the 22 page, and the fix 
/ firſt lines , He explicit;s chat that holines that inticles a man to God 
' is twofold; cither the holineſſe of Chriſt , that is imputed to his ſer. 
vants , for whoſc ſake Goqdoes account them holy ; or elle, it is « 
holy frame of | heart inregenqration ; there is no other way ſaith he, 
It isa wide miſtake, for there 5 a threefold holineſle. 

I, Imputativein Chriſt to hi ſervants, 

_ 2... Inherent in kis ſervants, | | 

3- There isa relative holine(ſ#s, which, is that, I have diſputed off ; 
therefore his expoſition is ſhort, ang hisceaſon is ſhort and worſe, the 
32, page and the 4. line. Whatzever coes truly inrighs a man to God, 
inrights him to holineſle ; all muſt be ſaved, ortall away/ I wonder 
ſuckthings ſhould fall from a ns pen, but that God hath ſome ſpeci- 
all hand in it ; For hid not 1/7ac/)right to the Ordinances , arid had 
not Fwdas right to the Paſſeover, and Symon Maga to Baptiſm , and & 
had notall the Nation of the ?ews; the Apoſtle tels us, they were all 
Baptiſed in the Cloud , and in the Sea; did they not partake of ſuch 
PRatrny avid the kinde,as the Church of Corinth had not better ; the 
any ids them take heed, for the J/raclites » the ſame privi= 
ledges for kinde as they had , and were made partakers of them, and 
yet they had no right to heaven , but many of them were ſhur our , | 


lay therefore ; haye not all the my right to the priviledges-; The {c- 
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ven Churches of Afa, they were baptized ;-and as they had it in ail 
Churches, ſo they had right to. Bapriſme, and all the holy things thar 
were in any Church, and the Chnrch was bound ro givethcm to thu, 
Now whetherall theſe had not right, common ſenſe will tell us, 2nd 
yer amon2. theſe , there might be many that had nor true {aving 

Tace, We may ask a queſtion concerning that in Aſarth. 3.6. when 


eruſalem and all Fades ſent to John tobe baptized; there came the © 


Scribcs, and Phariſecs, and Publicans, and Souldicrs : and Lyke 2. itis 
ſaid, they were baptized,confeſſing their ſinnes. Whether Nr Spulbery 
think all theſe had right toglory, if he be put to ir, I am perſwaded his 
heart would faile him to ſay they had, and yet they were baptized of 
him that was the forg-runner of Chriſt, and the Diſciple of Ch: iſt, 
and was ſent of Chriſt. Ina werd; there is a federall holineſſe men 
may have, that ſh:1l never have glory : But thoſe that have an inward 


right, thoſe have right to glory. Nay, a.man cannot have an inward 
right, buthe hath rizht to glory. And here you may learn to ſee, thoſe 
+ reaſons carry not common ſenſe with them, Carry-this alone with you, 


I willlearn you to make uſe of this ( that federall holinefle is not ſaving 
grace) offenfive and defenſive. 

I If this be ſaving grace, a man may fall away from this, but ſaving 
and covenanting grace cannot be loſt, He that beleewes ſhall be ſaved. 
It doth not ſuppoſe that he that hath this federail grace , hath right al- 
way to the blood of Chriſt infallibly. 'Hence it followes,a man is not 
bound to belceve,that every man that hath it (hall be ſaved. This will 
anſwer a fourfold cavill of Mr Sps/sbery, in page 27. line 17. Hence 
# =" Wy a foure-fold abſurdity , ro ſay Infants have right to Bap- 
tiſme. 

1 If Infants have an intereſt to grace, then men may fall from 
grace. | 
2) Then the covenant of grace may, be to-vile perſons, and a man 
may haye the outward covenant, and not be ingrafted into Chriſt, 

3 This will bring in univerfall redemption , no federall grace docs 
make a manredeem:d, it daſhes this, 


4 ;It makes us believe an untruth, for 1&-racl he didperiſh': but he | 


may have federall grace, and this is the holinefle meant hete. - 


Now to the ſecond thing, what js the explication of the words,thcre 


are three things to be confidered inthe place, 


x Of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks. + 
2 Of what he ſpeaks, 
3 What sthchittelt ſenſeof the Argument And when wehave this, 


We 


$ 
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weſkall ſee the plain meaning, 

-1,” Of whom the Apoſtle (pcakes : 1f you look into the 12th verſe, 
he faith, T's rhe reft [peak 1, and not the Lord, &c. What are theſe 
Reft,you will find in the tenth verſe ; you may obſerve two things. 

x. To them that are married, Let nor the wife be put away, except it 
bt for adultery, And thoſe the Lord ſpeakes to, Hatth.19. as if the A- 
poſtlc had (aid, that caſe hath already been opened and ſpoken unto by 
che Lord Chriſt in that place, If a man take a diſtaſt againſt his wife, he 
may not give her a bill of divorce, nor put her away for that, although 
formerly chey might do- it, but it is unlawfull now. Chriſt had ſpo- 
ken plainly. to that, therefore 5 will not ſpeak toit, Bur to the reſt, 
that is, thoſe chat were married Infidels, he takes that for granted, that 
they were not converted before they were married , bur they were 
both Infidels , and the one is converted, and the other lefr; to thele I 
ſpeak, jn the 13,14,15. verſes ; concerning theſe, Chriſt hathnot ſpo- 
| ken, hehath notexpreſled himfelt in this cafe ; but I ſpeake to that, I 
have the Spirit of God, theſe are the parties, doth unbelievers, and one 
of them is converted. 

2 Of what hee (peakes : the ſtatCof the queſtion, the one is con- 
verted, the other is not, the unbelicving party hinders the work of the 
believing party: the quzftion is, whether they ſhould continue that com- 
merce between them, there being ſo much oppoſition, whether they 
my doe it Without prejudice to the conſcience of the believing party 
1 that ardinanceot. God , or may they have the pure uſe of martiag.? 
His anſwer js , It isa matter of duty,it ſhe will yet remain, it isa duty 
enjoyned of 'GoJ.” Mark the Apoſil-s quzſtion, not whether they may 
mury an unbeliever, that is nor here ſpoken of ; but it is taken for * 
. granted they were both unbelievers, and now one is converted, whe- 
ther he or ſhe may continue,the anſwer is,Y es,he may & mutt. T hus you 
ſee,of whar he ſpeaks,not of making marriages, but of cocinuing of the: 
This he proves, 8 he reaſons fro the cfteR; If the unbelieving patty be 
ſanRtified by the believing party in that web belongs to the ule of Mar- 
rage then they may co: nue: butſo they are, and thatis no prejudice to 
that ordinance of marriage : If a believer may have x ſanRtified uſe of 
an unbeliever, then they may abide : but (o they may, &the unbele- 
vers ſantificd ro that uſe by the. believer,” the meaning is, that the 
' unbeliefe of the party cannot ſo out-bid the faith of the bcliever, as to 
Pollute the conſcience or faith of che party : but thatfaith che believer 
bath, through Chriſt he ſhill have a ſanRified uſe of to his own con. 
toence, and the ſpirituall uſe of marriage z for that was to beget a "2 
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ſeed to/God, and iris made holy in the believer, not in himſelfe: By: 
the mxabelieving husband, he hath not a lanRtitied uſe of marriage, nei. 
ther in his own conſcience, nor in his faith ; but in the believing wife, 
in vertue of that power cloſing with Chrilt, they havea lan&ified uſe of 
marriage, and in martiage, and may attan the tight end of marriage, 
The Apoſtle proves it by the effet ; where holineſſe isia the ci, 
there itis in the cauſe, the wife hath the child that comes of her, fede.. 
rally holy, thercfore- chey have right to the priviledges. of the cove- 
nant; if che one party be faithfull ,? their children are federally ho. 
ly,an&ſo they may have aſanAificd uſe of Gods ordinance : but other- 
wiſe, if both beutabelicvers, they have no righe, but arc as Pagans,and 
have no right co the priviledgesof Gods covenanc. 

Now we will come to Mr Spilsbery's interpretation in foure 
thinzs. | 

1. The holinefle here is meant the holineſle of che fic(h, and the un- 
cleanneſle is meant the uncleannefle of the flicſh, Exr4 10; 3. they had 
married ſtrange wives, and by Gods appointment they were to pur 
them away, they acknowledge, we have tran/greſſed, and theretore 
they make a covenant 'to put them away, 1 Corenth. 6. 18. He that 
commits fornication, ſinneth againſt his own body,5-e. And 1 Theſſ 4, 
2, 3- For this ts the will of God, even your ſanttification, that every 
one of you know how to pofſefſe bus veſſell im ſanitification and honour. 
Ta the 22, page and the 2 3. line. 

2 The fo inefle of the Parents, and of the children,are of the ſame 
kinde, and muſt be attended in the fame way , and not in a divers 
manner, in 23. p4ge, and 26, (xe, | 

3 The hold of the fleſh is this, when they match according to 
Gods allowance ; the uncleanneſſe is, wheia they meer cogether in an 
unclean manner, and croffe to God : and lawfilneffe in their marriage 
is holinefſe, when parties come together in « lawful manner,thoſe have 
holinefle, 

- Again, whenchildcen are born in a lawfull way of marriage, the 
are clean when they arc lawfully begotten : bur it chey be unlayyfully 
begorten, thea they are unclean, fo Baſkards are unclean : when*they 
| meetin a way of Gad, then they are holy, but if in adultery, then they 
. are unholy, The meaningof che Text is (Gith he) clſe they were ba- 
Rtards; bucnow they are right born, 
- Thefourth Grownd is (faith he) you judge your children holy, and 
therefore you may dell one With another, your marriage is good: 
mn. .— Þ|- 
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The groundhe makes to be this ; the Chriſtians wrote to the Apoſtles 
becaule of that in the 10. of Ezra, that was the occaſion of the ſcru- 
ple, and upon this ground, they wrote it: 1 Cor. 7. 1, among many » 
other, this was one occaſion , and this js the ſubſtance of his interpre- 
_ tation ; againſt this I will give you ſeverall reaſons, and fo quit the 
place : I will doeit in three things. | ' 
| I. Theſtateof the queſtion does no way ſuit the intendment of the 
Apoltle in regard of the Parties, for they make the queſtion concer- 
ning themfelves, and fo the parties carry no reaſon with them-in Zz- 
r4 , for they in Ezra were matched to-them of a contrary pins. cn "= 
| lacheentrance of their marriage, Jews and Heathen , they ſuite nor \, | 
therefore with the Apoſtles aime 5 hee wrote to them in Coxznth, 
and they were all Pagans as appcatrs, 1 Cor..12. 2, Tee know! that 
Jou were Gentiles carryed away wnoe theſe dumb Idols as you wee led, 
ſo that all of them were Heathens , therefore the partics differy and 
the ſtate of the queſtion is not whether they may marry one wie 
ther,for that was ont of queſtion ; for marriage is honourableamogg all 
_ menzthe-bed undefiled, God did not forbid themomarriage : bur now, 
oge of them being converted after they were mairied ; now they que 
ſtion whether if cicher be converted , whether they ſhould abide vv 
zpure conſcience one With another, that is not converted;.now here 4 
a ſanifed perſon, and that party may have a ſanRified uſe of marri= 
age to a holyend ; and therefore may abide with-a pure conſcicnce : + 
this caſt che cauſe fully. 

2, This croſles the grain of the text , it will not admit of it, ſhew 
it thus ; that acivill way of marriage is not meant here , for chat holi- 
neſle is meant here of which the believer is the cauſe to derive to po- 
ſterity, of them the words of the text is meant , and it will adzait no * 
other ; mark, the unbelieving party is anRiied to and in the belie- - 

. Vingpatty , it comes by the believing part ; for tO the purc all things 
are pure, ke or ſhc hatha ſanRified uſe in their] c@afczence , and the 
ordinance : the Apoſtle doth not fay , the belicyer is lanAuificd'by the 
-unbeljever ; that is crofl:: to the text,,. þug the unbeliever js ſanchned 
by the bcliever, and ſo itis communicated to poſterity : Now they 
are clean ; how ? by the belicver;to whe childron they are made holy ; 
but mark, if you rgke it of the fleſt.;.thetis, of all ſuchas arc lawtully 

married : marriage is as law£ull.:o Infidel 46 to believers, but. tut js 7 

. not ſo m:ant. Agan, the childicn of Infigels that arenotbaſe bora,eome 
from both parenus, and boti communicate to the Childe ; bur mark the 
halinelle here meantzis, from che believer alone; bacthis lawfulnefl of 

AC CIS BICART IS, If 2 arriage | 
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marriage belongs to Infidels ; and thercfore that cannot be meant here . 
- bur this is to believers, bur that of marriage is not-ſo, and theretore i; 
is federall holinefle- which is-properto beleevers. 

3» This interpretation takes off the Argument, and makes this 
Reaſonno Reaſon ; for ic ſtands thus , If your children be not Bz- 
{tards , you may ſtay together. -Mark, it-takes of the edge of it; tor 
the Apoltles reaſon doth not take away the doubt of the queſtion 2 For 
if he (ay thus , if you marry. lawtuly, your children are not Biſtargs, 

your:doubt doth (tilliremaine ; for that might be as doubtful! as the | 
former : for this dothnoc prove cheir intereſt in their marriage, nor 
the lawfulnefle of it, and therefore it cannot prove it, If a queltion 
be, whether ſuch a min be lawfully married or not,if I ſhould come & 
cell him,if you be law fully married,your children are no baſtards : this 
.dothnorprove it: for-it-ifſues from hence, it yequeſtion the one, the 
- . other may be more : that he alledges to eaſe this,heſayes he ſpeakes to 
your apprehenfipn, yon judge your children are noBaſtards this croſſes 
the words of the Text: for he doth not fay., «le you may jadee 
them unholF-; buc he faith, they are holy, whether- they thinke (o or 
nor, ſo as it perverts the Text, Again, it crofles the reaſonable appre- 
henſion of a man that knowes what he ſpeakes ; if I know the chil- 
dren are no baſtards, I ſhould not queſtion whether the man and wife 
'belawtully married, forit hath reference to one lawfully married : if 
he ſay, he s notlawfully married, then chey are not lawfully born: ic 
croſſes Reaſon to be unlawfully born, when lawfully marricd ; fo 
” they take off the glofſe of theplace.. '6S 
The ſecond place of Scripture they build apon, is Rows. 11, 16, /f 
: the firſt fruits be holy, ſo is the whole lump; andif the root be holy , [0 


are the branches. It is ſpoken of the Jewes ; for the opening of the 
Text, I will doe two things, | | 


I Opcnghe meaning of the Text, 
2. Propound the reaſons. F, þ 
1 What is mearithere by holineſſe,-* » Let: | 
The Anſwer is, Federall holinefle, not the ' holinefſe of faniti- 
'£xtion, bur confederation; that holinefſe which is partof ſanRitication, 
is that which is ſpokenof, Epehe/. 4. 24. And put on the new man, 
which after God is created in. righteouſneſſe and true holineſſe : But (0 
ic is not here nſed, but for a relative holineſſe , whereby-chey were 
knir to God, and he to them; they avouch him to be. their God, and 
he avouches them to be his people. One place he complaines, \E=r4 
9. 2. They have mixed the holy ſeed with the people of the Lands) or 
| \. The 


—_ 
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"The holy ſeed is the Jews, they mingled with the common pebple, 
that is, ſuch as were not free Burgeſſes in the Church, thatis , they 
were mingled among the heathen ; all che people of the land were noe 
-anRifled ; burthey were holy in this way : that it 4s federall holi. 
\ neſle, - 5 Jugs anRification is never conveyed by the Father to 
-the Child, this is from the Spiric of God, , he workes as he 
ſees fic, therefore two in one b<d'\, ons taken and another lefe ; 
ſo two in one belly, one taken, and another lefr; but chis is by ſucce(- 
fion, If the root be holy, ſo are the branches; if the firſt fruits be holy, ſa 
1 the whole lump : the root and firlt fruits ; and from himis the con-" 
veyance, eAbrahamdid covenant for his, as well as for himſelte, wee 
may ſeoin the 17 verſe, fanRification cannot be loſt, bur the branches 
, arebroken off that came of Abraham, and proved a vazabond people, 
-they may be cut off, but ſanRificatien cannot be loſt ; they lolt their 
confederate holines, but they that are ſanRified ſhall be glorified, 
Hence we may ſee the growing of theſe branches is not the growing 
of Gavin faith, but federall holines;ir is not the growing to Chriſt by 
faich,for then they ſhould never be broken off tromſtaich : to fay (o,is a 
falſhood-; for ifaman be called he ſhall be glorified, we are made one 
ſpirit. Epb.5.32.T his is a great myſtery, bnt 1 ſpeak concerning Chrif 
and bis Church, if Chriſt ſhould loſe onc, he (hould be unperfcR. Eph, 
1:23. The falne(ſe of him that filleth al in all chings, Chriſt is com- 
pleat, but if he want one member, he ſhould nor be compleart, This 
45 cleare, ſaving grace cannot be Joſt, 

3 That holines agrees wicii the body of.che Geatiles, they arc broughe 
intoa vifible covenant, as in the 17 verſe, they are brought inco a co- 
yenancof-grace, that is the-root and the fatnes is the priviledges : the 
body of the Gentiles had not fanitication, 

Secondly, what is meant by firf# Frwits, and Lump, one is from the ; 
Ceremoniall Law among the Jewes, Levir, 23. 14-17. Ton ſhall eat 


neither brerd nor parched Corn, nor green cares, watill the ſelfe ſame 


ay jor bave brought an offering ro the Lord your God. This foall be 


Alaw for ever in,all your dwellings. And in the 17. verſe, yow ſball 
bring ont of your dwellings for a ſoaks offering, two loaves of two tenth * 
deals of fine flower, &c. When they had received in their Corne, it 
Was unlawfull to ſpend it, till they had firſt offered the rwo loaves for 
a ſhake offcring, and then all the whole lump was ſanRified for their 
uſe.zccording tothe allowance of God,, So by way of reſemblanc A- 
| brabamis the frit fruics,he being in covenant with God, all his polte- 
_ Mtyareinthe covenant, God accepts oy both him and his ports 


_— 


- the Father being incovenant with'God, they become & holy people. 
Tow, your wives awdiittle ones ; (o their federall holines is co all that 
come of Abrahams his ſced ; and this is the meaning, 

'2 If the Root bt holy, ſo are the Branches ; What is mcant by Ree 
and Branches ? We ſhall find one the root ; by the true Olive here j: 
the Churchof the Jewes, the Roor was eAbrdbam, becauſe the fiſt 
 - covenant was made with him, all came from um ; it was made to 
him, avd from him it came to his poſterity , they are the naturall brane 
ches, the poſterity born of him; ſo he is as the head of the covenantts 
them, Abraham being holy toGod', he brings forth a holy ſed ind 
Nation, having federall holinefle : «Abrahams poerty by birth, are 
all a holy ſced , but the Gentiles are mgrafted by profeflion and {ub- 
jetion,the priviledges and the fatnefle comes to them by being ingrat- 
red, the place is ſpiritual, I will deferibe the wilde Olive and the 
Branches, arid then you may know the true Olive, it will kelp you 
toynderſtand it the better.” 5 (NG IE 0: 
The Gentiles, the body of them are wild, not by originall ſinne, for 
ſo the Jewes were as bad as they, and had as much of that as they : 
Whence is their wildnefſe then, becauſe Ged left them in their natu- 
rall corruption without the help of choſe meanes that might help them, 
and therefore they grew wild as a treein tht wilderneffe growes wild, 
fo they were left withotit any intereſt in any means of help, and (o they 
grew wild ; for God had notimgaged himſcHfeto them,e ts 17 30. 
In the times of ignorance God regarded not, but now he admoniſpeth al 
wen every where torepent : that is,now all the natjons of the carth rat: 
riot, it is the fame with that i et: 6, 1, the Widowes were neglett- 
9, that is, God left them as Trees in the Wildernefle, God cd not 
care for the Gentiles, in giving them meanes for their good , there- 
fore now they grow wild. Atts 14. 16, who in times paſt [mfſered all 
the Gentiles to walk jn their own wayes + Iracl had lawes to walk by, 
but it was riot ſo with other Nations, and therefore they were wild, 
and' ftrangers from the common-wealth of Jracl. Zphe/: 2, 12. they 
had not an intereſt inthe covenant of the Jewes, but were wild fin- 
ners, and not under the drefling of God tor their good; and ſo were 
all choſe that came of them, Pagans of 'Pagyns, ſach Children of ach 
Parents, pnder the curſe of God , in ſinne; and notlooked after, having 
No meanes, the Fathers ignorant, and/ſo-wero the Children. And this 
x the meaningof that Row. 11.24; For if thou wer" tut out of tht 
Oljve Tree, which was wild by watwre, and were grafted'contrary 0 
naryre mio the right Olive Tree, &g. Was nature is meant ? corrupt 


gatutrs ? 


—_— — eaten 


| | 
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-naqure > No, for the, Fewes were corrupt as well 25 they : the Jewes 
were 45 deep 4n original linne as they ;- not onely contrary to corrupt 
naruye., but they were -wild by nature, that is; they were under ſuch 
rage that God, was ngt ingaged to theja and fo the chil- 
ea of chem were upder the like condition , they were in ſuch a 
courle, 3s they had not the meancs to mend them, nay they. had no. 
i t of God, bur they were under the curſe of Ged, witheat 
meanes ; burnow the trua Olive, that grew not wild ; nor that 
they kad not as many lannes by nature ; and as they, ſo their children, 
the ame fiance in their nature: but they had an intereſt in the meancs 
to help thera., and God had ingaged himſelfe ro them in Church-pro- 
' Miles, 1 will canſe them to walkin) my wayes, that is , the Church 
ſhould notgrow wild, becauſe they had meanes, and God kad inga- 
_ cd himſclte ro them, Hence they were free Burgeſſes, and hence 
comes it, that the poſterity of the Jewes are called the Nataralt 
Branches ; {o as thechild of a Jew, though (jafull, and have no, be- 
licfe by birth, yet he was within the compaſe of the Church, and ſo 
God was ingaged to doe himgoed, as he ſees firby nature and genera- 
ton , becauſe hecame of Abrahars , be falls under God , and God 
takes him, in his naturall condition, and fo he comes under the means 
to be brought home to God, | 
Thus we (ce the Gentiles are wild , becauſe they were not un-\ 
ho Gods cilling,nor was he ingaged to doe them good), and lo he-ran | 
w 


not by way of fiane, but becauſe chey were under the hand of God, 
and ſo they had an intercitin the meancs of grace. Now the Jews, 
| h they were wicked, yet chey were not wild , but they were un- 
"der Gods hand ordering them : and hence they were preſerved under 
bis hand. This is the meaniag of the Prophets, you may referre them 
to this, 1/as. 5. i, 2. The Lord hgd 8 Vintyard, avd he planted 
it, and fenced it aud made 's wine-prefſe inzt. And inthe ſeventh verſe, 
And -what could ] have dowe moye for my Vineyard ? Here you may 
ſce what care and skill God did uſe towards them. 

1, Hc ſecures his Vineyard, and cherefore he hedges it, and makes a: 
Wall about it, and uſes all the wayes of preſervation he can. - 

3. By way.of prevention and cherefors be removes thaſe thipgs that 

ght anoy it by gathering ouethe Ronesand brycrs our of ic. | 

3. He haies in provigoa,be plants it with choice plants ,and built a 


Wine-prelſe init , and whas could be have done more in ___ 
; ET, TT 1 8 = MEANS, 


Now to the truc Qlive in way of oppoſition they were the Jewes 2% 


*% 
*. 
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" means. Nowhedidnot thus to che Gentiles A they crew. Wilde , he 


did not take that pains with,them ; ſo Feremiah 2. 21, Yea, I planted 
thee a noble Vine, whoſe plants were allnaturall,&c, Thatis,asa Vine 
platted on purpoſe by-the gardiner, it was not a wilde one, in regard 
of God, and his promiſes, as he had maderhem a Church, ſo all ſhould: 
be for their good, Rows, 11.24, 7bey were ingrafted into the true 0- 
live , and originally planted by the drefſcr ; that-as the wilde Olive 
growsn the wildernelſe , ſo the good Olives are planted by the Vine- 
dreſſr-: therefote you may ſee-what ke ſpeaks further of the Vine, Z-- 


, ſay$5.-7. Smrely the Vineyard of the Lord -of hoſts is the miey of Iſrael © 


ard the men of Iudah are hu pleaſant plants ; or as the word lignites, 
the people of Gods imbracements z that is to apply a mans ſclf pl: 2- 
lingly to another with loving. imbraccments; that is the word; tie 
Lord out of his good pleaſure and tender-pitty did rake” the people of 
the Jews-into his imbracements , he took them into the Arms of his 
imbracements of the covenants, and into the arms of his compaſiion, 
ſo he doth to every Congregation to this day ; in this regard they are 
planted info the true Olive.z Dewt 7.7. The Lord did not chooſe you, 
becauſe you were more in number, but becaxſe he loved you , and Exc- 
kiel 24. 23,24,29. 1 will raiſe up for them a plant of renown, 5c. See 
What aff. tion he carried to them y then what they are called,thus ſhall 
they know that I am-with them; he Will make them glorious : the ſom 


1s, When God ispleaſed ont of his love to take a people to himſelf, and 


In gage himſ{clf trochem for their good , that people is a truc Olive, and - 
fo of a perſon, or children of ſuch parents under them are faid to be fa” 
turall branches : ſo we may ſee their excellency above others. 

4. How holinefle 48 derived from the root to the branches , the 
words themſelves carry it privily , if theone thenother ; for the root 
hath a cauſe and means to carty holineſſe ts the branches : now ihc 
zrace of ſanRification is not conveyed ;. what ſap is in the root , the 
fame is inthe branches : the things whence the compariſon'is taker, is 
from the firſt fruits in the rms; oe Law, Levit; 23, +7. It waS'l1n- 
iawfull for then to take the fruits of the ground untill they had fill 
drought the two loaves co'offer them a Wave-Offering unto the Lord; 


_ but when they had done that, then the whole lump was ſanRifred jÞ: 


had a ſanftified uſe of it, and ic did ſignifie peace and purity of Cor- 
ſcience ; that was the means by Gods Inſtitution : the root in nature 
iS the cauſe of the ſap that is conveyed to the branches , the ſcope iS 
ene ; ſo that in that isſignitied, Abrabam was the root and firſt fruits; 
if he were good and walked in fear and love; and ſo became holy - my 
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:  Whereby Infants Baptiſm! is proved. 53 
Lord , ſo were his polterity by a covenant made with Abrahar : here 
letme vary with you, Abraham is taken into coycnant with God,and 
ſo.co be conſecrated co God , and therefore federally holy, his children 
are in coyenantas wellas he ; fo they in the fame (etapart, they partake 
otrhe ſame ; thus the holinefſe does nor iffue from hence , as they are 
born the ſons of 4dam, nor that they were born Jews no further then 
a bare Jew or the Propagationof a Jew,if God had not taken them into 
covenant, and engaged himſelf unto them nu more then the Gentiles : 
he engaged himſelf co them, and they to him, or clfe th. y had not been 
holy-: Hence it is becauſe they renounce the promiſes of God, they lo't 
their federall holines. Now mark , hence is the ground of this _ 
itis federall ; God took him into covenant and his ciuldren, and thac 
of free-favour; therefore h& may coſe and leave, Hence they become 
holy the lump of chem , becaule of their father being in che covenant, 
and he choſe him, becauſe hc loved him , their parents did covenant , 
Abraham entred-into covenant, and tha: he did becauſe he choſe them, 
- and hechoſe them becauſe he loved them,and he loved them becauſe he. 

would love them, and therctorc he did.choſe them ; and becauſe he 
choſe them therefore he did enter into covenant with them, their pa- 
rents were holy becauſe he cho them,and cnired into a covenant with 
chemand with their chiidren by their fathers covenants : now you ſe 
how it 15 communicated, bcing boi, of parents that are 1n covenant 
with God,and God with them , this is the pecigree uf thc text ; now 
you' may ſee what is ſaid ro the contrary by Mr. Spil»bery. 

Fiſt, Hefayes by firſt fruits and lumps, the ck arc to be conſide. 
red in believingic ſet ſorth ſuch.as are in Chriſt, according to Which 
you may ſce 17. page, 9. linestrom the end, in Chri:i they are proved 
tubjcRs of the kingdom of Heaven ; what is meant by root,Chriſt, my - 
ticall Chriſt conveys living grace to his living members of his body * + 
and the branches are. thoſe-that are planted in Chriſt by faith any tic 
fpiric; for {aizkhe; myſticall Chriſt is the Church, for che Church ze 
not' a mixt CE@mpany 1n the 20, 23, 24: lines, . 1 will anſwer in two 


things to clear the place x | 
1. {tis unſound, and does not ſuite the Apoſtles meaning, 


2; If we-grant it, it Will not help. his cauſe to hinder from the 
baptiſmg of Infants. 

I. Itis unſound were Gods ele of a viſible covenanr; if that ohely 
were the firlt fruits, then Abraham conld not; Adaws, Abell, Noahyard 
Shem were the ele of God, and theſe were before Abrahiow; there- 


f« re :his will not hold aut that he faith , but as the covenant of grace 
[ok bo She: H 3 was 


—_ 


- 


{ 


©, The Covenant of Grace opened, 
wis ſet upon Abreh4m, (o he isthe firit fruits, | 

2, Ithath been proved out of the text as holineffe to the lamp, 6 
God intends it as a refs; not rhar cle& people are zble co conycy 
faving grace to the lump ofalt the Jewes in any caſe, | | 

' 3. If the elect were onely the members , he contradifts his own 
courſe ; for thofe thathave a right to baptiſm are inveſted into all the 
priviledges ; bur Gods ale people are not the onely ſubjes of bap. 
tiſme : for when hn Baptift did baptiſe all choſ that came tohim, 
ia the jadgement of /vhn they were approved ſubjects of Gods grace ; 
Yet I ſuppoſe no man will ſay ( chougk they were mea of yeeres 
that were baptiſed) thatthey were all the eleft of God, and thar 
they were approved ſubjeRts, and yer they did not onely apply the 
ſeale to themlelves for their good, bat they did abuſe rhe ſeals, and yer 
they were approved of Toh to be made partakers of it; although ſome 
of them were Apoſtates and Reprobates ; in a word, thoſe that are in 
the covenant of Gods grace that areclected, are really partakers of the 
work of the ſpirit inwardly , but for the ourward welce they arc ap- 
proved, whichis thatof whick we now ſpeak, not the elect on:1y, bur 
others in the fedcrall holinefle , and Abraham w:s the firſt truics. by 
way of covenant. | 

2. That che root here is not Chriſt miſtically conveying grace to his 
branches, and ſending nougſhment from the head as it is che viſible 
covenant; againſt this , I ſay, FEA. 

1 The Root hete meant, is that from whom the Branches ingrafced 
may be broken off, that is; the Jewes ; they were broken off from the 
Church , and. are at this day ;. but no Branch that is ingrafted into 
Chrift by faith, canbe brokenof: Firſt, we may fee ictn the Text : 
Secondly, we may ſce itin Reaſon, he that is in Chriſt cannot be bro- 
ken off, For,wh3m he called, he juſtified ; and whom he juſtified,he wil 
glorifie. And thoſe that come to Chriſt, he will not caſt them away; for 
it s the will of the Father to give them cternall life, and no man ca 
take them out of his hand ; ſo as the cafe i cleare, | 

2 The Rootis meant the body ingrafted, asin the 15. verſe. If :4? 
Caſting away of the Tews ſhalt be eferet the body of the Gentiles 24. 
 25.werſes, all the body ſpall be ſaved, but the body of the Gentiles arc 

nat jngrafted into Chriſt myſtically ro be belivers , ſo the root is not 
here, and this ſhews the unfoundnes. 

-- 3-\ The reaſon Mr. Spilyberyules, is againlt his caulc in his 1 7. page 
and che lat and cht beginning of the 18. they carry not the weight of 3 


feacker,, chat Chriſt is the Olive and the Jews ace calt out, and che 
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_ Gentiles-are grafted in, Idefireno better reaſon againſt him , for the 
; Jews arenot calt oar of Chriſt myſticall out of this root , becauſe itis 
the Church of Chrilt where many hypocrites are, becanſe they maybe 


calt out. | 
- 3. In that the Apoſtle charges the Gentiles for boaſting , the root 
bears thee , and yet thou have no ſaving grace, but a naked profeſſion 
and expreflion in the 17, verſe : it is a falſe miſtake out of thar place, 
boring is not ſaving grace, for it is a pang of pride z God hathno peo- 
ple byc have their weaknes of grace ; 7oſephs brethren they ſold him, 


and Would {ee what would become of his dreams,and the( orinthians 
they did boaſt,one was of Paxlanother of Apoto,but did all theſe want 


ſaving ? No,but it i$as acaveat given thent to pull it down ; its 
not to lay, they all want ſaving grace, « is falſe, 

2; Tathat the Apotile charges the Gentiles for boaſting,itis again 
xreument. TOR A 
3. Thus, if the Gentiles be ingrafted in want of grace , therefore 
.Chrift muſt be the head, the conſequence deftroyes the concluſion; the 


root is meant,as he ſaith, the ingratted,and the' want of grace the body; | 


dacſo no member that is in Chriſt myftically; therfore the root is nor 
meanc Chriſt , for the want of grace cannor- be in Chriſt myſtirally , 
Sohe deſtroyes his cauſe ; now we ſhew you the meaning of the text , 
the ſcope is ; they ſhould not lift up themſelves, for the Jews were 
cutoff; he reaſons thus. Tcis groundlcfie ro boaft a3ainſt the Jews 


they receive al! from the ] cw ; therefore ckey ſhould.fit down, - 


forif they haye any righe, they have it from him, for Abrahas is the 


root, how? by covenane with him ; Abrahams bare by x viſible cove- - 


'nant ; therefore the Gentiles may thank Abraham for it, and there- 
fore they have nocaule to boaſt, for it was ſaid to him, in thie fall all 
the Nations of the earth be bleſſed: ſo the truth is cleared, the children 
ac holy, but not by a ſpirituall holinefſe, but a federall holineſle. 


4 If we grant him his interpretation it will be no help co his cauſe; = 


if the firſt fraits and lump be the de, the children are cle alſo; if 
they beretiels of glory, upon the fame ground , children are elected as 


well as-they , and ler Chriſt be the head of thoſe that be ingrafted, then 


children and infantsare the branches of this head , and ſo-to be judged 
mcharizy, -and if chey ſhall be ſaved, they are members;Ephel, 5. 25. 
Children (hall be ſaved by Chriſt , they be,his body ; he hath gotten 
nothing here, bur we have gained rhat children have tederall holinelle 
aguialt all sppoſition. IP. | | 

The 4'b:Propefitionis, Although the ground be not the ſame, Yer 


there - - 


by 


\ 
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 -there is as (urea ground to-evidence to judiciqus charity, that children 

arein covenant a3 well as parents, if they be believers, che ground is a 

good to the one as it is to the other, to a Rule of judicicus charity it ix 
alike to both. - : 

- There is not the ſame ground altogether , becanf theo: parents arz 
of yeares of diſcretion , and fo they areable to expreſl: the ſpeciall or 
co;nmon good , and therefore they can = a reaſon of the hope that 
i in them, and ingige themſelves co walk in the wayes of God, with? 
conſciencious performance of tt , becauſe they-are in the compalle of 
the covenaat, they are ſo farre able co put forth this. The Scribes an4 
Paariſces chey made profeſſion of their farth, and they did expreſlc a 
readinefſe and williaznefle (9 to doe , and4o they came to fohn to bee + 
baptized: ; as if they thould have ſaid, Command, and we: will dos it, 
and foliow it conſcientiouſly. And A4tt:5.3. 153. Then Simon himſ*!/e 
believed alſo, and was baptized,c4c, There was a large diſcovery to 
fay; I believe, An Aits 3.31. Repent andbe baptiz*d,& c. This is the 
outward profeſſion of men of yeares , that is required of them, bu 
it is not required of Infants, forthoſe arc grounds of rationall charity, 
'thoſeare not among infants, for that were to require unpollibllicies 
and contradiQions ; the firlt part is evident, bur they are 3s ſure - 
grounds to children as to parents, We Will make it good 1n 3 thinzs, 
"all follow from the former propoſition, _ | . 

L .Becaulc of the covenant on their parts, bclieving parents enter 
firft into che covenant;perſonally for themſelves and their children, 
"Dent. 29. 11, You, your wives, and your little ones, | 

2 Inregardof Gods acceptance , he accepts of both , and dota 
avouch them both to be lus ,-and he adopts them both ja the ſame 
bond, at the ſame ume they are accepted of God, There is a twofold 
aJoption,the one 13 internal and ſpirituall, and God diſpc:nſes this in a 

various manner 10 higown awil,as to accept the father ſomtime,and the * 
ſonne ſoinetizae , and\ſometime the one and ſometime the other, as he 
- pleaſes ;. ſo wicked {vas had good H:z:kiah, and good cjiah hada 
wicked fonne ; ſoit was in the Kings of 1/rael: and fo we fee theac- 
Ceptin3of God, wiſe Solomon had foolih Rehoboam, theſe are 1nter- 
nall : - bur there is an extetnall adoption, -and that to Fathers and 
Children ; fo we ſee holinefle is not by generation, but by coveoant 
with the Father, and th&ecfore to lay that hotlineſk is by generation, 
it isa dreame. Amos 3. 2.7 ou onely bave I known of all the Nations 
of the earth,c. And Dent. 4.23. Take heed to your ſelves left you 
Fexget the covenant of the Lord your God which he made with you, on 
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And "Rows. 9. 4. who are Iſraclites, to whons pertaine the adoption 
and the glory, andthe covenant,&c. they wereall adopted externally, 
and alſo1n covenant; but in the internall there is variety of .diſpen- 
fation'of that,as God pleaſes. 
- 3*Thereislike federall holineſſe belongs to the father and the fon, 
1 Corinth, 7, All theſe we have made good heretofore, and Uleared 
the coaſt by making them good againſt all oppoſition. Is the father in 
covenant? ſois the ſonne. Is the father holy ? ſos the ſonne : it is as 
ſure to che one as to the other ; that is the reaſon God ſpeaking in thoſe 
places of the Gentiles as to the J ews, he ſpcakes indifferently of both; 
Matth.21. 43. T he Goſpel ſpall be taken from you, and ſhall be given 
to 4 Nation that will bring forth the fruits thereof, And As 13. 46, 
You put away the word of God, and therefore we turn to the Gentiles. 
.. SO as they have the ſame mark, and obſerve when chey were ſeparate 
from the Jewcs, then they are ſaid to be Aliens from the Commun- 
wealth of Iſracl, Epheſ. 2. 12. Soas the Gentiles were not free Bur- 
geſſes ; Bur now the caſe 1$ altered, Ephe/. 2.19. Tow are no more 
ſtrangers and forraigners , but Citizens with the Saints, c, Now: 
the Goſpel is come tothe Gentiles , now they are no more forraign- 
ers, but free Denizens. There be three phraſes-there, Epheſ. 3.6. he 
ſpeaks of the Gentiles, that they were fcllow-heires of the ſame body 
and of che ſame-promiſes, they were hcires of the ſame Corporation, 
and they had the benefic of the promiſes , Rows. 11. 17. They were 
partakers of the Root and fatne(ſe of the Olive, cc, When th: Jewes 
were broken of, the Gentiles were grafced in, and made partakers 
5 the fame fatneſſe, it was ſcnt abroad to them as wellas to the 
JEWES, 6 | 
. -Hence I will regſon ſeverally before I palle, 1,That they that have as 
ſure ground, by rationall charity ought to have them ; but rhey are as 
ſure tochildren as to parents, therefore they ſhould have them, and we 
m rationall charity ſhould diſpence them to boch, 

2 Treaſon thus ; Thoſe that are ingrafted mto the ſame covenant 
with the Jewes, and arepartakers of the ſame fatnellc as large \as the 
Jewesdid, they are effentially begotten into the ſame Olive: Bur ſo. 
are the Gentiles ; for what the Jewes had, the Gentiles have, if in 
the ſame Olive God will give the ſame extent to them as tothe Jewes. 

3 That which appertainesto the covenant as the covenant, that 
muſt belong ro all thoſe'that- the covenant appertaines unto; 25 rhac 
Which belongs'ro a Corporation as a Corporation, it belongs to ail 
that are of that Corporation, and all have a ſhare in the ſame ” Pur it 
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belongs to the covenant as the covenant, to irtitle Infants to the feale, 
becaule they helong to the covenant ;- theretore they muſt needs hay. 
the ſcale. .In Gen-17. 7. God will eftabliſh his covenant with eAbra. 
ham and his fecd : and m the ninth verſe, they fall vrep 1:45 Covenant, 
and cherefore he muſt keep the ſcale of the covenant, and this is thy 
ſcale of the coverant, Every manchild among you ſhall be cirenmuy/el, 
becauſe I will be thy God, chou (halt keep the ſeale of my covenant ; 
he does not mention exprefly what ever ſcal of wy Covenar.t thou ſhaic 
keep , bur this is the ſeale, Thox Halt ciremmenſe every man child; (o 
keappoints one, thathe may keep that ; and if I appoint another, keep 
that, what ever ſcale] appoint, Now 1 come tO the tourththing co be 
handled, 

4 Whether the Church may not lawfully ſometimes ad- 
minitter the f{eale of the coventar to ſuch is {iufully receive the 
ſame ? _ | 

*  Anſw, Th: Church may warrantably diſpenſe the ſeales of che co.” 
venant to ſuc us maiy wmes doe recetve them (infully and unwortki- 
ly, and doe {infully 12 {» dorag. -There is adouble nnworthines , one is 
open, that app:ares coin Durwardly, when the wickednete of mens 
hearts appeare in th.1r lives, ſuch ſhould be caft out from the Church, 
and the Church hath not allowance co retain them, nor to diſpenſe or- 
dinances to them, they are ſcandalous, 1 { vrinth. 5.5. 1t 15 heard 
certainly there ts fornication, and juch fornication as 1 not ndmed a- 
mong the Gentiles, cc, aid they had not proceeded agaiilt them ; 
and therfore the Spirit of God reproves them ſharply, and docs charge 
the Church with {inne, for not doing it. In Rev. 2. .18,: The Church 
of Thyatira1s reproved becaule they ſuftered the woman Pezebe/ io 
prevaile, ſhee carried the day againſt the Otficerg,. to beare with 
ker {infully, 

2 Fhere is an unworthinefle that appeares not to the eye of men, 
cloſe hearted hypocrites, Which deceive theowſelves and others ; thoſe 
that carry ic ſocunnungly that no cye can ſee them they ate {@cunning; 
their fin 1s inward, ſo ſecrecly conveyed focunningly from the eye of 
the Brethren, or the Othcers of the Church , in this caſe they cannot 
know it, ard therefore chey cannot cenſure it, nor proceed again!t 
them ; but they are gnblameablein the Churches eye. In this calc the 
Church hath warrant from Ged todiſpence them to ſuch; though they 
doe finfully in receiving, yet the Church doth warrantably in givingit 
unto them, as the le ſaid, For this canſe many are ficks among 
you, and weak. &c,They may be ſecret,and come & catand drink their 
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- gwa damnation, © and the Church in no fault becauſe ſhe procceds noe 
- goainſt then, 'becauſe ſhe knowes them not, But now thc ditticuley 
wes, and for this cauſe I ſpeakeir'; They ſay, this is to abuſe Gods 
Ordinance ,and ſet the ſezle to a blanke 4h Baprifme. Here may b: 
comfort in both;bur chus they argue ; They are nor in Chriſt, there- 
fore they abuſe the ordinance,and' ef the feale to a blank', for Baptiſme *' 
is a ſcale,and chercfore they abuſe God anthem, Tie arguinent they 
- may think ſtrong, bur iris weak and falſe, 

1 Itis exceeding weak ; foric doth not hurt the cauſe of baptizing 
of childtca, iris of noxalue co hut che bapcizingot children: For if it 
maſt not be adminiſtred*co Infants, becauſe it1s the putting of a ſcale 
to a blank, then it muſt not be adminiſtted'ro men of yearcs ; for there 
arc hundreds of thoſe that arc mun of yeares, that are clolc and groſlc hy- 
pocrites, that never had any communion with Chriſt, and yer they arc 

.inthe Chyrch, and the Church carinot hold chem back. For inſtance, 
Rev, 3.1. 4.4in the firſt it is ſaid, They had a x ame to live, ard are dead; 
and im the fourth verſe, There were but a few names which had not fi. 
ltd their garments, and yet they were all baptized ; for they came in 

- and were all baptized, and yet they were mo!t of them nauzhe. Now 

os ſera fzale ro ablank the Apoltles themſelves,there were buta few 

did walk with Chriſt, they were dead in {in the moſt of them ; the 

moſt were ſo when the Apoliles planted. the Church ; outwardly 
they appeared to have ſome good in them, buc many werenaught that. - 
the Apoſtles themſdves did baptize: and ir mult be ſo of necc ity, be- 
cauſe in the Church thereare many hypocrites, although they be Saints 
in the appearanee of men, ſos the Church cannot dilcern them; and 
in this caſe it is warrantable to give them the Sacrament, and Chrif 
gives allowance foto doe : and therefore if that beto abuſe the Sacra- 

- ment, then we muſt ſay Chriſt gave us allowance ſo to doe, provided 

they be cloſe hearred, and keep chemlclves fo : and the like may be faid 
of the Supper of the Lor4 , there bee thouſands of \hypocritcs in the 
church on earth, that the church doth not know z thoſe that appeare 
boly, prove to be roteen. W henave baptize men of yearcs, we mult 
goe by the judgement of charity , and lo there is hope in children ; ic 

s by charity, and yeti: is noabulc of the Sacrament, it may beſo , and 

ſothe argamene comes co nothing, So tor ſetting of the ſeal tv a blank, 

Simon Magus was baptized, and yer he was in the gall of buterneſſe, 

and therefore upon this ground there mult be no Sacrament given ac all 
tony, and ſoit is weak. | Tt Ne 

2 We fay it is falſe, that itis the abuſe of a Sacrament it we give it 
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ro them , if they be ſecret; that the Church cannot perceive them,they 
have warrant togive itthem3- and therefore they doe not abuſe it- w'; 
will make this clear... .'*-. -, 

'7..Ic is falſe; for: the:Church- is. bound to give it toſuch, for thy 
Church.muſt judge of: the perſons titnes, or cl{e.ſht goes blindeto! 
the Clatch in her officers, and the reſt mult judge , and them ſne 1s (1 
her way z they Chauld+pray the Lord.to purge ont the old leaveh, that 
ſhe may be a pure lump, ard thoſe that beunworchy, the couyrevation 
muſt remove them, but they mult firſt jadge them, . | 

2; The judgement of the Church muſt paſte according to thoſe 
things that come into vicW:- accordingto. experience and practice; 
aS our Savzour faith, by thcir fruits yew ſoall know them ; it is the roy. 
alcy of God to try the hegvt of man , but.man is to ſee the workinz, «5 
it appearsoutwardly,, Zatth.7. 16, By their ſrmits yon ſhall k;:0 
them ; the Gp is ſcen in. the fruit of thetree, of things ſeen we judee, 
bur' ſecret things'belong to God. Dexry, 29.29. 

: 3+. Thoſe that are ſecret, that are received by the judgement of (ke 
Church, dirc<d by a rule of diſcerning, the Church hath free and tull 
warant from God,if ſhe go as far as ſhe can,ſhe hath full warrant from 
God.to diſpence the ordinances to them ; ſuppoſe hypocrites be there, 
and ſuch as þe counterfeic , yet if ſhe go as far as arule will allow her, 
ſhe is not bound to know the heart , but by the (expreſſions in lit 
and converſation, if there be nothing againſt them, ſhe hath full war- 
rant; men may abuſe the ordinance ; but ſhe doth rot abuſe it, tor 1: 
is her duty , Chriſt faith, he had choſen twelve, and one is a Dcv11], h: 
knew itas God , that he was a Devill, and ſhould betray him ; ke was 
acted by Satan, and ke knew it as God; yet Fohn 13, 14.18, hecatcs 
. the Pafſover with 7#d4s , and it is theught he dideat the Supper ; Du! 

if he did not, he tclls what the Church may doe ; nay, What (he muſt 
doe in that behalf , according toa rule; if he had a peared before,Chrii: 
would have dealt with him accordingly ,. but hy it did not appear 
therefore he was received. | 
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gfyce 5 And it doth it, and not failes to them that are fit : Gods means 
uſcd in Gods manner never faile of Gods end. 
_ 5. No unworthy receiver may ſo farrcroffe the end of 2 ſacrament, 
that which is a (cal of contirmation, being rizhily uſed ; through his 
fio, may bea means to agravate his condemnation by reaſon of his 1- 
buſe of it ; he-may ſo harden himſelf, as he may increaſe his liv, and 
hiscurſe ; mark this, the ſacrament in the end and work of the n1- 
ture of it , as a ſacrament, it onely does ſcale, and it intends to ſeal and 
conhrme the Covenant tothem that believe ; but this does not hinder, 
but an unworthy receiver may crofle the end, and maize it poy [51 4 
himſelf, He may eat and drinke his own d.imnation : but this Cos nut 
aler the courſe of the ſeal init ſelf confidered, if welook at itin the pd 
God and the Church aym at in it, for that is to ſeale to the worthy re- 
ceiver ; but by reaſon of their own ſin, they alter it, and fo fe: a ſezle to 
blank: chus it carryes a double ſence with ir, | 
Is To ſay itis the cnd in God or the Caurch, or the work of the 
ſacrament, in1its own nature, to ſeal up the covenant to believers, is 
agrofſc errour ; the Church of Chriſt never thinks fo, but as God and 
thaChurch, and the ſacrament jr {lt ayms,, it doth not feal toan unbe- 
liever ; but if this be their meaniny, ro adminiſter the {-21e to ſuch as 
are. unworthy receivers , and it we abaſe the ſacrament dy parting the 
{cal tva blank, this God warrants ; and this the Churc1lors , of rhar 
be.the meaning, it is ordirary co themſelves to doe It: ihe a ſnatb cp 
tifts doe ſo themſelves, and the Church doe warrantavly in fo deing. 
Carry this with you, the Sacrament: , loo's what it doth of it {elf , it al- 
. Wayes ſeals up the covenant of grace to, belicvers ; 1pPocrIN9S receive 
t to their peri], but that the ſacrament intends,is th: ſame: for inſtarce; 
Takea Prentice that is buund for ſo many years, it may Deyne in his Ma- 
ſters abſence, 'gers his Indenture and brings it forth, an4 goes and ſets 
up. his trade wichin two years , at laſt it comes to light, and altkou;h 
he have the {cal of the Corporation that will doe him no goes, becaute 
he dealt not faithfully nor ſincerely , in the getting of his [ndenture he 
deprived himſclf of the benefit ; ſo it is here , the ſcope of the S3cr2- 
ment, in the cad of it is to ſeal up the covenant z the Ct uich cannordite 
cerne ; a man may coine in a counterfeir manner , they put to the fc.te, 
and give the facrament to-him as toa believer ; yet he deprives tune! 
ſelf of the nature of it,and the ſcal not altered ; they never ict the ſeal to 
ablan' . . : | 
Now having intrenched our ſclves by making the dotrine plain , 


We.now prepare to meet the Adverſary. We will now therefore gs 
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G2 The Covehant of Gvacropeved, | 

Mr. $p;lsberye; reaſons, they benine in number ; and beciuſe we will 
not miſtake we will read them, as they are itt the book. | Firſt, There 
is neither command 1nor cage it the New Teſtamentfor the bapti- 
ling of lufants:;/the ſumme of tis a tis this, if there be No Come 
- mand oor example in the New Teſtament, then ic is unlawfull. 

Both the parts are falſe : for if rhere be warrant in the Old Tefls- . 
ment, there is ground enou3h to ſetle any mans conſcience to doe ic, 
{or it is t60 narrow to tie men onely to the New Teſtament, neather 
have we ground ſo to doe; if we havea warrantin the Old Teſtamenc, 
we may be incourazed-to doe any thing ; for the whole rule of God is 
to be attended, and the Old and New are both equall, and theretore 
' both together ; and cither of them alone is enough to beat,us up in do- 
ing any thizg we have to performe to God : 'thereare many: thinss in 
thc-Old Teſtament thatare not ſo in the New,God havingregard to the - 
.pzpple and time of the Jevs that they lived in ; for they-were in therr 
nonageand ready to be taken aſide',. God.deals with them as with ch1l- 
dren new come to ſchoole ; he would have them ſpell out his wor- 
ſhip ke dorh point them with the feſcue, he builds up the partition 
wall, they were a their weaknes , and for this God does it that they 
might not be lcd aſide; therefore inthe gentrall-itts falfe, Exod.1 2.3.4 
When thy were to palle out of Egype,fee how exatTGod was to ſhew 
them bis mind ; Let every man take unto him a Lamb, actording to the 
boxſ* of his fathers; if the howfug/ be io little for the Lambyhe ſyall take 
bis next ne1ghboxr, c.See how God leads them,for the lamb,arid the 
number = che per ſous that mult eate, which was next his neighbour, 
this God did, becauſe the people were raw ; thus God fpels our every 
ſyllable to th-m, and tels them point by point ; butin the New Teſta- 
ment when he ſocaks of the Supper of the Lord , when the people were 
able to underſtand how to come , he is nor fo cxat , neither. is there 
any example ; neicher is there precept or example in tke New Teſta- 
went that evera Woman ſhould receive the Supper of the Lord ; yer 1 
hope; none will be ſo void of ſence, as ro ſay , therefore it is unlawful 
for wornen to receive the Supper of the Lord ; it would be weakneſfe 
, of brain , and to be forſaken of common ſence co: ſay fo : fo alchough 
. God did (o ia the time of the Law as to ſpeak to the number of the 
.petſons, and who they ſhould be, yer it is not ſo in the times of the 
. Goſpel : but the way is plain m the New Teſtament ; and therefore 
it is miſerable-weaknſe,and fo in Leviticus 18.There the Lord ſpeaks 
of unlawfall marriages, for nutnber and nature of them in a large man- 
-ner ; butic is not mentionedin the New Teltatnent , but when men 
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ecme to diſpute of them, they goe tothe old Teſtament. Is any ſuch a 
wilcakeras to fay,thoſe degrecs of narriages are notforbidden new in 
the new Teltamenr, when they be condemned in the old, although the 
new Teſtament ſayes-nothing of them, when as it is aid, the land ſpued 
out thoſe nations that were Pore them becauſe of that ; and God els 
them ſo, that they might not be caken alide therewith ; and God doth 
not ſpeak of them at all in the new Teſtament : and therefore to (ay ic 
5 t0}awtull, becaulc it is not commanded, or have ſome example for 
i147 the new Teſtamene , je is notorioully tale ; for-it is enough if we 
hayc a warrant out of the old, 

12 The fecond part alfois falſe : But (faith he) there w ne commund 
nor ex.mple in the new Teſtament. For the underſtanding of it, take a 
Calc, and ie will prove :'aat it is falſe. Now to open the thing , we 
muſt underſtand, in the word we (hall find a thing may be faid to be 
tound ewo wayes : Either in che letter, or included in the fenle ; it is 
included when what ev<r by che {trengthof the Rule, or rationall in» 
| ference can be broughtou of the Scripture by neceſſary circuinitance, 
that is Scripture, Ger. 2,24, eAnd hcy ſhall berone floſh i and when 
( *riſt ſpeakes of it, he (ich, They two hall be one fleſh, But it is not 
ſoin Gexeſir, Matth. 19 5. eAn4they two ſhall be one fl'jb, Ani to 
Hal. 2 15, Anddid he not mike on? ? And why did 5: maie t mt one, 
[ering he had abundance of the Spirit, He couid have made three or 
foure Women for ONe man, but. aac ne would learn to Kes PD ONT (0 Ig 
therefore he did it. When Chritt hid ro deal with the Sadduces, he 
tels them, They erre, not knowing the Scripinres, Math. 22 31. He 
provcs the reſurrection by this, G 9d # 254 God of eAo7ah.m, of 1/aac, 
and of Facob, he u mt the God of the dea1, but of th? living, ' Now it 
you look on the words of the promiſe, Ts be rheir God , there is no 
word of the reſurrection ſpoken of, but orly it is neceflarily incuded 
in the covenant with Abrehaw, when they were dead they lived with 
him ; and becauſe whole Abra-aw had the promile, theretore eAbra- 
hams body mult live a22in. i herctore this 1s Scripture alchouzh the 
_ be not-there,at mult be ſo there from the ſtrevgeh of dſpate. T he 

y mult riſe, and every one that believes ſhall be (aved, Sarah, and. 
Thomas, ani fohn,bclicving ſhall be ſaved, though-it be nor (1d loin 
the letter, their names are-nort named; yer it followes,thc Sarah, or 
Thomas, or John belicving, (hall be fayed. But ſome ot then deny 
this, and hc dothſcem to deny it alſe, but that be dare not i plain 
wards do ic,becauſe that would be ſo grotſe,mcn would ftop their 10- 
ks at it, But he hath ſome ſuch «xpreſs, tor ke laith,7 he old Teftcment 
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hath it commandtd ; and /o the ten 9) vey ca8t ju forbid alt fin, 4nd 
prarch-fer ar daties, although they be not named : the ſecond commun- 
de ment forbids all falſe worſhip that is ſpoke of in the Scriptures. Now 
toapply onr ſelves to the baptizing of Infants, there be texts that itis 
to boinferred froth, although it be not expreſkd in {o--many words, 
For we may as well rcaſon, that no woman-ſhould- receive the Sacra- 
mznt, becauſe there is no expreſſ: word for it; but in the Rules of the 
Goſpeliris inferred. I will make ic appeare, it there be as ſucegrounds 
for the title of children to the Sacramentgas to the parents, then they 
may be made partakers of ir as well as the parents : bur {othere is,and 
therefore they may.. Are theparents im covenant? So are the chil:ren, 
1 {orinth; 7. 14. andRow.11.46, of Which we have formerly ſpoken, 
and ſhewed the title is the fame to the (cales, and ſo we ſee both the 
parts of his-Argument are falſe, 
Argument 2.-It ts g bigh contempt put mpon Chriſt, to force an 
unnaturall wife upon him, one that ts impure he bring a pure and /piri- 
' tual! hutband ; for where there « one in the. Spirit,there i twenty in the 
fieſe. This is the frame ofthe Argument, To force a Spouſe upon 
Chrift that is naturall, he being ſpirituall, is a contempr :- But co bap- 
. tizei ants is to force a Spouſe upon Chriit chat is naturall, and there- 
: fore itis a contempt to him ; becaule that in the Church children are 
+ founded upon naturall birth. The firſt part is granted, the ſecond part 
is falſe, To forcea naturall ſpouſe upon Chriſt, is unlawfull, chat 
is granted : Bur the fecond part is falle, and che Argument-is worſe, 
that che baptizing of Infants make a godleffe Church, -For firſt, that 
children are gracelefſe, none can prove : if they be graceleſſe, if they dic 
m their infancy, they mult periſh, for they are our of Chriſt; bat they 
dare not affirm that themſelves, & it hath been proved , that God hath 
provided a portionof glory forinfants,and it is certain,that all that are 
g cle infants, that die in theirinfancy , God doth work faith-in their 
hearts, and therefore it1is groſly falfe, and the'weakneſl: of ic appeares 
thus , Our children in the time of the Goſpel, are the ſame with them 
among the Jewes , and God did joyn them to Chriſt as he does now, 
there 1s the ſame reaſon now as.then, 
2 Thebaptizing of Infants doth not make them members of the 
Church, for theyare members before they be baptized, and baptiſmc 
dorh but ſeale up the covenant unto them ; for baptiſme ſuppoſes they 


af in the pac ; and che proof_.of it is more groſſe then the other : 


he he will diſputeic, h& mult prove it, becauſe ſuch a Church is founded 
upon naturall birth, all children of belicyers are by nature the _ 
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of wrath, that they come to have an intereſt in the covenant, it isnot 
by birth,but by cheir parents covenanting with God , he does iras he 
ſecs fit ; it dothnotcome by birth or propagation, but by vertue«f 
the covenant With the parents, and God does it as hee lees fit, ſoit is'a 
groſlc miſtake. Now gather it up , children are tederally holybecauſe 
they come of holy parents ; they are holy becauſe of the covenant 
which they receive , God brought them in becauſe he loved them,and 
he loved them becauſe he loved chef ; and becauſe he loved chem , he 
choſe them ; and becaulc he choſe them, he brought them into cove- 
nant, and cherefore mcerly of grace : So that men are or will be. blind, 
if they doenot ſee this. 

' 3 1ttsaprattice that doth overthrow the body 'of Chrift, or the 
Temple of God, and ſs a Nation may be corrupted, and may make the 
godly a ſcorn and contempt. The Arguinent lies thus , That Which de- 

oyes the Body or Church of Chrilt, chat is unlawfull : But the bap- 
tizing of infants does deſtroy the Body or Churcluot Chriſt; and there- 
fore it is unlawtull, for it will make a national] and carnall Church, He 
ſayes ſo, we may lay itis not fo ; and our ſaying is as good as his. Burt 
I ay, che firſt part is erue's bur:thae baptizing of infants makes a na- 
Lionall Church, that I deny ; for it will not follow : but the preroga- 
tive of a nationall Church did belong onely to the Jewes , and there- 
fore it had nationall ordinances, they were to meet three times a yearc 
before the Lord ; - and they had nationall Officers, the High Pricſt, and 
all the males werZ bound to appeare three times a yeare, {o all wasna- 
tionall : but now it is not ſo, but they are particular co particular 
. churches, and particular ordinances, and particular officers, the 

Paſtor and Teacher is or ought co be in their own congregation; and 
though children are pred, they are made mambers of a particular 
congregation: And beſides, a Nationall church in it ſeltc does not de- 
ſtroy the b6dy of Chriſt': For that which God hath appointed for his 
church, thar doth not deſtroy the church ; for then God may be ſaid ro 
deſtroy the church: but that were blaſphemy to ſay ſo. But now all 
are in a particular church. And the ſecond part is as falſe, that it brings 
in gracelefle nembersinto the church; for the baptizing of infants is 
no cauſe of it, for that does not make them , but ſeales up the meanes. 
of grace to them, as God fayes, they are wnder bis wing. What conld 1 
bave done more for them ? Dext.6.18. God brings them 1aco manu- 
rinz,he hath them in his hands as plants of his embracing in the means 
of grace: if they bring infants inco the congregation, they bring them 


under the meancs , and God ingagcs himlelfe unto them. The _— 
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the Gentiles grew. wild, they wanted means, Pagans of Pagans, God 
takes no careof them, And beſides, will any fay circumciſion of infants 

. was the cauſe t@ make gracclcfſe members, our baptiſme is tht; 
lane. | 

4 Becanſe it 154 ground of ignoraxce and error , to hold peojle in 
blinawe ([e,aud make people thinks Baptiſme u neceſſury to ſalvation. 

The Argument iS this , That which is the cauſe of ignorance and etror, 
and to hold the people ia blindneſle, chat is unlawtull : But the bapi- 

- zingof intants is thecaule of all this, and therefore it is unlawfull, A 

thing may be ſaid to bea cauſe of a thing two wayes. 

1 Whenout of its own nature, or outof theation from 1it,intend- 
ing, or as corrupt counſell to kad them tv j jw ate the cauſe of finne ; 
ya to, dce out of intend:inent © give bad counlell, is the 'cauſe ot 
ae, | 

22 . Though of themſelves they be good, and the intendment be 
good, yet meeting with a corrtpt heare, ir makes him doe contrary : 
this is beyend the ſcope of the thing, it cauſes ev1ll withouta cauſe; the 
Goſpel isthe cauſe of contention thus, as Lyke 12. 51. / came not to 
ſend peace, but rather debate, &c. It is acaule of converſion to one, 
bur meeting with a corrupt heart, it cauſes contenuion ; but that is be- 
yend the ſcope of the Goſpel. And lo Row. 7.15. For I allow net of 
phat T do,for what I would do, I do not, but what [ won!d net dogthat 
1 doe, ec, And therefore as I have ſaid fortnerly, a wicked ſervant 
will be worſe in the beſt family ; for it inrages corruption , becauſlc it 
mects With a corrupt heart , ſo the Dapuiling of infants may be a cauſe 
of) tumbling to ſome, becauſe they do nor ſeegand fo it maybe a cauſe * 
oh evill co ſuch. | 
2\Becaulſe it is a cauſe of error,and keeps men in blindnee : Theſe are 
meer words,if men by ignorance or carelc{nes cannor, or will not ſee; 
if the Paſtor be carelciſe,and there be thouſands doe not know it, the 
fault is their blindnefle ; For looke at the nature of this Ordinance, 
where it is taught they ſhall not be kept in blindneſle, that appeares 
thus, The laying forth of the extent of this ordinance, is not to keep 
men from the underſtanding of it, or to keep them in. blindneſſe, but 
- to inform them by this, being taught, it layes forth the nature of bap- 
rilme, it containes all. that men of years, have taught them,and no more, 
* wharthcy teach men of yeares that are to be baptized, they ſay all that, 
and more chen chat,they teach.according to Gad, I may appeale whe- 
ther theopening of che nature of this Ordinance, have not let in light 
to this ordinance, bh | EY | 
AD 2 That. . 
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2 That itkeeps them inerror, and makes them fimply perſwaded 
- of the neceſlity of baptiſme to ſalvation, it is their own tault if it be 
fo, and not in the ordinance that leads them ro it, Circumciſionin the 
old Law was to beon the cighth day, can any bod y lay there lay a ne- 
ceffity of falvation upon circumciſion? God did enjoyn them to cir- 
cumcile them, then the parents ſhall ſeit, and the nature of the 
thing , and therefore we ſhould keep from ſuch conceits. It is a ſealc, 
and does ſuppoſe the party is in covenant, they not having or having, 
dacs not make it that it cannot be deceived Laltly, I know noqudict- 
ous Divine that teaches of RED » bar will ecach Baptiſme is not ne- 
_ cofalvation ; ifany wilfully miſtake,his blood be upon his own 
hea . ; 

5 1tlifts up the late of eAntichrift , by granting him thus ſo chief 
4 Corner-ſtoxe , and makes the Church of Rowe a true Charch : for 
where true Bapti/me u, there ti a true Church. ; 

Thisis the ſubſtance of the Argument , That praQtice. that upholds 
the tate of Antichrilt, is finfull : Bur the baptiſing of infants upholds 
the ſtate of Antichriſt, and makes the rams of Rome a truc 
church ; therefore the baptizing of infants is finfull. 

I anfwer in the generall, this reaches not the cauſe in. hand : For our 
queſtion is not , whether baptiſme in the church of Rewe be true or 
not , but whether it belawfull in. a church that is gathered and well 
ordered according to Chrilt, and therefore that he ſpeakes here, rea- 
ches not the cauſe. If hee condemn baptizing of Infants npon that - 
ground , he muſt condemne men of yeares alſo : For doe but turn the 
Tables, that praftice does uphold Antichriſt by the baprzing of men 
uf yeares in- Rome ; for where true baptiſme is, there is a true church, 
that does confirme Antichriſt as wellas this ; for 1t is equall che oneas 
wellas the other, it the baptizing of men of yeares, then infants, one 
is 2S well to be looked at as the other, and one makes a true Church as 
well as the other, So asif thatbe an Argument, there muſt be no bap- 
cizing at all, neither of the one nor the other, and ſo there come in ma- 
ny abſardities. 

3- The argument prevailes nor at all , neither for the baptiſing of 
men of years,nor children, for to prove Rey to be a true Church; for 
Rome being a true Church does not depend on this cauſe , but this con- 
cluſion ba baptiſme in Rove is true , whether it be of men of 
years or Infants for where true baptiſme is, there is a true Church take 
it as they uſe it; but whether it be according to God that they ſhould 
be baptiſed or not; then it does not make that a true Church ; there | 
VS oe TE 4p g HauT ” | is 
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is no man can inferre it from that , if it be lawfull to baptize Infants in 
Romer, is it therefore a true Church > Bapriſme. may be true ina truc 
Chureb ; but it may be ſo abuſed, that it may riot be lawfull after that 
manner ; the fault is not, that they are baptized,bytit is done by an he- 
retick , or a mannot approved : Thus imagine a Priclt in Rome or Ger- 
9any,{hould baptize one 1n the name of the Father,and not the Son or 
Holy Ghoſt, that baptifmne is unlawfull. And now ſuppoſe that it were 
lawful for aty to baptize,then it is lawful for 3 Midwite co baptize;but 
it is not lawfull for ker to baptize, alcazough ſhe baprtize right for the 
enatter, In the name of the Father and $1n,and Holy Ghoſt, becauſe the 
- hachno true call to it,ſhe is not in Ochce foto do :- but the queſtion is, 

whether it be lawfull to be done in alawtull manner. : 

4. Many have held one of chcle opinions, and have denyed the 0- 
ther ; children & men of years may be baptized,ſoir be not in an here- 
eicall Church,buc if ic be, it is unlawtallfay ſome, ſo ſays Cyprian, and 
ſome others were of this opinion,that baptiſme was lawfull for mcn ot 
years, if it were not done by a Hererick ; it this be granted that Cy- 
prianlaich, that it is unlawfull for an Herctick to baptiſe , although hc 

6c it ina right manner , then this may bee ſomething - to prove 
the. Church of Rowe 1s not atruc Church ;\and alchough chere be bap- 
tiſme in Rome, yet that doth not prove Rowe a true Church ; I doe 
fay that opinion is true; that ſo many hold. 

5. I ſay, thepropoſition is falle,if baptiſm be adminiſtred ina right 
manner by a faithfull Miniſter, yer that makes not a true Church : it an 
Elder in new Eng/ana,thatÞ rightly called ro Otfice,ſhould go among 
the 1n4zaxs and baptile Iv the name of the Father, Son aud Holy Ghoſt; 
if the ſubzcRt (ſhould not be baptiſed , there were afin, althou;h the or. 
dinance were rightly adminiſtred ; but this-would not follow that the 
Indians were a true Church: althoughithe miniſter were rightly called, 
| yet that does not make them a truc Congregation ; for a true Church is 

when +r » 4uprptay doe enter into a Covenant to walk together,in 
the fellowſhip of the Goſpel, that is a true Church, 

6, Argument, Ir builds faith upon humane teſtimony in matters 
fandamentall, fo that they have nathing bur the bare word of a man, 

| forit: the frameof the argumentis this, That pradice that builds faitlr 
* in matters fundamenrall, upon lumane teſtimony,is unlawfull; but the 
 bapriſingof Infants does ſo, and therefore it is unlawfull :' for he mult 
bring in humane teſtimony ,and ſo the word of men muſt be in the place 
of the word of God, Becauſe they ſeem to place much here, and the ar- 
gnment is ſomewhat unwonted ; therefore give me leave to _— 


, 
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Here I w 11 doe two things, . £ 

3. Iw#! ſhery youthe vanity of theargument. 

2, I will rip into the bowcls of theargument, that you may (ce the 
feeblenef{: of ſuch,and how they will meltas dew before ths un. 

I. The vanity of the reaſon, and the weaknefſe of ir appears thus, 

That praRtice that builds faich upon humane teſtimony in matters fun- 
damentall, no othcr wayes then God doth allow , and the word war= . 
rants, is not unlawfall ; bu: the baptizing, of Intants docs not build | 
them no otherwitc tucr:Gods word dos allow-in the like caſe; as in cir- 
cumcifon, for that was a fealc of the ſame covenant to them that this is 
ous ; it is clear, chat was aſcale of the righwouſnelſe of faith to chem, 
add fo js this te us, and is as fundamental as baptiſme to us, a funda- 
mental] of faith: thoſe that were circumcilcd in the law in their infancy 

25 Infants, mult prove it by their parents, it is plain ; and therefore if 
any man Will charzc God with want of wiſdome, or want of care how 
ſhall a childe fatis'1e anotacr bar by bare teſtimony humane ; every 
man would condema thus 25 heBliſh blaſphemy , this is enouzh to daſh 

the arsumerit ; now we Wil icarch into the ſecrers of the argument, * 
and we willdoc two things, | 

1, By way of. xplicativn of fome paſſages in the reaſon, 

2, We will nake application in the firlt 3 you here of matrers fun- 
damentall, in that we i alt know chree things, 

Firſt, Matters funda nuiall roncaing faich, that there is one God in 
three perſons, E:chcr, Son, 1nd Holy Ghoſt ; and Chriſt the ſon of the 
Virgine Mary 4 rhe Saviour of the world, and that God by his ſpt- 
rit does bring his cnullren ro kuow himſeclt;and bring them to tus Son; 
and that his Sa.nts are juſtified by Faith, theſe are fandamentall, 

Secondly,there are marrers fluw trom thefr; if God by his ſpirit make 
a ſinner believe, thcn chere is not free-willz and that we are jultined by 
the ativeand paſſive oved cace of Chriit : and if we have title to the 
covenant, then we have tile ro the ſeals, 

3. Some matters annexed are circumſtantia!l, as receiving the ſeals 
in this manner ; thcre 1s a matter of faith, and matter of\ fat, faith in 
matters to be bcLeved or works of mercy; matters to be believed or 
or done, are contained 11 the Scriptures ; but for matter of fact , that 
is coſuch a man by naine, is not contained in the Scriptures, Faith 
comes by hearing, and is contained in the ſcriptures ; bur that ſuch a 
a man did heare ac Hw-for4, the ſcriptures doe give notettimony , that 
this man by name, at this time and place is not contained i the (cri- 
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3. Thata mans faith may be buileupon che word , and it reſt upox 
the word, or that is contained in the word; the concluſion muſt be jn 
the word, but the other part ina mans fſeclfe ; to build our faith on the 
word is caouzh, it one propoſition be in the word, and the other he: 
may tiade by expcrience : carry theſe along with you, and you 11! 
ſeethe weaknes of the Argument : we will ſhew you the Application 
in three things, 

i. Children when they doe ſurvive may receive the benefit of bap- 
tiſme by faith, built upon the werd of God", and-not upon hunane 
reaſon ; they may receive the benefit of their faith buile upon the werd, 
thus inſtanced ; whoſoever doe or have received baptiſme by the ap- 
pointment of God to them , God on his part hath ſealed up the cove- 
nant to them ; but children have fo received, and therefore they have 
the covenant-ſealed on Gods part to them ; and therefore they may 
have the comfortof it, that they have received it on Gods part : every 
man that by Gods order hath the ſeale, God feales ro him, then chil- 
dren by the order of the Goſpel , have received the ſcale of the Cove- 
nant, ſo both are trae: but how doth ic appcar that achilde hath re- 
- ceived it, that is not to be required in the {cr:ptures, but in praQicey 
notin the Goſpel nor is required in the cauſe : for it-1s enotgh that the 
propoſition or conclu{on be in the ſcriptures, that this is true, I will 
give you ſeverall inſtances. Thus it is a cruth, That all children muſt. 
honour their father and mother ; and therefore every childe muſt ho- 
nour his Parents : but how ſhall the childe know that this man is his 
Father, or this woman his, Mother ; the common teſtimony is enough 
co the childe , for to give them obedience of faith, although ir be not 
ſet down .in the ſcriptures ; that this or that man or woman is his pa- 
rent :-and ſo in Levst5exs, The Unkle muſt not marry his Neece, for 
that was a fin; for all ſuch marriages 1s unlawfull : buc how ſhall this 
woman know this was her Unkle ? The conſtant report of men is 
enough in this cauſe : Aud remember you keep holy the Sabbath day, 
this was theſcventh day from the Creation tothe Jews, and the eighth 
day equs; but how hows they know which was the ſeventh day, 
Abraham living ſo lang after the beginning of the world, and it was 
not Written in the word which was the ſeventh day : ſo that it mult 
be by witnefſe , and (@this is enough ; for the concluſion is of faith. So 
for the benefit of baptizing of Infants, the teſtimony of them thac 
lived whea I was baptized, is h to ſetele me. | 

2. Men of years have not a better bottome- tp beare up cheir we 

tacn 
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thenghildcen have, they may have ſtronger, but itisthe fame for the. 
kinde ; whoever have received the ſacrament accoreing to Chriſt hath 
a ſcale of thecovenant ; but I haye fo received it , and therefore it be- 
longs £0.me, may gfinan of years ſay now in the time of the Goſpel; 
now you may fay, let himprove it? he may fay, I have heard the Mini- 
(ter pray over me , and ſaw him take the water and ſprinkle mce ; he 
ſayes fo; but itis but huquaneteſtimony : ſo for a childe,, others heard 
fo; all is but humane teſtimony; ſo for your own expericnce,it iS more, 
bur the ſame in kinde ; humane teſtimony is the ſane ground , fo both 
ot: them are the ſame for kinde. 


3. The reaſon (ſhews two things contrary to truth; 
Firſt, That knowledge of Bapcifine is a fundamentall of Faith. 
>. Secondly, T hat the teltimony of others ftands in the place of the 
word of God, that I have heard or preach in new England is not con- 
txincd in the word of God,all the particular actions that a man dors, he 
nceds not bring in proofe out of the word of God,and therefore it docs 
not ſtan4 in the-place of the word of God , and {o ve ſee it is tulle ; 
I could have'ſpoken more ſort of theſe things, but that they are not u- 
ſuall to the pcople, : 

, eArgument, The biptiſing of Infants makes the Ordinance of 
Chriſt alying ſigne ; tor 1c is nor to be expected inan [rifant, thar 
whica this Ordinance doth call for : the argument ttands ihus, i hat 
Un that makes the ordinance of Chriſt a lying figae, is untuivtull 3 

at the baptiſing of Infants makes the ordinance of Ciuilt a lyinz ftgne, + 
and.therefore it 1s unlawtu.!. The fiſt pare of the argument we grant, 
but the ſecond part here is the old frame , a bare athrmacion, but no 
proof that it is not to be expected , but it ſhould be proved, but here is 
deep filence: It ſhould have bin proved thatGod/works tick in [nfaiits 
| arecleRtd, that dye before they be baptiſed ; and ir Mr. Spulsecry 
will but hold to his principles, ke ſhall be the man chat ſhall ſay fo, A# 
children ſtand defiled of original ſin , and if they be polluted, either Hat 
mwuſ} be remaved or they cannot come into heaven; if they come to y19- 
ry the power and preſence of fin muſt be taken away , or cife they can - 
not potſctle por enjoy God ; and therefore eicher they mult ler it go, 
or <lſe it muſt be removed ; bur they cannotletic goe , and therefore 
ir mult be removed, and where the privation is, there will be the kabir; 
and therefore if fin be gone, there is perfect ſanAitication : and he mult 
conclude finning to be gone, in 3ll that be faved, he dare not deny its 
And if they be guilty, they ſtand in need of a Redeemer ; and if gicy 
be redeemed they maſt be redeemed by Chrilt;, or ſome other way 3 


but. .. 
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but there is no other way, As 4. 12.T here ts no othty name whereby 
we may be ſaved; and therefore if they be redeemed, they muſt ſhare 
with Chriſt in his facisfaRion, and therefore they mu(i have urion with 
him ; and if they have union, they mult tve faith, and io he may be for- 
ccd co confeſle and yeeld they have ſo. F#E 

8 The ſubjett of Baptiſme muſt be paſſive, but infants are not paſ- 
' ſve, as the ordinance requires, 4nd ſo not fit. 

The frame of the Argument is, If infancs benor fic ſubjeRts for bap- 
tiſme, they are not to be baptized ; Bur they are not fic fubxRs for 
baptiſme, and therefore they ſhould nor be baptized ; they mult be fe 
toreceive it, or cle it oppoſes baptiſme. 2, It mult be fo paſhve, tha: 
ir maſt produce a voluntary ſubmiſſion co the ordinance, he proves it 
hath ſuch a ſuperior work they may ſubmir co the ordinance by force, 
and yet not be fit ſubjeRs ; but they mult be freely paſſive that be hr 
ſ\ubj=<&s. Here is the old guiſe, an Argument raken and framed , bur 
__F proved ; for the Argument 15 more falſe then the Que- 

ion. 5 | 

1 They ſay they oppoſe baptiſme, If they mcan an entward oppo» 
ſition, they may cafily heconfuted ; for intants doe not io oppoſe it. 
If they mean#n inward oppoſition, when the Spirit workes,it takes += 
way reſiſtance ; and children doe as little oppoſe, and leſie, then men ; 
. and when the Spirit comes, he tines lefe oppoſition in them, then in 
men ; and they are as capable by nature as men, and they are mcerly 
paſſive in that, as well as children : for the Spirit works in us with- 
outus ; he takes away fin, and puts 1n a principle of life : ſo he can.ſeal 
us Withoutus It they ſay there mult be ſuch a taking away of oppotiti- 
on,as frees them from ſinne, and hath ſaving grace : Thar is falte ; tor 
Simon Magus was baptized, and yet he had it not : and therefore take 
it in what regard you will, there is no more reaſon why chuldren 
ſhould nor, then why men ſhould nor. 

2 Ie mult be a free and voluntary ſubje&ion : if they mult expreſſe 
3t outwardly, it is not required in all thoſe that reccive the ſeale , no 
 Morethen circumciſion was here; if they mean freely and willingly co 
take the ſealc, that is notenough: for thete are many will ſubmit, rhat 
are net fit for che ordinance, as thry doe to the Supper of the Lord, If 
they {ay they muſt have the power of ſaving grace , thatis falſe ; for 


#þ»s hearers had it not: bur it they mean fderall holineſk, then an in- 


tis holy thus, | 
9 It oppoſes the Word: of the Text,by ſaying children are conceived 
ws grace, Plalm 51. 5. Wat thing is tt to bears men ſay they arc ho- 
EE: ly, 
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4, and /ubjefts o grace, when God ſayes they are chilaren of wrath? 

\ The frame of the Argument is, Thit practiſe that oppoles the word 
of God, is (infull: But the baptizing of infants doth oppole the word 
of God, and therefore it is ſinfull.” That he ſayes, proves nothing ; hee 
had as good ſay, what unholy men ay, that intants are clean from tke 
woind, we haveoften met with ſuch things, and it Were cnough to 
gainſay it onely, for iris falſe. 

That I fay ro his prooteis ; 1, No man ayes infants are holy z but 
there is no more holinefle required in us; then in the time of circumci- 
ſion ; that does not oppole the word ; For Adam begat a ſonne in bis 
owne /ikencfſe, And Gen. 6, 6, The fram? of mans bears 1 evill, ans 
onely evill continually. Pſalm 51.5, Iwas born 3n iniquity, and in /in 
hath my mother conceived me: Then by ths word of God infaats hal 
holinefle required, and therefore it was not crolle to the word ; we re- 
quire no other holinefſ then they did. Fe iy 

2 It heor any Anabaptiſt can bring any writings that doe maintaine 
they are nat born in ſinne, by any thac oppoſe their deluſions, then they 
ſay ſomewhat ; but they have not,norcannot : nay, the molt of them, 
their. old , generation, deny origin2ll linne to be in infants, though che 
younger bluſh at it co own it ; bur the old deny it, and (ay, they tiane 
by imitation, and that their (in is theirs, and cheir fall is theirs, ir may 
lilence jmpudence it ſelfe. 

3 Allthe holineſfe we atcribute to them, is not by nature, we pro- 
fell all born of fintull parents, and are polluced with originali finne by 
nature : all the holineſfe we afcribeunto them, is not by. nature, nut by 
proparzation, but that which is their parents, Demt. 7. 6. But thew 
ar; 4 holy people unto thy God, the Lord thy God hath choſen thee tobe 
4 pretious people unto himſel/e, aboue all people that are upon the 
earth. And hence they are called the natwrall branches, Rem. 11. 24. 
For if thou waſt out cf the Olive tree, which was wild by nature , and 
waſt grafted contrary to Nature into the right Qlive tree, how much 
more foall they that are by nature be graftedin their own Olive tree @ 
Soas we look at no other holjnefle but what the Word fayes, ani hath 
faid from the beginning in Io/es time ; ſoas waar he fayes 1s talte in 
this kind again!t us. | 1\ 

4 When ht aides, Ir xs no error to [ay they are ſmbj:@s of grace , if \ 
he hold co his principles he aut ſay (o ; for he ſayes tacy are laved,and 
coſay ſo, is to ſay they arc freed from the power and preſence of fin : 
for it they have either of both , rhey cannor be ſaved ;gbut he layes fo 


when he fayes they are lubz<Rs ot grace, For if they be ſubjccts of 
Kyi 2563: ; Brace, 
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grace, they areſid) 
be ſubjeRs of grace : For wo wncdean thing ſhall emrer ute the King. 
dome of heaven. He dare'not deny thar, for if he doe,be mult deny har 
which the word dothafhrm. | 


Ani now we have done with all hs-Arguments; and wee fee th. 


Batteries raifed againſt this Dorine , and 'by what hath been ſaid , 
" Idoubtnot but underſtandiug men in the capgregation, may be able: tc 
, givem anfwer, | 

' Now wecome to the reaſons of the point, which are foure, 

1 That praice thac is commanded inthe Word, is awfull :. But 
is baptizing of the Infants of thoſe thatare in covenant ; and rheretore 
it'is lawfull. It is contined inthe Wordeitker inplam words, or may 
be neceffirily inferred trom the words :- I here expreſſe it may be ne- 
ceflarily inferred, to let you ſee that it is ſucha dreame to fay there is 
; Nothing Scripture but chat which is expreſſed m'fo many words : For 
it may beneceffirily mchaded; althouzh not plainly exprefled. And 
that this is ſo, we may ee it in the New Teſtament and in the Old - 
That itis included, ſee Antrh. 28,18, 19. Atl power 4 given to me 
3n Heaven and Earth; Gee therefore and 2tach all Nations, bapti- 

zing them in the Name of the Father ,and of the Sonne, and of the Ho- 
iy Ghoſt -Goe and texch, is, Goe and make Diſciples , ſors the word 
inall Nations, Now they had Authority to plant churches, and to 
baptize them: 1 reaſon thus,if Children be included in thoſethat are to 
be made Diſciples,then they are to be made partakers of the Seales of 
the Covenant : But Children are made partakers of the Covenant of 
the parents ; and therefore it warrants the Seale to bee given to the 
Child z if the warrant be alike tothe one. as to the other, then the 
child may be partakerof itas well as the parents ; if the parents be in 
covenant, the cfuldren be in covenant , -and made Diſciples : All the 
difficulty lies in the ſecond part; That childreware in covenant, if chil- 
=_ bein the covenant and included ; we will open the place in three 
"5, 
. 1 Wrhiatismeantby All Nations, 

'2 Whatismcantby Teaching. 

3 Wratitis to wake Diſciples. 
1 When Chriſt ſends themto all Nations , hee doth difference the 

Nation of the Jewes from all other Nations; for his Church was there 
then, Pſal. 147. 70. He hathnot dealt ſo with every Nation, neither 
hate thty knowledge of bis 4-1: Ip0n s. And hefaith, Tos onely have 
Tkaown of all the Natiens of the wer 4d, It was that ancpnceiveable 

| "1-3 
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of glory ; and if (abjes of glory; they-mul 
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goodnelle of God to them, Dext. 4- 22, 33. Inquire of the dayes 
' that arepaſt , which were before thee, ſouce the, dayes that God created 
Aan upon theearth, and ath from the one end of *heaven unto the o- 
ther , of there came to paſſe ſuch a great thing as thi, or whether any 
[meh thing hath been heard, Didever people heare the vezce of GOD 
ſpeaking ont of the fure, as thou haſt heard? So 28 there was never ſack 
.#thing; for God took themout of all Nations : His Ordinances muſt 
be in this Nation, all muſt come for any Ordinances to them. Ex+d. 
12.48. But if a ftranger dwell with thee, and wilt obſerve the Paſſe- 
over of the Lord, let hum Circumciſe all the Males that belong wnts 
hinsy and then let bins cone and obſerve it ; and then hee ſhall bee as 
one thi i borne in the land: For no uncircuneiſed perſon ſhall ear 
ahereof. S035 None may partake nntill they be-in covenant. And 1/as, 
$6.4;5.Far thus ſaith the' Lord unto the Ewnuches that keep my Sab- 
baths, and chuſe the thing that pleaſeth me, and take hold of my cove- 
want, ever 10 them will 1 give in my Houſe and within my walls,q name 
. better then of ſonnes anddanghters : I will give them an everlaſting 
Nav that ſhall not be put out, So as we ſee, all muſt take hold of the 
coyenant , thoſe that were Jewes borne, were in the covenant, and 
mult be circumciſed , and ſo all other that will become Jewes , mult 
takehold of the covenant,and ſo be circumciſed. 
Now Chriſt hath all power givento himin heaven and earth, now 
he enlarges his Kingdome, and therefore he {ends to all b:fore, » 7#- 
dah was God know, and his Name was great in Iſrael. He hath nos 
dealt ſo with any Nation, Aitti10 35. hat mevery Nation he that 
| feareth bim, and worketh righteog'neſſe, s accepted of him. Hee doth 
not ſhut up himſelf zo chem, bue now he ſends them to all, 
- 2 Whatis meant by Teaching : Hz teaches no other thing for 
ſubſtance then whit 2fo/er had taught, and the types held forth, 
and the Proph:c forcrold Chriſt comming in. the fleth, which was 
fulfilled in his comming : for Chriſt was held torth/in the Goſpel, 
Law and ſhall be co the end of che world; the manner of diſpgnſa- 
tion is alcercd , burthe hbſtance is the fame, As 26, 22. Wirnſſing 
ro ſmall and great, (ani) mo other thing ther thoſe that Moſes and the 
Prophets did (ty 194d rome to paſſe, co Wit, that Ckrift ſhould Come, 
So 25 it was forcr0d there and revealed here, And [/a49.6, t i a/mal 
thing that thy, »o&td't be my ſertant, to raiſe Hp the Tribes of [4- 
cob,and to reſtart the deſo/ationr of Iſrael, 1 will alfa grve thee a light 
to the Gentile; that chow mayſt be my ſalvation to the end of the world, 
It is the fame Cariit and Covenant that they mnt teach, 
CRE de TT - 884 2 FEE > 
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2. What is meant by making of Diſciples ? to.trairr up people. to 
follow Chriſt in the way ard worth of Chriſt : Diſciple, is called 
Chriſtian ; Go wacke Dz/cips © not co alſent outwardly to the truth, 
' but alſogive probationtoſt th; for there be many , that may be 
in Chriſt and [ec to be,informed,, that the way cf the Goſpel is holy , 
but they dare not come in tochol/it forth, for when they come to hear 
Chriſt ſay,T he foxes have holes,ana the birds of the ayy have neſts, but . 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his heag: no more of thein, Foh.6. 
60, Mavy therefore of his. Diſciples when they beard this, ſaid ; this is 
hard ſaying, who canhearit> And when he came after to pinch them 
upon the narrow in the 66.verſe, it is ſaid, Many of bis Diſciples wen; 
away, and walked no more with him, 
4+ They muſt be qualified chac muſt receive the ſeals, he muſt be 
ingrafred in a covenant for him and his ; we ſhould ſuffer them tocome 
init he be a Diſciple ſo ingaged in Covenant or for them; and therefore 
this is-aS the prefle money. tothe ſouldier-: and here is the main, ir is 
-the ſame covenant with the Jews, Matth, 21. 43, Therefore, I [ay 
w1to you; the kingdome of God ſhall be taken ſrom you , and ſhall be g8- 
ven to 4 nation that will bring foxth the fruits thereof : [hatis the 
covenant of the Goſpel ; fo as the kingdome of God is the ſame to 
Jew and Genule, Aarth.8.11. But [ ſay unto you, that many ſhall 
come from the Eaft and from the Weſt , and ſhall ſit downe weth Abra-. 
ham, Iſaac, a»d Jacob in the kingdome of heaven : that is , they thall 
have the ordinances into ail the world; fo as it is the ſame covenant 
that was made with e Abraham at the firſt : the Jews ſhall be caſt our; 
and as the kingdom is the ſame; ſo the Gentiles are incorporated upon 
the ſame terms as the Jews were, Epheſ.3.6. That the Gentiles ſhould 
be inheriters alſo of the ſame body , and partakers of his promiſe in 
Chriſt. by the Goſpel: fo we ſee God did reveal the Gentiles ſhould 
be fellow heirs of the ſame body, as the Jews had ; as the Jews had 
royall priviledges , ſo the Gentiles ſhould tharein the fame corporation 
into Chriſt, Epbeſ” 2. 19. Now therefore you are ne more forresguers, 
but ("itizens with the Saints and bouſbald of Ged : (o as you are fel+ 
low Citizens of the ſame houſe and corporation,and have the ſame prt- 
viledges ; and they ſhall have all theſe in a viſible covenant: ſee all in 
the context; 25 the Gentiles ſtood in oppoficion, the partician wall be- 
ingin uncircucmcilion , and the Gentiles known to be Gentiles : as he - 
was made bcfore he was in a viſible Church ; now when oneis in a viſ- 
fible covenant, that makes them differ ; for it cannothe meant of a 
ſpirituall work, for all che work of circumciſion was never thus ; for - 
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then it muſt have been upon all that were circumciſed , but we kno 
ic wasnot ſo , forall of them had not Chriſt ; but itis, meant, a vifible 
ape which the bedy of the Jews were made partakers of, and fo 
the Genriles ; if it were ſpirituall then the Jews were un-Chriſted, 
but che cauſe is clearez As the Jews were in a viſible covenant, fo it 
ſhould be now inlike manner unto all people. Mark , they covenant 
for themſelves and children as the Jews did ; and he is a Diſciple thar 
is thus qualliftied , now Baprtiſme is the preſſe- money ; {o as we fee 
what the inzaning of Chriſt is. Now he intends they ſhould goe ro alt 
nations-and teach them, that is, enlighten their judgements, and as 
they had right to the covenant, fo had their children rizhrto the cove- 
_. nantof their parents : Why ? becauſe they were made Difcivles, they 
were taught: becauſe Chriſt hath received all power , ard all power 
« &2inz2given to him 53 now we arcable. Thofe parents who are made 
"Diſciples , they are incorporated for themſelves and children as the 
Jews were into the covenant: Now the Jews were incorpornted for 
. them{clves and children, and ſo bee choſe that are mae Diſciples, 
Now the firſt-of theſe is not d.nyed , they that were made Diſciples 
» ſhould be ircorporated', bur all that ar: mide difciples and are incor- 
poratgzare as the Jows were : and therefore as the caildrenot the Jews 
. were included, and fo had ri ht to the ſeals, fo have wee, by Goe ana: 
zeach ;thole that be tauglit as bcfore,muſt be baptized: Firſt, ir mult be 
publſhed,that ſo they,may approve of it, and then engage themſelves, 
and thenall chat belowr to them as parents: fo as if it be demanded tor 
whom they doe enter Covenant ? it i8 true, Parervs doe 1t actually, 
but not for themſelves onely, but for all choſe that ſhall come of them 

as parents, As takea parent,he makes a bargain,and draw's a covenant, 
makes it ſure to himſelf ; the childe hath not maiſe this covenant, 
ſhall he therefore have no benefit by it;155 any ſuch a wiſcaker, to.think 
when the father was alive, and concluded it, that he d11 it for himfeif, 
-bucnot for his children;che fame is here:The father expreſſes the cove- 
nant, but che children ate included, and in common ſence the children 
may cliim a right, If any plead & fay,it is not your right,you were noc 

born then. he may fay,it was for me the govenant Was made,and it will. 
_, bold inany court: this is the dream of the Anabaprifts againit common 
ſence ; but heare this yee that turn proſely tes , and take hold of the co- 
venant, and take up the ſame worſhip : yee take itfor children ard 
al ; and they have good right tv the polkfling of it : lo it is bere; if we 
teach the ſame Chriſt, and reccive him as before, and engage onr fe!ves 
inthe covenagt for our ſclycs apd onrs, das they may be baptized, = 
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he is in covenant, and ſoare his children. 

Wee gavein teſtimony to the DoQrine laſt. day fromt:s Ney 74. 
ſtament, Marth 28.18,19. Gor make Diſciptes ; Now we willy, 
in Te{tunony from the Oldand New Teltament together, for they 114 
# joyn: teſtunony together ; if you pleaſe, we will proportion them 
one Wizh another. - 

Firſt, Ta the Inſtitution, all is one. 

Secokdly, In the Application of it, we ſhall ſce the fame ſpiri: /- 
both, and are both of the ſame authority ,|' Ger. 17. 10. This is wy 
{Covenant which yee ſhall keep between me and you , ariththy [eel af 
thee :. Let every man childe among you be circumciſed, Compare tins 
with eAts 2.38, 39, Then Peter ſaid unto them; Amerd your 

Lives, and be baptized enery one of you, In the name of the Lova }e (ac 
Chriſt, for the remiſſion of ſins; and yow ſhall receive the 211t of th 
Holy Ghoſt, For the promiſe 1s made to you, and to you Chilaren, ins 
to all that are a farre off, and to as many as the Lord onr God ſna! cal, 
So as we ſee, both hold out the ſame thing, 

Firſt, The Command ob it. 4 

Secondly, The Application of it 5 fo Petey ſpeaks here, foas w: (c-\ 
itis not oncly commanded in Gen. 17. 11, batinterred fron that co. 
yenant made to: Abraham : Therclore thou ſhale keep my covefizn;, 
as 12. verſe, Ai the males of ey ht dayes old faall be cirewnit/es; 1: 
15 by inferrence from the coverfant abpl <d in reaſon ; 1t 15 titte, 1215 
proper to God toappoint facramen.s +114 tals, who can cv thy 1472 


" 
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bgnihed : it 18 he that may doe it, but wit it is appuliied tht. that 
are intetelkd in the covenant by vertuc o! thevoverant, they hgh 
interelt and a right to the uſe of the ſcale ,o1 {15 no foate hathror the 
end for Whickit is appointed : Or if 1:0 hav og thi mie of 15, but 
have rightto it; then noman muſtuſe 17, 077.4 ct y walk tay 0 th 
tereſt in the ſcale ; forthe ſeal ſhows the @v 0.09 t, ad firolh 1nl in Ne 
, reaſon thus : That Which is inferred Hom hoo wins, wid cn 1d 


-4n them , thar i$included, but fo is the tealo ; ano theretor. if! 
be incluied in the text, 

The firſt parc noagqueſtion, 

The fecond partreſts in the Text, #n1 it is includcdyin te 
 theretore you {hill fine it thus ; 

Thoſe that are inſtated in the Cor... ic hav-a rciohi to the b- 12. 200 
the entrance z and therefore to witviniyws r they belong, tf 16 5 chet 
and their (ced ; it is forced from if cg ant , as if God fad 111d 5h 
fame , you have an interelt in the £4.00, and youtſhail ep Lite 

. LIGHT 


From whence Infants Bajtiſme « proved, 79 
benefit of it ; 1 have given it to take away the fin rhat is conveyed and 
ke co the ſonle, and the ſoule is made partakcr of it witty 
Chriſt repeale ic,; they that ſhall receive the ſcale of the covenant : 
what circumciſtion ſhews co them , the ſame does bantitine kold 
forth to us ; this is ſo, as nothing is more plain ſpas you have ir, becauſe 
you are 1Ncovenane + Now you may askK'why God doth appoint a [cal 
of the coverant, is it for Ged ? No : for be is faithful, and i hun 
there 1s no thaduow of change ; bur ic is. for our end that we inay 
know Whom to relt car faith upon , for we are ready to Cagger ; aid 
thercfore to thore 1172 our faith \, the Lord gives it to itrengrhen cur 
faith withall, Aga, you may {ay , ro whom or for whole good duch 
God appoint the {c»1s df the covenant , tor thoſe that are Within wu 
covenant, or thote that are Without ? Not' for them thit are Witkeur, 
but for thoſe thac be within, and toall of them; tor! there is thr {7 me 
reaſon for all, thac are in covevant, the reaſon is the ſame, and the rivk 
15 the ſame to all, to the children of Abrobary, as to himſelf; the cove- 
nant 1s, will be thy God, and the Gedef thy ſeed : {o as this 1s plain, 
Becauſ&Fhey have received the greater Whichis the corenant, therefore 
they may be partaker of the letſcr, whichis the ſcale of the entrarce ; 
the other ſacrament , he patl.s chat according to their eating, forit is a 
ſacrament of growth , and (here mult becxaminativi} of cur {cives; we 
ſee Godscommand, tor this 1035poin's, and infers it by the covenant; 
and as it is-made for them , {ot 1s applycd ; As 2,38, Ton Petcr 
ſaid unts them , amend your lives and le baptized every one of you, In 
the name of the Lord feſa Chriſt for the remiſſion of ſins, and you ſhall 
recerves the gift of the Holy Ghojft, For the premiſe is mad? to you 
and yoxr children; and to all that are afarre eff , eves as many 45 the 
Lord our God ſhall call : For the uſe cf it he alledges the promiſe , atd 
applics ie, When they were pricked at the heart, then lie buis them Re- 
fent and be Baptiz'd; and then he tells them the promule is made ro 
them ard to their chicdren, and to as many as the Lerd anr Gol foal 
rai: even that promiſe, / will be thy God and the-Ged of thy ſeed: if 
God will be a God to you and your chikiren, then doe you by the 
power of faith, receive the ſcale of the covenant to you and to your 
children :; the time that was before Chriſt they ſcaled vp Ctrilt to 
come ; but he is now come, dee you therefore by faith make 16 {ure : 
and the ext orcation is made to parents thatreceive icto them and there, 
Eſa.$6.3.4. Andlct not the Sen of the ſlranger , mtich 18 joyned to 
the Lord ſpeake and ſay , the Lord hath ſurely ſeparated me from 15 
teople ; Neither let the Ennach ſay ; behold [ am a drytree: For 
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thus ſaith the Lord to the Ennnches that keep my Sabbaths, and chy(+ 
the thing that pleaſeth me, ana take hold of my covenant. Cod com. 
torts them from this thoſe that cheſe his covenant, thoſe that xre m44e 
parcakers of the priviledgcset the church, thatis, by joyning them 
{clves to the church of the Jewes, they ſhall partake of the Ordinanc;s 
of Chrit tharthe Jewes partake of, and that is the (ame that 15 aRc4 
now, 7 his 1s the {trength of the Apoltles difpute ; It the promile be 


? made to youand your chuldren ; tken you may partake of the foals, you 


and vour childrcn, 

The Apoſtles Argument runs thus, Becauſe eAbrahamand his ch... 
dren were circumciſed, as a ſexe of the coverant ; fo ail thule tl:x: 
take hold of the covenant, have right to the Seale for them and rhivir 
ch.ldren : it carries weight for weight, The Anabaptilts are troubl, 
With ths, and quarrell much at it, and day: By children here 1s nv 
meant infants, bar children by imitation, meaning ſuch as follow tt: 
ſteps of their golly parents: As Fohn 8. 39. They anſwered ani [ai; 
wnto him, Abraham « onr Father. jeſus ſaid mn;o them, If” yog were 
Abrahams children, you woulddoe the works of Abraham. SO 3s ticre 
1: iStaken ina fpirituall ſenſe, Bur this makes nothingto their purpole. 
For this promiſe makes nothing to that, The promiſe es made to you ard 
ro your child-en ; that promilc is not the covenant, bur it is anothcr 
promiſe, the raiſing of Chriſt to be a Redeemer, it is Chrilt to tlic 


, Jewes is meant here: ſothzt promiſe will not abideit.This is that thcy 


. alled2e. Ic istrue, children ſometimes are taken for imitation ; bu: it 


it had been ſo in this place, he ſhould have proved it : Bur here is a 


deep lilence, and no proofe. We further reply, th: promile cannot b- 
here meant, nor can it be the ſenſe of 1t, | 
1 Thac promiſe that is h:remeant, is that promiſe chat gives EvI- 
dence and intereſt to the ſeale of the covenant : For they that hzve thc 
o:1e, have righ: to the other, 1t the promiſe be to you and to vour 
ſeed, ticrefore be baptizee : ſoas it is not from repentance, Not he's 
bap:izcd, becauſe you repent,” that croſfes the diſpute ; For -f +6 Cid 
repent, and yet he had nor an intereſt in circumciſion ; but Þ: 
muſt be Jew, if he will partake of the Ordivances of the Jews. 
0 in the Church of Chriſt, repentance 1s not the ground of tlic 
Apoſtles difpare : bur repentance is the concluſion. The covenai! 
15 co your uſe ; this is Gods way for you to partake of the Seale : it 15 
the way both for you and yours, for che covenant was before the ſcal-. 
Thepromiſe is there made, and that gives an intereſt into the ſeal? of 
che covenants; 1t 15 not the preaching of the Goſpel that gives right to 
the 
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the ſcales of the covenant, bur thoſe that are in the covenant , have 
right co the ſeales thereof, | 
2 Itis confeſſed by Mr Spilsbery, that all whom God ſhall call, that 
have anſwered the call of the Goſpcl, and make profeſſion of their 
faith, they have a title to the ſcales, Thoſe that are here underſtood, 
they pertain to ſuch as are viſibly called:But the promile of the word is 
made to them that doe not anſwer-the word: it belongs to them thar 
are called. The promiſe thac Chriſt is come in the ticſh,is made known 
tomany that never Were called ; but thoſe chat are 1n the covenant 
- - Church, the promiſe is made for the good of themand their 
ced, 

3 It by children we ſhould take men os yeares that follow the 
faithof their parents, we ſhould crofl: theletter of the "Fext, and che 
A poltle who makcs three dezrees;T o you, your Children,aud thoſe that 
arefar off : It the Texc rua thus , The promiſe is maze to youand 
coall thar God ſhall call, & thatanſwer the call ; it croſſes'the ſcope 
of the Text, for it is you aud your children,and as nuny 45 are afurre off, 
all chree, and therefore that interpretation cannot ſtand. If a'man 
have but an humble heare,the words are ſoplain,it will carry away the 
hearr, it gocs from parcats to children, to thoſe that (hall be called 
hercafter, when they come in as you and your children are, then they 
and thcir Children (hall have itas you and your children have it,and no 
before, Now we will cleare this from all gain-{ayers, | 

Tazy (ay, Infants of believing Parents may nor receive it, becauſe 
_they have not ability ro receive that ſpirituallgood ot the Seals ; or if 


they-be able, God would not have them receiye it ; Put neither of 


themare true, or can begranted;theretore ey Nave 27200 tO Its 

i. They are capadle to receive the {pirit212l good of the fcale, and 
that appeares thus, It childrcn in A&ravars time Wereadle, then chile 
dren arcable now : But the cluldren were able then, and fo they are 
now, The ſccond partot the reaſon is niolt queſtionable ; Ms Spe/sbery 
layes, the ſcale of baptiſme is the ſcale of the Covenant of grace, but 
that ro Abraham was but of outward priviizdges. Bur conttder what 
hath been Gid before, if the children now be as able as before, it there 
be the ſame veriue ofthe ſeal of the covenantas then, & as much requ:- 
red then as now ;(for it was to reccive the good of the righteoulretſe 
of faith)then it mult be the ſame now:but it was Chriſt that the hand of 
the child did receive, and the covenant of Abraham ſcaled it, the feale 
is one to them that did not bclievezs co them that did dcelieve, as It 
Was to Siman agus gaind if they abuſciit, 16 1$ het fin, if they reait, 
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know not how to avoid it : But they had as much as we,and they were 
as able to improve it; God did now appoint it: but to ſay God would 
not have them have it, were to impeach his care, to bring. them into 
covenant, and not be willing they ſhould receive the grace of the co- 
venant ; and ifnot, he ſhould be willing to croſſe his fatherly love it: 
Chriſt : but Chriſt ke blef:h his children, and brings them to heay:n, 
and therefore ke will deny them no ordinance that may ſerve to that 
end. . 
fitbe unlawfull for children ro be baptized now, then the grace of 
C Chriſt is of I-ſſe force then it was before, or of lefle extent, bur that is 
finfull, and therefore it is an error to ſay fo, cither that itis of lee torce 
or of leſle extent;or to (ay that now it is to men onely : the two parts 
vs plain, that it is not of left force, or of lefle extent then it was be- 
Ore. / _ 

2 Pet.1.19. Wehave alſo amoſt ſure word of the Prephers, to the 
Which you doe well that ye take heed,as to a light ſhining in a dark plac: 
untill the day dawn and the day-ffar ariſe in your bearts. They wet: 

$ before in the ſhadow in compariſon ; but now the gay-ſtarre #- 
riſes,that is, the Ordinances,according as they are called, better pro- 
miſes. | 

If Mr Spilsbery fays, the grace of Chrilt is (traitoed , for all that was 
before, was fleſhly,. it was a fleſhly and carnall covenant ; I an- 
{wer, It is the ſame now in thetime of the Goſpel ; the ſcale is the 
ſame, the covenant is the ſame; the intereſt is the ſame as in circumci- 
ſion, If heſay, [Smart was Circumciſed ; I fay, fo was Simen Marw- 

' baptized, and ſome other, and yet were naught : Soas to deny it, is to 
deny the Sun to ſhine, or todeny the incarnation of Chrilt, 
Fhe Uſe is three-fold, 

1 Of Infruttion. Here we may ſee, and for 'ever magnific the 
bounty & compallion of the fatherly love of God,in ſtooping to the ne- 
ccſlities of his people; ſo that no weaknes of faith,or want of years,czr/ 
hinder the compaſſion of God towards them, but he takes meaſure of 
«]l our wants: Art thou weak infaith? It may be ſome heavineſſe to 

_ thy ſelfe, becauſe thoucanſt not conceive of thy eſtate, fo as others car; 
but although thou beeſt weake, yer this hinders not the love of God 
_ to thee: For he loveth the little ones, and therefore the little ones 
may be comforted ; for God denics no good to children, but even thoſc 
little ones are deare to him. God and Chriſt are carefall over them, as 
a good Shepheard who will be carcfull over the young and tender of 
the flock, to feed them by the budding grafle ; the weak ones they -as) 
| c 
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ſeed by.the tender budding grafle, &by the running waters, This is ch: 
great indulgence of God to his, and his marvellous care over his; and 
therefore let not the weak ia faith, or a child ſay, God is not carcſull of 
me: for God willgather his out-caſts, he hath mercy & compaſſion tor 
you.God is inthe Reer-ward, nay hcis in the Frentand Reere roo, he 
hath an eye to the (ick, weak, poor & dead creatures ; for he doth not 
only go before kis, to incourage them, and inable them; bur he is with 
them in the Reere, and he will gather them up alſo; he will hearken to 
them,& wil gatherthemas the googShepheard will take the lictle ones 
in his armes,and carry them tenderly ; you that are little in your owne 
cyes, you that are in covenant with Chriſt, he will lead youand your 
little ones tenderly, and fo he will all thatare litclein their owne eyes, 
and the eyes of the world, 

2, This ſhews the deſperate deluſion of the Anabaprifts z ſee 
how injurious they are to the comforts of Gods people : they ſtop 
us of che living ſprings of 'comfort , of the favour and faithfulneſſe 
of God: it choaks the channe] of the freſh fprings that are in God, for 
God hath lictle fxcſh ſprings , as for men, ſo for children: he can 
heare the one and the other, this to ſhewes the great” care God 
bath of his ; baptiſme is a freſh ſpring. It did ſhew the malice of 
the Phil;/tims togltop the Wells; and it was their cruelty fo to doe: 
ſodoethe Anabaprijts ; they ſtopthe Wels to many poorelittle ones, 
for there are many that ought to have it ; the father and the mother 
are 1n covenant, many that cannot goe themſelves ts God todcall him 
theirs: butas it is ſaid of Hoſes, He ſought the God of bis Farpers; 
how came he to bee his Go), he looks at himas the God of kis fathers; 
ſo we arenot able togoe to God, but in the Covenant of our fathers: 
But the «&Tnabaprti/ts would knock of our hands here, and ſo they 
would be a means co ſtarve the Saints of God ; and are injurious to 
Chriſt, Father and Spirit : He that withholaeth the (orres, the people 
fall ewrſe , becauſe it is theſtstke of our lives , and many a poore man 
may periſh for want of it ; but what will you ſay to them who deprive 
young ones of the food of their ſouls to who!n it is duc : there be many 
children held back by the eAnabapri/ts , they arc crucll men that will 
hold them back from that which Chriſt hath provided tor them ; and 
God will deal with chem for it hereafter , God will curſe them, and 
the wrath of God will be upon chem. ; BY ES 

3. Uſe Of Exhortation to parents to bes intreated to bring their 
children into covenant with themſelves ; all you that deſire to feare 
God be you intreated to enter your {elves and children, bring 
them under; the wing of God : = mother of Rab. did _— 
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God who had brought her under the wings of God, 'to come in:ov 
covenant , Corme you and your Children under the wing of Gol ; 
Pkul complains , the dayes are evill, they are no bettet now, When 
wel-avethe world, it weleave our children herein trouvle, this will 
bs a comtort to them, thzy thall be {afc from Devils ;. he that is hid- 
den ſhall be ſafe ; leave tacm therefore under che faicktulnefie of thy: 
God, what he hath promiſe2,he will beſtow ; ſuch as God hath plzt:- 
ted he will mannaze, and giveall inlirgemments unto , and they (hill 
have proviſion and protedtion from him ; an4d thercfore come into the 
covenant of the Church, that God may be imgizcd nato you , that 
you and yours may not run Wilde, 

The next Exhortation ſhall be to children to lay hold of the-cor < 
nant ; keep it,and lay hol of ir, and neverletit goe, Maintain your 1:1- 
rerclt by chat means of the coyenant of your Parents ; Gud is the Gul 


cf your Parcnts, kceprthe paſſage open and maintain !t, know the Go 


of your Fathers, and that God that pardoned their fin, aud from whom 
they received their good, that God may pardon your fins, and you may 
receive good from him by that covenant : when trouble comes a: 

thou begins to be in ſuſpicion, as the Apoitlc Roms. 11.22, Fei: 
_ therefore the bountiſulne(ſe , and ſeverity of God towards them (xt 
have falne,ſeverity ; but tewaras thee bountifulneſſe, if then comune 
inhu bountifulaeſſe : or elſe thow ſ2alt alſo be cut off. In this place lc 
ſpeaks of the cutting off .the Jews ; they did rejet Chrilt and were 
brokenoff from the covenant, and fo they were broken off from God 
and mercy : now he mindes them of the Gentiles in the ſame Church 
eſtate, in the ſame body of the Church, you have the ſame privile:i2cs, 
and all isgonc trom the Jews ; behold therefore the ſeverity of God 
towards the Jews ; the greater good we have, the greater fin it is to 3- 
buſe'it, and the greater plagues ſhall be upon them that doc abuſe 
them. Ciriſt was ſent amoag thers, and they did oppoſe him ; oh th: 
ſeverity of God againſt them for this, and aſtoniſhing hand of Got, 
view 1t, {ce the miſerable eſtate of th? Jews, his blood is upon them 
and upon their children : Oh the ſeverity of God tpon them , they ar: 
damned and few of them bur are pcriſhed 1 Oh the ſeverity of 
God | what never have done, 400, years in E gYpt, 75. years 1 Z4- 
bylon ; take heed, bchold the ſeverity of God towards them \ bur 
goodneſle to you ; What ? to you that Were without Chriſt, and with- 
ont God in the world, and you grafted into the good and fatncflc 6! 
the true Olive tree; if you continue in this goodnefle , you that ar6 
wide that have godly parents , you may have hope your proud hearts 
thalbe humbled: Oh the goodnes of God towards youwit you continue 
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iathis ! if you prize the covenant , then happy you that eve; VCU Werg 
born ; all of Chriſt is yours : bur courinue, take heed; it then have 1 
godly Parent, father and wmother ; it chou remaine in atinſull clare and 
condicion for all this , it ſhall be eaſter for Pagazs in the Gay of jud ee 
ment then for you; When thou ſhalt fee thy Parents goins to keaven 
and thou damned , mercy thall bc for them, but fcverity a ainft rhes 
thac halt had ail ckofe helps and means: And therefore you that i.cve 
tae means, CONtinue 1 ultng of the means fo, as tat you mav be kept 
car to God thereby : for if you Wpart away trom God, wor to youu 
U that ever yee were born ; It none be like prophane E/an, tro: 
be ſuch a prophane chile to (c11 all his title to the covenant tor h.s luit: 
tor he went away and cared rot for the covenant: Ietthere be no {: r- 
vant, nor nochilde that ihall {in agajoſt the Lord, and fo [5,02 aWay ttc 
bleſſing from him ;* for YOu KBOW, he ſous! tar withiens; li 1o:t 
was ſo filthy that he ſold kis birth-11yhe,, bur afterward he comes , 
Blefje me O my fathcr, and! oft thou but ove be ſſiao t but tire heart 
of //aac ould not repent, 2nd then hce would have had it, bu: he 
could not : Take heed of ris, you that kave prophane kearts, ti.atcare 
not for theſe priviledges and bleſſings ; the time will come , you will 
crave a bleſſing ; when you ſec Hel! raping for you, then you will 
lay, Lord bleſſe m2 ; but then Golds hoait will be kardened a22iÞÞtk you : 
for all your tears you will correpent ; it Will not then be it the kuatr of 
your father to forgive you , for Gods ncart will behardagd apainlt you; 
you ſhall bee, blej/e me , but all (hail be 2a vain, for you ſhul nut ub- 
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taine a bleſſing at Gods hand ; take heed rt. erctore that you-pro: 0! 

not God to withdraw his hand and his kcart from you, Fic Luis lit 
ſaid, the men of 7adahare Gods pleafant plams, vr 55 Dp i5, the 
plants of Gods imbracings; think of 1t When bam in the Tay you 
are under Gods imbracings , God decs lovingly ap;ly kinit. 1t uno 
you in couaſcls, and in the inotions of the Sgrrit ; 1 our Parents love 
you in the imbricings of God : keep your ſelves here and never gouour 
while youlive; tor if you do, you Will fall intofin, and tempration, acid 
Devils, and it theſe imbrace you, wo will be unte yu, aud thcretore 
keep from theſe ; but go not from the imbrucings of God, aid he will 
comply witK vou, and apply kiaſclt unto-you :; therefore Warn yu 
come to the word, look to the covenant , doe not {tcp away frotn it : 
now youare under a Counſcl or a reproot, will you wichiraw trom 
the armes of mercy ? doe not, for he will comply with you , arid 1m- 


brace you though all eternity. 
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